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itad viddhi praṇipātena

Introduction

This book relates the story of a conditioned soul (Mäyä Däsa*) 
in search of the Absolute Truth. Of course, Mäyä Däsa did not know 
it was the absolute truth that he was searching for. He just thought 
that there must be something else other than what was going on in 
his own life. He had grown up in a family hidden in the back streets 
of Perth, Western Australia and was caught in the web of the bright 
lights and mod-cons of this make believe, so-called picturesque, 
ephemeral existence. 

One day, however, Mäyä Däsa actually finds something that he 
feels is greater than all this when he purchases an ancient scripture 
from India called the Bhagavad-gétä. After reading the commentaries 
by His Divine Grace Çréla AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda he 
attempts to take the given instructions [see quotes below] to heart. 

“The path of spiritual realisation is undoubtedly difficult. The 
Lord therefore advises us to approach a bona fide spiritual master 
in the line of disciplic succession from the Lord Himself.”1 

“Satisfaction of the self-realised spiritual master is the secret of 
advancement in spiritual life. Inquiries and submission constitute 
the proper combination for spiritual understanding. Unless there is 
submission and service, inquiries from the learned spiritual master 
will not be effective.”2 

“Transcendental life begins when one accepts a bona fide 
spiritual master. The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Çré Kåñëa, 
clearly states here that this process of knowledge is the actual 
path.”3 

*Mäyä Däsa: the servant (däsa) of illusion (mäyä).
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He realises the need for a bona fide spiritual master, but there is 
one problem; he does not know what a spiritual master is, and does 
not know where to find one.

In spite of that, the search for a bona fide spiritual master who is a 
tattva-darçi-guru, or in other words, one who has realised and knows 
the Absolute Truth Çré Kåñëa [tattva-jïätä], and who is a seer of the 
Absolute Truth [tattva-drañöä], begins.

Mäyä Däsa does not have a clue what to do and what not to do, 
where to go and where not to go. He ponders the situation until a 
wandering band of brahmacäris arrive in Western Australia who en-
courage him to give up his meager, shallow and lost existence.

He sets out for New South Wales to continue his search. It was not 
until almost ten years later that he finally meets a sädhu, in a thatched 
roof hut, in the middle of nowhere, in India. 

After entering that hut, Mäyä Däsa notices the effulgence com-
ing from the sädhu who seems to know him better than he knows 
himself, even though they had not previously met. Even worse, the 
sädhu knows what he is thinking and knows his every thought. This 
effulgent personality has an uncanny knack of knowing past, present 
and future! After asking many questions, the sädhu explained things 
to him that he could never have figured out by himself. The sädhu 
further explained to him that he should give up being mäyä-däsa and 
become kåñëa däsa*!

Once outside the hut again, Mäyä Däsa was totally astonished, and 
cannot believe his good fortune. He realised that this sädhu knew his 
heart, which was not in very good shape, and that far from his search 
for Truth being finished, it had only just begun. 

Your lowly servant,
Nimäi Paëòita däsa (Mäyä Däsa).

*Kåñëa däsa: the servant (däsa) of God (Kåñëa).  

Introduction
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Chapter one

Tad Viddhi Pranipatena 

A s an adolescent, I was fascinated by the ancient cul-
tures of gods and goddesses, which had preceded 
our   modern, western civilisation. I would read a lot 

about them, and especially explore their religious traditions. I 
sensed that there was a mystery behind all the variegated man-
ifestations of life surrounding us, but I could not really quite 
put my finger on it. Upon reading about their gods and god-
desses, I became convinced that they existed. However, among 
the people I knew, I was the only one that thought in this way. 
Everyone was a Christian, and they all believed that only Lord 
Jesus-Christ was “the Light, the Way and the Truth.” The Truth, 
yes, this is what I was looking for. However it evaded me…!

As I was growing into an adult, I read every esoteric book 
I could find, but the amount of spiritual knowledge I gathered 
did not amount to much. It was all quite vague, highly specu-
lative, and approaching at best only the impersonal aspect of 
Godhead. I had to find the truth, but where? 

At the end of December 1979 I went to Sydney, in New 
South Wales, and, as I was walking around Sydney, looking at 
the sights I was approached by a young lady who asked me for 
a donation and told me she would give me a book. The book 
looked very nice. It was a hardbound Bhagavad-gétä As It Is with 
colour pictures. I did not know what the Bhagavad-gétä was at 
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that time but I gave her a donation in return for the book. I 
returned to Western Australia and I read the book three times. 

Finally after many years of searching, there it was: the Truth 
I had been looking for! It was speaking to me from every page, 
every verse and every purport. Not long after that I met the 
devotees in Perth who had opened a small centre in the city. 
They had opened a small preaching centre in my city. It seemed 
unbelievable and too good to be true. Upon meeting them and 
hearing them preach, I decided to join them. I was 27 at the 
time and knew that I had to do something. I could not sit in 
Perth anymore doing what everyone else was doing, which was 
madness. I was searching for something much more metaphysi-
cal and that was just not occurring in Perth in 1980. 

The Bhagavad-gita

As previously mentioned, I read the Bhagavad-gétä three 
times, which took me to another place, far from the hum-drum 
of day-to-day life. Which was to get in the car, go to work, get 
in the car, come home from work, the weekend is here, we have 
to go out “to have a good time”, we have to enjoy — all “quite 
boring piffle”. The Bhagavad-gétä seemed to take me elsewhere. 
Consequently, I postulated that if I travelled to that place where 
they studied it regularly, then I would be rightly situated. While 
going through the fourth chapter of the Bhagavad-gétä I found 
the “recipe” to learn the truth in the following verse,

 
tad viddhi praëipätena

paripraçnena sevayä
upadekñyanti te jïänaà

jïäninas tattva-darçinaù
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“Just try to learn the truth by approaching a bona fide 
spiritual master. Inquire from him submissively and render 
service unto him. The self-realised soul can impart knowl-
edge unto you because he has seen the truth.”4 

I thus understood that I would have to meet a guru, spend 
time with him and be trained in spiritual life, as Krsna had stat-
ed. 

 
There were three points: 

(1) approach a spiritual master. 
(2) inquire from him submissively, [I get to ask him ques-

tions, interesting]. 
(3) render service unto him.

It was crystal clear! In the purport to that verse it was clear-
ly explained that mental speculation could not help one to pro-
gress spiritually. I understood that was the reason why all my 
previous readings had remained sterile. So I had to find a guru! 
I did not even know what a guru was! It also said in the purport 
that the guru was supposed to be genuine, “bona fide”, and a 
self-realised soul. What did that mean? I thought that I would 
have to go to India to find a bona fide spiritual master.
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Chapter Two

Mahaprabhu’s 
Sankirtana Mission

 

A t the end of 1980 beginning 1981, I left the entirety 
of what I owned (which was not much) and joined 
the International Society for Kåñëa Consciousness 

(ISKCON), which was founded by His Divine Grace A.C. Bhak-
tivedanta Swami Prabhupäda (1896-1977). 

I left a full time job in the perfume and cosmetic indus-
try in Western Australia and joined a spiritual community in 
New South Wales. I began chanting 16 rounds a day (japa)* and 
following the four regulative principles.** The principles were 
designed to make us into ideal devotees, with all our daily activ-
ities centered around Kåñëa, who is the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. I knew I had to find a spiritual master. It had been ex-
plained to me by a devotee (Upananda däsa from the USA), that 
now Çréla Prabhupäda had left the planet his mercy had entered 
eleven äcäryas, all born in the western world. It was explained 
they were the ‘present’ mercy of Çréla Prabhupäda and one of 
these men would become my spiritual master. 

*Japa—the soft recitation of Kåñëa’s holy names as a private meditation, with the aid 
of 108 prayer beads.

**The four regulative principles are 1. no meat eating; 2. no illicit sex; 3. no intoxi-
cation and 4. no gambling. Meat eating destroys austerity; illicit sex destroys clean-
liness; intoxication destroys mercy and gambling destroys truthfulness. As far as the 
Vedic scriptures are concerned the last principle left in this age is truthfulness and 
that is tottering!
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Hence here I was in ISKCON and my spiritual master 
had already been selected for me. It seemed I did not have to 
go to India after all. Of course, I had not been introduced to 
him, but that was a mere formality. There was a little pho-
tograph tree in the Perth temple, with Çréla Prabhupäda’s 
picture at the top and underneath him, his eleven western 
disciples. They were then considered the next successors 
in Çréla Prabhupäda’s line. Great, my problem was solved. 
Tad viddhi praëipätena, approach a spiritual master, done!

Bhaktivedanta Asrama

There I was, at the picturesque Bhaktivedanta Äçrama, at 
Colo River, in New South Wales, 4,000 kilometres from home 
(WA), in an idyllic setting, with cows, horses, a river, a big lake, 
mountains, peacocks, orange trees, and an orchard with over 
400 mandarine trees. Jayadharma däsa was the temple pres-
ident, and there lived many other nice devotees. The temple 
also had an incense business called Spiritual Sky, which helped 
maintain the äçrama and farm. 

Lagudi Prabhu Arrives In Australia 

Well, as likely as not, and to my very, extremely good for-
tune (only I did not know it at the time), within six weeks of 
my arriving at the Colo River Bhaktivedanta Äçrama, a devotee 
arrived from India and I had the honour of picking him up from 
the airport; (although I did not know that it was an honour 
until many years later). His name was Läguòi däsa. When he 
arrived at the Sydney airport, he paid full daëòavats (prostrated 
obeisances) on the ground to all the devotees that were pres-
ent there although they were all very much his juniors. He was 
from Yugoslavia (which is no longer a single country), and his 
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English was very difficult to understand. He spoke a great deal 
but I could not fathom most of it, so I just nodded politely and 
said ‘yes’ whenever it seemed to be appropriate, although I did 
not have the slightest idea what he was speaking about. He dis-
coursed to one and all for long periods of time. He had just 
come from Bhubaneswar, which was in Orissa, that ‘out of the 
way place’ where Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami was residing. 
He was preaching to everyone about a great sädhu, Çré Çrémad 
Gour Govinda Swami, saying what a powerful preacher he was 
and how surrendered he was to his spiritual master Çréla Prab-
hupäda. Of course I did not even know who Çré Çrémad Gour 
Govinda Swami was and where Orissa was and that Bhubane-
swar was in the state of Orissa, although I had an idea of India. 
Little did I know that in the future I would actually meet that 
bona fide guru, Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami, and that he 
would become my spiritual master. I was very covered over by 
ignorance (hence mäyä-däsa).

One day the Regional Secretary for New South Wales came 
from the Sydney temple to the farm—Bhaktivedanta Äçrama—
and behind closed doors was speaking quite loudly to Läguòi 
däsa about his ideas. “We have eleven äcäryas. So why are you 
trying to change this and present someone new?” Läguòi däsa 
tried his level best to try to convince the Australian ISKCON 
leaders about the exceptional spiritual characteristics of Çré Çré-
mad Gour Govinda Swami, and how Australia would undoubt-
edly greatly benefit from his visit, so they should invite him 
down under, but they were against the idea. Their answer was, 
“We do not need any svämé from India, we have eleven äcäryas 
and they are doing the job very nicely, they are empowered for 
time, place and circumstance to distribute Kåñëa Consciousness 
to the western world...” Of course, according to the leaders, the 
then current äcärya for Australia was likewise empowered for 
‘time, place and circumstance’ to distribute Kåñëa Conscious-
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ness in Australia, therefore there was no need for a svämé from 
India to enter Australia and preach. 

 
The Religionist

When you joined the International Society for Kåñëa Con-
sciousness in Australia it was taken for granted that your guru 
was the current zonal-äcärya.  

When I finally met the “Zonal-äcärya” for Australia, it was 
explained to me that I had to take initiation from him. How-
ever, I was not able to see the extraordinary qualities of a tran-
scendental personality that I had been reading about and was 
expecting to see, in him. Although I had not met any other real-
ised beings to support my doubts as we were so swept up in the 
fervour of it all, so I took initiation, externally anyway.

Sankirtana 

There existed at that time in the Society a phenomenon 
colloquially called “saìkértana”. This meant that all the devo-
tees went out and sold all kinds of paraphernalia, like records, 
T-shirts, perfume, candles, etc. 

From what I could surmise by reading the books of Çréla 
Prabhupada, saìkértana was something different. In his books, 
the word ‘saìkértana’ was defined as the congregational glorifi-
cation of the Lord through chanting His holy name, the most 
recommended process for spiritual upliftment of mankind in 
the present age (Kali-yuga). 

Çréla Prabhupada himself would refer to to the distribution 
of spiritual literature as the båhat-mådaìga, the “greater drum”: 

“...This press was considered by my Guru Mahäräja as 
båhat-mådaìga. He said. You’ll find in the picture: there is this 
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mådaìga and press. He was very much fond of press...”(Lec-
ture on Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.5.12-13 – New Våndävan, June 
11, 1969)

“...My Guru Mahäräja used to say, that, ‘This is 
båhat-mådaìga.’ Mådaìga, that drum, you have seen, that is 
small mådaìga. If I beat on this drum, maybe a few yards, 
people can heard from few yards. But this is... The books are 
distributed, it can go from country to country, from conti-
nent to continent...” (Lecture on Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.5.11 
– London, September 12, 1973)

“‘...This press propaganda, the publication propagan-
da, is båhat-mådaìga.’ So just to satisfy him we are trying 
to publish this Çrémad-Bhägavatam, Bhagavad-gétä, Bhak-
ti-rasämåta-sindhu, Caitanya-caritämåta, very, very authori-
tative books, in English...” (Lecture on Çrémad-Bhägavatam 
1.7.7 –Våndävana, April 24, 1975)

He explained that the sound of the traditional Bengali clay 
drum used while chanting the mahä-mantra – hare kåñëa hare 
kåñëa kåñëa kåñëa hare hare, hare räma hare räma räma räma 
hare hare in the streets along with hand cymbals or karatälas, 
was an activity called nagara-saìkértana. The transcendental 
sound could be heard from a couple of blocks away, yet the 
books could go all over the world. I presumed, since we were 
going out of the temple to sell ‘stuff’ just like when we were 
going out to chant in the streets and distribute magazines and 
books, along with the chanting party, our business activities 
were colloquially called ‘saìkértana’ by extension…! 

Some relatives of mine came to Sydney to see me and in-
quired as to what we do and what I did. As I was in charge of 
all the ‘saìkértana’ devotees, I explained to them the situation 
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and they responded, “Oh you are in sales and you are the sales 
manager.” I was somewhat shocked but in reality that is what 
it was. What I had tried to leave behind in Perth WA, I had be-
come that again...!

The Sankirtana Movement

However, according to my understanding from what I had 
read in the scriptures so far, the saìkértana movement of Çrémän 
Caitanya Mahäprabhu was very different to how it was prac-
ticed in Australia. The following verses give a brief description 
of the saìkértana movement according to çästra:

kåñëa-varëaà tviñäkåñëaà
säìgopäìgästra-pärñadam

yajïaiù saìkértana-präyair
yajanti hi su-medhasaù

“In the Age of Kali, intelligent persons perform congre-
gational chanting to worship the incarnation of Godhead 
who constantly sings the names of Kåñëa. Although His com-
plexion is not blackish, He is Kåñëa Himself. He is accompa-
nied by His associates, servants, weapons and confidential 
companions.”5 

kalià sabhäjayanty äryä
guëa jïäù sära-bhäginaù

yatra saìkértanenaiva
sarva-svärtho ‘bhilabhyate

“Those who are actually advanced in knowledge are able 
to appreciate the essential value of this age of Kali. Such en-
lightened persons worship Kali-yuga because in this fallen 
age all perfection of life can easily be achieved by the per-
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formance of saìkértana [congregational chanting of the Holy 
Names of the Lord].”6 

tasmät saìkértanaà viñëor
jagan-maìgalam aàhasäm

mahatäm api kauravya
viddhy aikäntika-niñkåtam

“Çukadeva Gosvämé continued: My dear King, the chant-
ing of the holy name of the Lord is able to uproot even the 
reactions of the greatest sins. Therefore the chanting of the 
saìkértana movement is the most auspicious activity in the 
entire universe. Please try to understand this so that others 
will take it seriously.”7

näma-saìkértanaà yasya
sarva-päpa praëäçanam

praëämo duùkha-çamanas
taà namämi harià param

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto the Supreme Lord, 
Hari, the congregational chanting of Whose holy names de-
stroys all sinful reactions, and the offering of obeisances unto 
Whom relieves all material suffering.”8

ceto-darpaëa-märjanaà bhava-mahä-dävägni-nirväpaëaà
çreyaù-kairava-candrikä-vitaraëaà vidyä-vadhü-jévanam

änandämbudhi-vardhanaà prati-padaà pürëämåtäsvädanaà
sarvätma-snapanaà paraà vijayate çré-kåñëa-saìkértanam

“Let there be all victory for the chanting of the holy 
name of Lord Kåñëa, which can cleanse the mirror of the 
heart and stop the miseries of the blazing fire of material 
existence. That chanting is the waxing moon that spreads 
the white lotus of good fortune for all living entities. It is the 
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life and soul of all education. The chanting of the holy name 
of Kåñëa expands the blissful ocean of transcendental life. It 
gives a cooling effect to everyone and enables one to taste full 
nectar at every step.”9

dui hetu avatari’ laïä bhakta-gaëa
äpane äsväde prema-näma-saìkértana

“Thus with two intentions the Lord appeared with His 
devotees and tasted the nectar of prema with the congrega-
tional chanting of the holy name.”10

sei dväre äcaëòäle kértana saïcäre
näma-prema-mälä gäìthi’ paräila saàsäre

“Thus He spread kértana even among the untouchables. 
He wove a wreath of the holy name and prema, with which 
He garlanded the entire material world.”11

matta-siàha-präya prabhu karilä gamana
premäveçe yäya kari’ näma-saìkértana

“Almost like a mad lion, Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprab-
hu went on His tour filled with ecstatic love and performing 
saìkértana, chanting Kåñëa’s names as follows.”12

kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! he
kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! he

kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! rakña mäm
kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! kåñëa! pähi mäm

räma! räghava! räma! räghava! räma! räghava! rakña mäm
kåñëa! keçava! kåñëa! keçava! kåñëa! keçava! pähi mäm

“The Lord chanted:
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Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! he
Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! he
Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! rakña mäm
Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! Kåñëa! pähi mäm
That is, “O Lord Kåñëa, please protect Me and maintain Me.” 

He also chanted:
“Räma! Räghava! Räma! Räghava! Räma! Räghava! rakña 
mäm Kåñëa! Keçava! Kåñëa! Keçava! Kåñëa! Keçava! pähi mäm
That is, “O Lord Räma, descendant of King Raghu, please 
protect Me. O Kåñëa, O Keçava, killer of the Keçé demon, 
please maintain Me.”13 

ei çloka paòi’ pathe calilä gaurahari
loka dekhi’ pathe kahe,—bala ‘hari’ ‘hari’

“Chanting this verse, Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, 
known as Gaurahari, went on His way. As soon as He saw 
someone, He would request him to chant “Hari! Hari!”14

sei loka prema-matta haïä bale ‘hari’ ‘kåñëa’
prabhura päche saìge yäya darçana-satåñëa

“Whoever heard Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu chant 
“Hari! Hari!” also chanted the holy name of Lord Hari and 
Kåñëa. In this way they all followed the Lord, very eager to 
see Him.”15

The Sri Caitanya Upanisad  

In the Çré Caitanya Upaniñad, quoted by His Divine Grace 
Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura from the text of the Ätharva Veda, 
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the saìkértana movement of Lord Caitanya is predicted and de-
scribed*: 

“Carrying firewood in his hands, Pippalada humbly ap-
proached his father, Lord Brahmä, and asked, ‘O my Lord, 
please tell me how I may attain an auspicious life.’ ”

“Lord Brahmä replied, ‘Be satisfied by remaining always 
celibate, and perform austerities. Carefully control the activ-
ities of the mind. In this way you will attain an auspicious 
condition of life.’ ” 

“Pippalada followed these instructions, and after having 
become pure in his own heart and mind, he again approached 
his father and asked, ‘O my Lord, please tell me how the sin-
ful living entities in the Kali-yuga may be delivered.’ ”

“Who should be the object of their worship, and what 
mantra should they chant in order to become delivered? 
Kindly inform me.”

“Lord Brahmä replied, ‘Listen carefully, for I shall give 
you a confidential description of what will happen in the 
Kali-yuga. The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Govinda, 
the supreme enjoyer, whose form is transcendental, who is 
beyond the touch of the three modes of material nature, and 
who is the all pervading Supersoul residing in the hearts of 
all living entities, will appear in the Kali age. Appearing as 
the greatest devotee, the Supreme Personality of Godhead 
will assume a two-armed form of golden complexion in His 
abode of Goloka Våndävana manifested on the bank of the 
Ganges at Navadvépa. He will disseminate pure devotion-
al service in the world. This incarnation of the Lord is de-
scribed in the following verses.”

*Author’s note: Prediction of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam 
and description of previous yugas and incarnations. Please see notes and references 
number 16. 
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“The one Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the 
master of all transcendental potencies, and who is known 
only by devotional service, appears in innumerable transcen-
dental forms. He has appeared with red, black and white 
complexions, and He shall also appear in the golden form 
of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu. He shall assume the role of a 
perfect devotee, and He will teach the conditioned souls the 
path of pure devotional service.”

“I offer my obeisances unto Lord Çré Kåñëa, the all per-
vading Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is understood 
by the study of Vedänta philosophy. He is the master of all 
transcendental potencies, and He appears as Çré Caitanya 
Mahäprabhu.” 

“One who understands that Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu is 
the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is known by the 
study of Vedänta philosophy, who is the original cause of the 
universe, and who is the oldest, the original person, cross-
es beyond this world of birth and death. This is the proper 
understanding of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and 
aside from this there is no other way for one to achieve lib-
eration.” 

“Appearing in this golden form, the all powerful Su-
preme Lord will fill the entire universe with transcendental 
bliss by the chanting of His own holy names [saìkértana].” 

“In this way the Supreme Lord manifests two of His 
transcendental potencies - His hlädiné-çakti (the potency of 
transcendental bliss) and saàvit-çakti (the potency of tran-
scendental knowledge).” 

“The Supreme Lord will chant a mantra consisting of the 
names of Hari, Kåñëa and Räma. [The mahä-mantra—Hare 
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Kåñëa Hare Kåñëa Kåñëa Kåñëa Hare Hare, Hare Räma Hare 
Räma Räma Räma Hare Hare].” 

“These three names of the Supreme Lord (Hari, Kåñëa 
and Räma) may be explained in the following way — Hari 
means: He who unties [harati] the knot of material desire in 
the hearts of the living entities; Kåñëa is divided into the two 
syllables ‘kåñ’ and ‘ëa’. Kåñ means: He who attracts the minds 
of all living entities, and ‘ëa’ means “the supreme transcen-
dental pleasure.” These two syllables combine to become the 
name “Kåñëa”; and Räma means: He who delights [ramayati] 
all living entities, and it also means: He who is full of tran-
scendental bliss. The mahä-mantra consists of the repetition 
of these names of the Supreme Lord.” 

“The mahä-mantra [Hare Kåñëa Hare Kåñëa Kåñëa Kåñëa 
Hare Hare, Hare Räma Hare Räma Räma Räma Hare Hare] 
is the best of all mantras. Although it is very difficult to un-
derstand this mahä-mantra, it may be understood when one 
engages in pure devotional service of the Supreme Lord.” 

“Those who seriously desire to make progress in 
spiritual life continually chant these sixteen splendid names 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and in this way they 
cross beyond the bondage of continued material existence. 
The chanting of these holy names of the Lord is the greatest 
of all mantras, and it is the most confidential of all secrets.” 

“Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu is the Supreme Personal-
ity of Godhead who appears as Lord Saìkarñaëa and Lord 
Väsudeva. He is the original father of Brahmä, Çiva, Indra, 
Båhaspati, all the demigods, and all moving and non-moving 
living entities. He is the original cause of all that is temporary 
and all that is eternal. Nothing exists separately from Him, 
and therefore He is everything. He is described in the follow-
ing verses.” 
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“This material world is temporary, whereas the individ-
ual living entities who try to enjoy matter are eternal and su-
perior to it. The Supreme Personality of Godhead is superior 
to both the temporary material energy and the eternal living 
entities. Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu is the Supreme Person, 
the Absolute Truth, the original cause of all causes.” 

“One who worships the Supreme Lord, Çré Caitanya 
Mahäprabhu, with devotion and always remembers Him 
becomes free from all sins and completely pure. Easily un-
derstanding the truth about the Personality of Godhead and 
becoming free from all material lamentation, such a devo-
tee attains the supreme goal of life, which is unattainable by 
those averse to the Supreme Lord, Çré Caitanya Mahäprab-
hu.”17*

Approach A Genuine Vaisnava Guru 
A Bona Fide Guru From A Bona Fide Sampradaya

As providence may have it, this zonal guru was found out to 
be, lacking the correct spiritual impetus to assist the aspirants on 
the path of bhakti (devotional service) and had to stand down, 
in the year 1985. Then, as a direct result, my search for a bona 
fide guru continued, and became even more urgent because of 
the following descriptions that I found in the Hari-bhakti-viläsa 
and the Padma Puräëa:

avaiñëavopadiñöena
mantreëa nirayaà vrajet

punaç ca vidhinä samyag
grähayed vaiñëaväd guroù

*Author’s note: Translations with full Sanskrit verses for Çré Caitanya Upaniñad are 
in notes and references section. Please see reference number 18.
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“One who receives his mantra from a guru who is a 
non-devotee or addicted to sensual pleasure is doomed to a 
life in hell. Such a person must immediately approach a gen-
uine Vaiñëava guru and again accept the mantra from him.”19

samprädya-vihénä ye
manträs te niñphalä matäù

ataù kalau bhaviñyanti
catväraù sampradäyinaù

çré-brahma-rudra-sanakä
vaiñëaväù kñiti-pävanäù

catväras te kalau bhävyä
hy utkale puruñottamät

“Unless one is initiated by a bona-fide spiritual master 
in a bona-fide disciplic succession, the mantra he might have 
received is without any effect. For this reason four Vaiñëa-
va disciplic successions, inaugurated by Lakñmé-devé, Lord 
Brahmä, Lord Çiva, and the four Kumäras, will appear in the 
holy place of Jagannätha Puré, and purify the entire earth 
during the age of Kali.”20

rämëujaà çréù své-cakre
madhväcäåyaà caturmukhaù

çré-viñëu-sväminaà rudro
nimbädityaà catuùsanaù

“Lakñmé-devé chose Rämänujäcärya to represent her dis-
ciplic succession. In the same way Lord Brahmä chose Madh-
väcärya, Lord Çiva chose Viñëu Svämé, and the four Kumäras 
chose Nimbärka.”21
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Disciplic Successions of the Kali-Yuga

Many years later Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami explained 
the importance of those verses to me:

“...These are the most important verses about the sam-
pradäyas — disciplic successions — of the Kali-yuga. In the 
Kali-yuga there are four bona fide sampradäyas: Çré, Brahmä, 
Rudra and Sanaka sampradäyas. The Çré-sampradäya also 
known as the Rämänuja-sampradäya begins from Lakñmé 
devi and the äcärya is Rämänujäcärya. The Brahma-sam-
pradäya, or Madhväcärya-sampradäya begins from Lord 
Brahmä and the äcärya is Madhväcärya. The Rudra-sam-
pradäya or Viñëusvämé-sampradäya begins from Lord Çiva 
and the äcärya is Viñëusvämé. Then there is the Sanaka-sam-
pradäya or Nimbärka-sampradäya of the four Kumäras, the 
äcärya is Nimbärkäcärya, or Nimbäditya...”22 

Faith in the Disciplic Succession

What Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami explained to me was 
all in line with what Çréla AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda 
has written in his Bhaktivedanta purports:

“...Unless one is extremely expert, he cannot understand 
the expert management of the supreme expert. One can un-
derstand, however, if one is fortunate enough to meet a bona 
fide spiritual master coming in the disciplic succession from 
Lord Brahmä, Lord Çiva, Mother Lakñmé or the Kumäras. 
These four sampradäyas, or disciplic successions of knowl-
edge and transcendence, are called the Brahma-sampradäya, 
Rudra-sampradäya, Çré-sampradäya, and Kumära-sam-
pradäya. Sampradäya-vihénä ye manträs te niñphalä matäù. 
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The knowledge of the Supreme received from such a sam-
pradäya, or disciplic succession can give one enlightenment. 
If one does not take to the path of disciplic succession, it is 
not possible for one to understand the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. If one understands the Supreme Lord through 
devotional service with faith in the disciplic succession and 
then advances further, he awakens his natural love for God, 
and then his success in life is assured.”23 
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Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami 
Vrndavana - 1974

An interview with Guëärëava däsa interviewed by Nimäi Paëòita däsa.
(Little or no editing done.)

Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami was born into an 
exalted family, who were Vaiñëavas, mystics and 
extraordinary kértaniyäs. His ancestors were devotees 

for many centuries in Orissa and prior to that they came from 
Bengal. After leaving family life at the age of forty four, as had 
been predicted from his very birth by astrologers, he travelled 
throughout India as a wandering mendicant in search of a bona-
fide guru who would give him sannyäsa so that he then would be 
able to fully commit himself to the preaching mission of Çréman 
Caitanya Mahäprabhu. His last ‘port of call’ was Çré Våndävana 
Dhäma in the hope to find there what he was looking for. In 
Våndävana at the Kåñëa-Balaräma Mandir construction site he 
noticed a sign, “International Society for Kåñëa Consciousness, 
Founder Äcärya His Divine Grace AC Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupäda.” This prompted Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami 
to walk onto the property.

 The following interview with Guëärëava prabhu, who is a 
disciple of Çréla Prabhupäda gives a backdrop of events in the 
early days of the Çré Çré Kåñëa-Balaräma Temple in Våndävana, 
and into this backdrop of events, Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda 
Swami entered. 
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The Radha-Damodara Temple

Guëärëava däsa: It was 1972, in the summer of June, when we 
were finally getting somewhere with building the temple. And 
that was the point where we started building huts to live on the 
land. Previously, before that, we were living in rooms at the 
Rädhä-Dämodara Temple on the roof. 

Nimäi Paëòita däsa: Who is we?
Guëärëava däsa: Guru däsa and Yamunä devé däsé, Caitya-guru 
däsa, a brahmacäré: a Bengali brahmacäré called Sac-cid-änanda, 
Yädaväcärya from Los Angeles; and another devotee from Los 
Angeles called Satyavrata. And for a while there was a sannyäsé… 
Oh, and there was Subal Swami, and another sannyäsé called 
Devänanda Swami, one of the early sannyäsés.

So the sannyäsés were going here and there, but pretty 
much the four or five of us, we were there, and Guru däsa 
and Yamunä däsé had separate rooms. So, every morning we 
would do hari-näma saìkértana going to the land in Rämaë Reti 
from the Rädhä-Dämodara temple and then arrive there, pay 
our obeisances [and chant the prema-dvani prayers] Jaya Oà 
Viñëupäda Paramahaàsa... you know, and then we would walk 
back chanting japa.

The Move onto the Land

Guëärëava däsa: So at a point around June 1972 that all stopped, 
and we decided to move onto the land. Prabhupäda wanted us 
to live there. So we built these huts out of bricks, mud and cow 
dung, with a straw roof; and that’s where we lived. And, slowly 
but surely, we started digging out the foundations of the temple. 
We didn’t have a lot of money. That was the problem; it’s always 
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a problem, isn’t it? If you don’t have money you can’t do much. 
So the foundation work was being done slowly; cement was a 
big problem: we hardly had any cement. In those days, cement 
was scarce. There were a lot of quotas. You had to go to Mathurä 
and see if you could be allocated “x” amount of bags; that was 
how it was in those days. So, due to the lack of money and the 
lack of cement, there was very slow progress. At that time, Guru 
däsa and Yamunä däsé were also in charge of construction and 
they would come on a rickshaw from Rädhä-Dämodara temple 
— they didn’t live on the land — and one of the huts was made 
into an office; that’s where they spent their time; she used to 
type all Guru däsa’s letters to Prabhupäda. He used to give 
her dictation; they’d keep a few accounts, do different things. 
But nothing really happened, there were no plans, there was 
no artist’s conception of the temple, nothing. So it wasn’t until 
Surabh came — I met him in Calcutta when I went to Ratha-
yäträ in 1973 — and he was asked by Prabhupäda to come to 
Våndävana and start doing something.  

So when he came, we shared a hut together, and part of 
the hut was transformed into a little architect’s office — he 
had a drawing board, pencils, all kinds of stuff — and it was 
only when he came that things started to happen. Prabhupäda 
started thinking about giving more money, because, you know, 
Prabhupäda was very reserved; he wanted to see if there was 
other ways of collecting money... Oh, there was a devotee called 
Tejéyas (he actually had quite a lot to do with the Bhubaneswar 
temple in the early days) and he was in Delhi at that time, 
and he was also responsible for trying to make life members 
or collect from life members for the Våndävana temple. But it 
was nothing substantial. So that’s when Guru-kåpä came and 
Prabhupäda ordered him to go to Japan. He had a collecting 
party called the Näma-haööa party; there were about eight to 



24 Just Try to Learn the Truth

Chapter 3

ten brahmacärés; so there was Yaçodänandana, Guru-kåpä and 
their brahmacärés, and they collected a lot of money. As a result, 
Prabhupäda would give the money to us — although he didn’t 
give the money to us directly, it was held in trust in Delhi and 
it was sort of filtered through to us — and I would say about in 
the middle of ’73, that’s when Gour Govinda Mahäräja came...

Your Guru Maharaja 
Was Like a Wandering Mendicant

Nimäi Paëòita däsa: ‘74.
Guëärëava däsa: Was it ‘74? Not ‘73. And you can imagine 
how, you know, try to look at it through your Guru Mahäräja’s 
eyes... These devotees of the Näma-haööa party were rough and 
rowdy… But when they came, I have to say; we used to have 
the most incredible kértanas. There was no temple. There was 
only some concrete foundations and some pillars with iron rods 
reinforcements, coming through the concrete. But we used to 
have these incredible kértanas, which used to go on literally 
for hours. We had a really strong bond with them, because we 
were the so-called builders of the temple, and they were the 
collectors of the money for the temple. When they used to come 
from Japan, it was wonderful to see them; they were rough and 
rowdy but they were very disciplined as well; and they really 
relished being in Våndävana for those breaks. They’d stay for 
about three weeks and then go back. So this was pretty much 
like that for the advent of your Guru Mahäräja around that time. 
Prabhupäda was coming fairly regularly to Våndävana. That 
was the mercy, really. This was Prabhupäda’s pet project. Well, 
he had two pet projects, Mäyäpura and Vrndävana. He said, “I 
don’t care if all other temples in ISKCON close, but Våndävana 
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and Mäyäpura must remain open.” So they were very important 
projects, like - Meccas. 

So, your Guru Mahäräja was like a wandering mendicant, 
he wore saffron cloth. He had different cloths, some were knee 
length, and others were a little bit longer, and he had like a 
chaddar, that’s how I remember him. I didn’t see him with 
anything else pretty much; he had some books, although I didn’t 
even know where he kept them. I always used to see him with 
his bits of cloth. But Prabhupäda took a lot of care of him, he 
really took him close. They used to spend a lot of time together. 
Because he was older… What age would he have been?

Nimäi Paëòita däsa: Mid forties, forty-five to be exact.
Guëärëava däsa: Oh! There you go! He was twice as old as us! I 
was in my early twenties; twenty-two, twenty-three, and he was 
in his mid forties. So Prabhupäda took him right under his wing, 
and I do not know what they used to discuss. You know they 
used to talk mostly in Hindi, sometimes in English — but he used 
to come… I forgot where he used to stay initially. Do you know 
where he used to stay? I think your Guru Mahäräja was living 
in Rämaë Reti somewhere, in a humble dwelling because he was 
inviting Prabhupäda to come, sit and take prasäda somewhere. 
In Rämaë Reti there were a lot of äçramas, and there was always 
prasäda. A lot of these people that would retire to Våndävana, 
they would always make sure that the sädhus were fed. There 
was no shortage of capätés, däl, rice, subji; there was plenty. 

Then eventually, when he came to see Prabhupäda, he 
would stay longer and longer, and then, as the temple began to 
develop, Prabhupäda was simultaneously building his house. 
And I remember that there was another Indian gentleman; his 
name was Yogi Bhajan, and if I am correct, he was a Mäyävädé, 
and for some reason Prabhupäda gave him sannyäsa. I remember, 
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sometimes I used to see Yogi Bhajan and Gour Govinda Mahäräja 
together. They took sannyäsa from Prabhupäda approximately at 
the same time but of course, on completely different levels. And 
then, from what I can recollect, he stayed around Våndävana for 
some time. But I think Prabhupäda was heading towards a focus 
for Gour Govinda Mahäräja. 

At that time, that was the building of the Kåñëa-Balaräma 
Mandir, it was all about Kåñëa-Balaräma, yet, although 
Prabhupäda was trying to get a Kåñëa-Balaräma Mandir built 
in Våndävana, he was also thinking about Bhubaneswar. So I 
think, at a point, Prabhupäda told him, “I’d like you to go to 
Bhubaneswar and start a temple.” And of course, it started from 
scratch, as he had no money. 

A Mood of Awe and Reverence

I never had the fortune to really get to know Gour Govinda 
Mahäräja closely; it was as if we were a little bit in a mood of 
awe and reverence with him. We were just building the temple, 
we were overseeing the workers — we had over three hundred 
workers there when it was really going — so we were quite 
focused. He was a quiet man, you know, and he liked being on 
his own. He was always on his own, wandering. Before he met 
Prabhupäda, he was always going here, there, everywhere. It’s 
interesting, isn’t it? It’s almost like destiny is very clear, isn’t 
it? His birth, where he was born, the quality of his parents, a 
traditional Våndävana family, the auspicious area where he 
was born… And then taking up chanting Hare Kåñëa and just 
wandering, reading çästra, living very simply… That’s one thing 
about Gour Govinda Mahäräja: he didn’t eat a lot. I don’t think 
that I ever saw him eat. That is what I am saying, he kept to 
himself, he didn’t socialise; he was with his thoughts, he was 
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with Kåñëa, he was very happy to meet Prabhupäda, he saw 
Prabhupäda as the real thing. It didn’t take him long to make 
up his mind to take initiation. He then, pretty much soon after 
that, he went off to fulfill the orders of his spiritual master, and 
he was pretty much absorbed in that project for many years. He 
stuck at it. So that’s pretty much it. I didn’t really have a lot of 
time to associate with him, he wasn’t long there.
 
Nimäi Paëòita däsa: You said the last time when Çréla 
Prabhupäda and Guru Mahäräja met; it seemed to you like they 
already knew each other [instant recognition]...? 
Guëärëava däsa: Yes! Well, I think that was it. You know, it’s 
difficult to talk about this, because, I guess, when you become 
advanced in Kåñëa consciousness, there is a knowing that 
we don’t know. So there was a knowing between those two 
personalities [Çréla Prabhupäda and Gour Govinda Mahäräja]. 
There was a knowing about Kåñëa consciousness; there was a 
knowing about where their sevä lay. What they used to talk 
about, who knows? Because we weren’t present, and that was 
why he never became familiar; you know, when you have 
respect for somebody, you don’t artificially go over and become 
familiar just for the sake of it. What’s the point? That’s not good. 

Nimäi Paëòita däsa: So you were like that with Guru Mahäräja. 
Did anyone else feel like that?
Guëärëava däsa: Well, there were only a few of us, but we were 
all like that.

Nimäi Paëòita däsa: Really?
Guëärëava däsa: Yeah! We were very respectful, and whenever 
he saw us, he was also very respectful. He would come over, talk 
for a little bit, and then he’d be off. That’s how he was, that’s my 
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remembrances of him. Why should he waste time, talking away 
like if he was a brahmacäré or some guy from L.A.? You know, 
you are kind of talking and relating, you go on and on and on, 
unnecessary most of the time… That was his culture, and his 
nature. He was a sädhu, and sädhus control their senses.

Sometimes Gour Govinda Mahäräja would just walk around 
the Kåñëa-Balaräma Mandir construction site and he would just 
be looking at everything, touching the steel reinforcements — 
there was steel coming out of the ground — he would touch 
that, run his hands along it, touching the concrete, touching 
everything, as if he was trying to understand every facet of the 
construction all at once.

Srila Prabhupada Looked After Us 
Like a Father

Nimäi Paëòita däsa: You also said that Prabhupäda would come 
to the hut where you were staying and sit on the bed, talk with 
you all, and if anyone was sick he would arrange medicine...
Guëärëava däsa: Yeah!

Nimäi Paëòita däsa: But you said that when Gour Govinda 
Mahäräja entered onto the property that all stopped.
Guëärëava däsa: Well, you know, things evolved a bit. When 
we first went to live on the land, Prabhupäda looked more 
after us, like a father; whenever he would come — it wasn’t 
for long periods — he would always ask about our well being, 
“Are you all right?” That’s why I also started a goshalla, because 
Prabhupäda said, “I want you to start a goshalla, we need milk, 
proper milk, because my disciples are not strong health wise; it 
is important that they are healthy in India, Våndävana.” Living 
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in Våndävana is like living under a microscope. Prabhupäda said 
that living for three years in Våndävana is like thirty years living 
in the west. It’s spiritually intense. I’ve had reactions when I was 
a brahmacäré. 

There Was No Sense Gratification

Guëärëava däsa: It was a hot summer; I thought to myself that, 
“I’m going to live on mangoes, beautiful mangoes.” After three 
or four days eating mangoes — you’d eat four or five mangoes 
through the day — I had horrendous boils, because of the 
sugar in the mangoes, the natural sugar. I had boils, they were 
so horrible, incredible. They needed lancing so all the poison 
could come out, and then, when boils go back down, they leave 
a crater. It was amazing the state of my legs… That was the 
spiritual intensity of Våndävana; there was no sense gratification. 
If you tried to have sense gratification in Våndävana, it wouldn’t 
work; it is impossible, you know, you’d suffer straight away. 

What Good Fortune

Guëärëava däsa: Getting back to your Guru Mahäräja, those were 
my main recollections. I wasn’t fortunate enough to have more 
association. But what I did see was perceived from a distance, 
more than from close up, intimate. He didn’t know anybody 
from ISKCON, and we were all young. Try to think, if you are in 
your mid forties, a sädhu, you are very set in your ways. He was 
more interested in trying to connect with Prabhupäda to find 
out what he should do next; after having met Prabhupäda, that 
was his focus and Prabhupäda very quickly gave him initiation.

Those were the days; those days never to be experienced 
again; fortunate we are! Those were sweet days, it was just 
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total causeless mercy how I was able to go to Våndävana in the 
early seventies and work on that project. It’s incredible, because 
before the project started being built, we were living there 
for about eighteen months, almost two years before anything 
substantial started happening. So, like I was saying earlier on, 
we were fortunate to associate with that level of Vaiñëava. So 
what good fortune! I don’t know, I don’t know, if anyone would 
say to me,” Would you like to relive those years?” I would say, 
“Absolutely! Tomorrow!”

A Generation of Incredible Older Vaisnavas
 
Guëärëava däsa: In those days, there were still many of 
Prabhupäda’s godbrothers around; there may have been fifteen 
to twenty of them in their eighties going into their nineties, 
and they used to come periodically to meet Prabhupäda. You 
could see them together, walking down the road, chanting on 
beads; there were sannyäsés, there were gåhasthas and there 
were vänaprasthas. I also remember Prabhupäda’s Godbrother 
Änanda prabhu who was a naistika-brahmacäré*, a brahmacäré 
all his life. He was about eighty nine years old.

So, we were surrounded by a generation of incredible older 
Vaiñëavas. And I must say that Gour Govinda Mahäräja was 
one of those Vaiñëavas. I’ve got to say so. I just wish that we 
would have had more opportunity to associate, but look, we 
were focused, we had a temple to build, and like I said before, 
he had his focus, plus he wasn’t there for very long. Once he had 
taken sannyäsa, he didn’t spend hardly any time in Våndävana. 
So you are fortunate to have connected with such a wonderful 
Vaiñëava.

*Naistika-brahmacäré: That means he had never any experience of sex. He never 
married. 
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They Had Never Actually Physically Met

Nimäi Paëòita däsa: So I would like to get back to this particular 
point to make sure I have it right: you said that there was a lot 
more association with Çréla Prabhupäda before, but that when 
Guru Mahäräja came, that started to diminish because Çréla 
Prabhupäda had Guru Mahäräja under his wing; and you did 
not get the association with Çréla Prabhupäda because he was 
spending most of his time with Guru Mahäräja. 
Guëärëava däsa: Yes!

Nimäi Paëòita däsa: So that’s a fact?
Guëärëava däsa: Yeah!

Nimäi Paëòita däsa: You also said that you could see the definite 
connection, even though they had never actually physically met.
Guëärëava däsa: O Yeah! Yeah!

He Came Specifically to Meet Prabhupada

Nimäi Paëòita däsa: Would you say that this was somewhat 
different than for the new devotees coming to Rämaë Reti.
Guëärëava däsa: Oh sure, no question! It was meant to be. 
It was like… You know, when Kåñëa comes into the material 
world, He comes with his entourage and paraphernalia, to do 
whatever His pastimes are. So it’s almost like that; Prabhupäda 
coming into this world, sent by Kåñëa to do a service to his guru, 
and him, Gour Govinda Maharaja, coming. Kåñëa arranged 
the connections, of which your Guru Mahäräja was one, a 
vital cog in the wheel. We were all Prabhupäda’s soldiers, we 
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were all from mleccha* families. We were from the west, taking 
drugs, you know, we were really out of it people. I always see 
my relationship with Prabhupäda like that: I will always be a 
soldier. That’s what soldiers do: they work hard, but your Guru 
Mahäräja wasn’t a foot soldier, he was special, he had a special 
connection with Prabhupäda.

Nimäi Paëòita däsa: Could everyone on the property see it?
Guëärëava däsa: Could? You imagine! Prabhupäda didn’t give 
him the same service to do; he didn’t say, “Oh, go to Mathurä and 
get cement”. He didn’t say, “You go and work with these boys 
on the construction site.” He had a mission, and the mission was 
clear. So they used to talk about that, but we weren’t present.

Nimäi Paëòita däsa: How did the other devotees on the property 
feel about Guru Mahäräja?
Guëärëava däsa: There were only a few of us, but we were all very 
respectful. Yeah, very connected! What I mean by ‘connected’ 
was that, even though we didn’t talk about it, we all felt and we 
all had a spontaneous respect for your Guru Mahäräja. The way 
he came… He came specifically to meet Prabhupäda. That was 
his business in Våndävana.
Nimäi Paëòita däsa: That was Guru Mahäräja’s big thing. That 
was it, really... 

Coming from the West

Nimäi Paëòita däsa: Guru däsa was the temple president at that 
time?
Guëärëava däsa: Guru däsa was the temple president, but of 

*Mleccha: meat eater. 
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course there was no temple to be president of. I remember 
coming from Wales. I was just a raw kid. I had never left Wales 
in my life, and all of a sudden I was in Våndävana to help build 
this beautiful temple. I was associating all of a sudden with 
these unique personalities, and getting plucked out of that area 
of the world, you know, out of what I was doing. I was living 
in London in a house. I was a hippie, searching for the truth. 
By getting plucked out of there and going to Våndävana I grew 
up very quickly, and I learned a lot. I matured. Just like I said 
earlier, Prabhupada said that three years in Våndävana is like 
thirty years in the west. I matured very quickly and I was doing 
incredible things, Prabhupäda empowered us to do stuff.
 
Nimäi Paëòita däsa: So you and the other devotees on the land 
thought that Guru Mahäräja was a little different?
Guëärëava däsa: He was! He was special.

Nimäi Paëòita däsa: You felt he was a real Vaiñëava not just...
Guëärëava däsa: Well, look, see it through our eyes, try to see 
it right, empathically: here is us coming from the west — we 
were kids really, raw kids — trying to do some service in the 
name of being a soldier, and all of a sudden you meet sädhus. 
I mean, your Guru Mahäräja was born in that unique place, in 
a unique family, with Çrémad-Bhägavatam, Jagannätha, deities, 
you know, so we have to respect that, you can’t touch that.
Nimäi Paëòita däsa: But you didn’t know about that then…
Guëärëava däsa: We didn’t know it, but at the same time we 
saw how Prabhupäda was behaving...
Nimäi Paëòita däsa: Behaving with him [Gour Govinda Swami]?
Guëärëava däsa: Yeah! So that was the measuring stick. 
Nimäi Paëòita däsa: Right: the guru is acting like that, so we 
should also.
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Guëärëava däsa: Prabhupäda was treating him differently than 
he was treating us.
Nimäi Paëòita däsa: Even though Çréla Prabhupäda was very 
nice to you all...
Guëärëava däsa: Oh yeah! But that is for them to know; this 
was Vaiñëava etiquette, we didn’t enter into that. We respectfully 
observed from a distance; but definitely special things were 
happening in Vrndävana, and your Guru Mahäräja was one of 
them. So how fortunate we were to be in the association of all 
these generations of Vaiñëavas! And they’ve all gone, they’ve all 
moved on… 

I Thought He Was a Babaji

Nimäi Paëòita däsa: You mentioned another point: he was 
coming to maìgala-ärati and he was always the first one there.
Guëärëava däsa: Oh yeah! Always the first one! It was as if 
he didn’t go to sleep. I can’t even remember where he used to 
stay. He was always the first one at maìgala-ärati, chanting with 
his bits of cloth. When I think about it now, I remember that 
I thought at that time that he was a bäbäjé, you see, because 
his cloth was short like theirs; so I thought like that, because 
in Rädhä-Kuëò and around the Braj area, there were a lot of 
bäbäjés — most of them wore white though — but I thought 
that he was a bäbäjé… 

So I was very respectful because I saw how Prabhupäda was 
treating him. Prabhupäda treated him in a special way, but we 
just didn’t know what was happening. That was not for us to 
know it was not like if it was a secret you can’t know; it’s just 
what was happening there, and we were sort of here, and it just 
went on. 



35tad viddhi praṇipātena

A Mature Cultured Vaisnava

Nimäi Paëòita däsa: There is another thing you said, like 
someone said something to Çréla Prabhupäda about my Guru 
Mahäräja and Çréla Prabhupäda said, “He’s not a new man, 
you’re all new men.” Were you there for that?*

Guëärëava däsa: I can’t remember whether I was there, but 
I know of the incident. I don’t know the details; it’s so long 
ago… It’s interesting, I am just seeing now how it’s important 
for someone else to be present to evoke the memory of the past. 
I wouldn’t have thought of that but now that you are saying 
that, I think there was some incident; I don’t know whether it 
was an inquiry, a devotee asking Prabhupäda, who was it… I 
can’t even remember the incident. Although I do remember the 
reply now that you say it like that. I don’t know if it was an issue 
or anything; it may have been some sort of an inquiry about 
Gour Govinda Mahäräja. I do remember hearing about that, 
Prabhupäda saying about him that,” He’s not a new man, you 
are all new men.” See, it just expands on, it confirms what I’ve 

*Author’s note: Comment by Bhägavata däsa [now Bhägavata Mahäräja]. 
Bhägavata däsa: After Gour Govinda Swami took sannyäsa many sannyäsés and Gov-
erning Body Commissioners [GBC] started complaining, “How has he taken sanny-
äsa? He’s a new man!” Then Çréla Prabhupäda told them, “He is a devotee from his 
birth, you are new men!”

Author’s note (ii): Gour Govinda Swami took first initiation from Çréla Prabhupäda 
after approximately one month, took Gäyatré Mantra after another one month, 
and approximately four months after that he took sannyäsa. Therefore by material 
calculations it could be said that Gour Govinda Swami was a ‘new man’ [within a 
six month period he took first and second initiation and sannyäsa], however, that 
is material calculation and Çréla Prabhupäda knew the heart of his disciple Gour 
Govinda Swami as he knew the hearts of all of his disciples. This is one of the 
symptoms of a true sädhu: he knows the heart.
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been saying before, that Prabhupäda had a special relationship 
with him. I mean, he was an older Vaiñëava; looking back at us, 
we were just kids, and this was a mature, cultured Vaiñëava. 
So Prabhupäda had talks with him, Kåñëa conscious talks, 
association: sädhu-saìga. Obviously that must have been some 
sort of immature enquiry, because I know for a fact that we 
wouldn’t say anything like that, “He is new.” That’s why I am 
saying that Surabhi, Satyavrata, myself, whoever else was there, 
that I knew, we were respectful and we kept our distances. I 
mean you spoke when you were spoken to, right?
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The Grand Festival for Mahaprabhu 
Mayapura - 1979

F rom the time Lagudi prabhu arrived in Australia 
he was presenting a great deal of information. The 
essence of what he revealed will be presented in this 

chapter.
Early 1979 in Mäyäpura during the second festival after the 

disappearance of Çréla Prabhupäda, Çri Çrémad Gour Govinda 
Swami Mahäräja fell sick. No-one knew what the illness was he 
was suffering from. The doctors could not ascertain the problem 
and said that he was not actually sick, although he certainly 
seemed to be ill.
 

The Symptoms Lasted Four Months

Läguòi däsa brahmacäré had acted as Çri Çrémad Gour 
Govinda Mahäräja’s servant for the period of four months—one 
month prior to the Mäyäpura Festival, two months in Mäyäpura 
and one month in Bhubaneswar—and had personally witnessed 
the different symptoms that developed in the body of Çri Çrémad 
Gour Govinda Swami Mahäräja from this mysterious illness.

Läguòi däsa had said, “I am very much indebted to Gour 
Govinda Mahäräja, I know that I was offensive to him somehow 
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or other when he was sick, but he did not take offence at me. 
I had the chance to be with him for all that time; he stayed in 
Mäyäpura for two months; he could not be moved, and then 
when he was better we put him into the bus and took him to 
Bhubaneswar. When we arrived at the Bhubaneswar land nearly 
everyone who lived there had left.”

Fixed in Krsna Consciousness

When Çri Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami Mahäräja came to 
the Mäyäpura Festival, he had not been eating for a few days; 
he had been fasting and his health had become worse and worse 
until he actually became delirious. Generally when a person 
becomes delirious, they just speak all nonsense, they just go a 
little crazy, but Gour Govinda Mahäräja was simply chanting‚ 
‘Nitäi-Gaura! Hari bol! ‘Nitäi-Gaura! Hari bol!’ Many tried to 
talk to him but he would not respond‚ he would just look up 
and say‚ ‘Nitäi-Gaura! Hari bol! Nitäi-Gaura! Hari bol!’ This was 
certainly an indication of his being fixed in Kåñëa consciousness.

Previously, when he was in good health, Çri Çrémad Gour 
Govinda Mahäräja would walk twenty miles at a time, and when 
he was sick he would just fast. The devotees would ask him, 
“Are you sick?” Where upon he would reply, “No, I am fasting.”

He Should Not Go to Anyone Else

On Tuesday, 27 February, 1979, the disappearance day 
of Çréla Jagannätha däsa Bäbäjé and Çré Rasikänanda Prabhu, 
a godbrother of Çréla Prabhupäda, Çré Çrémad Bhakti Dayita 
Mädhava Gosvämé Mahäräja left this world at 9:00 A.M. in 
Calcutta. Two days later, on Thursday, March 1, 1979, a festival 
of mourning was held in his honour at the Çré Caitanya Gaudiya 
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Math in Mäyäpura. Many sannyäsés from ISKCON had been 
invited to Çré Çrémad Bhakti Dayita Mädhava Gosvämé Mahäräja’s 
disappearance festival and had assembled at his maöha, next to 
the ISKCON temple in Mäyäpura. Amongst them was Gour 
Govinda Swami. During the highlight of a wonderful ecstatic 
kértana, Gour Govinda Mahäräja fell to the ground and began 
to moan and roll around in the dust. No one could ascertain the 
problem. Two sannyäsés carried Gour Govinda Mahäräja back 
to Läguòi’s room and they said, “He should only go to Läguòé‚ 
not to anyone else.” Everyone thought that he had some type of 
tropical fever, but no one knew what, so they felt it best that he 
be with his friend Läguòi däsa Brahmacäré.

Läguòi dasa: I was invited to the ceremony for Çréla 
Prabhupäda’s godbrother‚ Mädhava Mahäräja, but I did not 
go. I was in my room when I heard a knock at the door. I 
opened the door and saw two sannyäsés holding Gour Gov-
inda Mahäräja, and they said to me that I should look after 
him. I thought that it would only be for a few days because 
he had never been sick in his whole life. He had never had 
any real illness!

   
None Were Successful

No sooner had Gour Govinda Mahäräja been taken to 
Läguòi’s room then Bhägavata däsa arrived. He was the president 
of the Bhubaneswar temple at that time. Bhägavata däsa was 
very concerned for Gour Govinda Mahäräja’s health, so he 
brought all the doctors and kaviräjas that he knew of to try and 
cure Gour Govinda Mahäräja’s illness. Yet none of them was 
successful, and could not even bring about any improvement of 
his condition.
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Some of the devotees, in their concern for Gour Govinda 
Mahäräja, began to wonder if he was possessed by a ghost‚ so 
they sent a devotee to Navadvépa to bring an exorcist. A tantric 
exorcist came and examined Gour Govinda Mahäräja, and said‚ 
“No‚ no‚ this is no ghost. This is definitely no ghost.”
 

Srila Niskincana Krsnadasa Babaji Maharaja 
Arrives 

Läguòi däsa: Bhägavata däsa came and brought a lot of 
people; then Kåñëadäsa Bäbäjé Mahäräja‚ Çréla Prabhupäda’s 
godbrother, came, brought by a Bengali sannyäsé, and started 
speaking in Bengali to Gour Govinda Mahäräja and to that 
sannyäsé. The sannyäsé translated it for us in English I re-
member this.

Çréla Niñkiïcana Kåñëadäsa Bäbäjé Mahäräja was a disciple of 
Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura Prabhupäda. Kåñëadäsa 
Bäbäjé Mahäräja was a great well-wisher to Çréla Prabhupäda’s 
disciples and when they would ask him questions, his usual 
answer was, “Hare Kåñëa Hare Kåñëa Kåñëa Kåñëa Hare Hare, 
Hare Räma Hare Räma Räma Räma Hare Hare.” Although highly 
educated in the schools of his native Bengal and fluent in English, 
he spoke English only rarely. Mostly, he just kept chanting Hare 
Kåñëa. Çréla AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda himself had 
spoken of Kåñëadäsa Bäbäjé Mahäräja as niñkiïcana, “having 
no material attachments,” and paramahaàsa, “a swanlike pure 
devotee.”

Bhägavata däsa: Kåñëa Däsa Bäbäjé Mahäräja came into 
the room, took one thread from his dhoté and put it under 
the nose of Gour Govinda Mahäräja. I was familiar with this 
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technique because it describes in Çré Caitanya-caritämåta 
how Särvabhauma Bhaööäcärya did the same thing [to Lord 
Caitanya when he had collapsed in the Jagannätha temple]. 
Bäbäjé Mahäräja felt Gour Govinda Mahäräja’s pulse, looked 
at his eyes, and felt his head. Then he rose, and turning to 
me he laughed and said, bhäva, bhäva’, indicating to me that 
Gour Govinda Mahäräja was experiencing kåñëa-premä….

 
Läguòi däsa: The sannyäsé was interested to find out 

from Gour Govinda Mahäräja through Bäbäjé Maharaja who 
would be the next äcärya of ISKCON. He was interested to 
know what Çréla Prabhupäda had said as to who would be his 
successor, because he knew he was a very special personali-
ty. They knew that Çréla Prabhupäda liked Kåñëadäsa Bäbäjé 
very much, of whom he had said that he was a mahä-bhäga-
vata and a paramahaàsa‚ not just a parivräjakäcärya. Every-
one knew that he knew Kåñëa and they wanted to ask him 
to ask Gour Govinda Mahäräja if he knew what Krsna want-
ed with ISKCON‚ now that Çréla Prabhupäda had left. They 
wanted to figure it out‚ they could not understand what was 
going on.

Why Are You Bothering me?

When Bäbäjé Mahäräja said that Gour Govinda Mahäräja 
was not sick, this sannyäsé said‚ “Ask him now‚ ask him who 
will be the next leader of ISKCON.” The sannyäsé felt that Gour 
Govinda Mahäräja knew who would be in charge. When the 
Bäbäjé asked‚ “Who will now replace Çréla Prabhupäda?” Gour 
Govinda Mahäräja replied‚ “No one!” When they started to 
put more questions to Gour Govinda Mahäräja, he said‚ “Why 
are you bothering me? I am serving Kåñëa. Leave me alone.” 
He was completely absorbed in his internal relationship with 
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Rädhä and Kåñëa, so he did not like to hear all these questions. 
Then Kåñëadäsa Bäbäjé turned to the devotees in the room and 
said‚ “We should not disturb him. He is saying that we should 
all go away.” After a short silence he added, “Let us leave him; 
he is not sick‚ he has entered into his rasa with Kåñëa. Do not 
bother him; he is serving in his relationship with Kåñëa. He is 
in the spiritual world; he is in Kåñëa’s pastimes.” Then Bäbäjé 
Maharaja left us.

Please Forgive Me for All My Offences

Although he was externally greatly incapacitated‚ Çré Çrémad 
Gour Govinda Swami was even more humble than he usually 
was. He would apparently come to a little external consciousness 
and would say that he had offended such and such devotee‚ 
and he would ask, “Please bring this devotee.” When others 
brought that devotee he felt he had offended‚ Gour Govinda 
Mahäräja would just fall down flat on the floor‚ offer prostrated 
obeisances, touch that devotee’s feet and say‚ “Please forgive my 
offences; I have offended you so much.” The surprised devotee 
would say‚ “Mahäräja, how could you offend me? You are so 
saintly! You have not done anything to offend me‚ Mahäräja.” 
Then after some time‚ he would again say‚ “Oh‚ I have offended 
this devotee, please bring him here‚” and again the devotee 
would be brought, and Gour Govinda Mahäräja would do the 
same thing‚ saying‚ “Oh‚ please forgive me for all my offences.” 

 Do Not Disturb Him

Läguòi däsa: We called other doctors, but we were ad-
vised not to give Mahäräja medicine if he did not want to take 
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it. “Do not force him”, they said, “and if he does not want to 
eat, then do not force him.” He neither ate nor drank. He 
was in kåñëa-prema. This is what Kåñëadäsa Bäbäjé had told 
us. Bäbäjé Mahäräja believed that he was a mahä-bhägavata.

From what I can understand, Kåñëadäsa Bäbäjé was 
very encouraged that Çréla Prabhupäda had one disciple like 
this: a mahä-bhägavata. I was there in the room when Bäbäjé 
Mahäräja paid his obeisances to Gour Govinda Mahäräja and 
said‚ ‘He is a mahä-bhägavata, do not disturb him.’

 

Narayana Ramanuja Dasa 
The Ayurvedic Doctor/Mystic

For Gour Govinda Mahäräja’s welfare, the devotees took him 
to an Ayurvedic doctor whose name was Näräyaëa Rämänuja 
Däsa. The kaviräja observed Gour Govinda Mahäräja and said‚ 
“He is maturing his perfection‚ then he will be able to drop down 
to the madhyama-adhikäré platform, he will mature this prema-
bhakti.” The kaviräja said‚ “In four years he will either disappear 
because he has matured his relationship with Kåñëa‚ or Kåñëa 
will let him stay and preach. It is up to Kåñëa. These are the 
symptoms before entering into prema-bhakti—perfection, and 
one cannot go back if he has gone too far.” 

Then the devotees asked the kaviräja‚ “Çréla Prabhupäda 
was matured‚ he could play at madhyama-adhikäré, but if one is 
not matured, how can he play it both ways?” The kaviräja said 
to them‚ “If he does not disappear‚ if Kåñëa does not take him, 
then he will become a rare personality, a great preacher—an 
äcärya! Everyone will see.”
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He Was Aloof from the Body

Laguòé däsa took the opportunity to learn from his 
association with Gour Govinda Mahäräja during this time, and 
later on said, “I could realise at least that I am not the body. 
I perceived that there were like two persons in the body of 
Gour Govinda Mahäräja. One person was inside‚ and a different 
activity was going on. One person was inside and one was the 
body; they were different‚ two kinds of activity were going on. 
I could at least understand that I was not the body. I could not 
realise this while reading the books of Çréla Prabhupäda. I did 
not have the full understanding that I was not the body; but 
after experiencing Gour Govinda Mahäräja’s symptoms‚ I was 
put into the situation that I could really believe that we are not 
the body‚ we are a spiritual soul, and we can enjoy spiritual 
rasa without depending on the body. I came to realise this by 
watching Gour Govinda Mahäräja in this so-called ‘sick period’ 
of his life. I was able to realise that the soul is aloof from the 
body, because he was aloof from the body—so aloof. He was 
not depending on the body, he was not depending on anything 
external—for living‚ for anything. I perceived he did not depend 
on food‚ not on anything.”

Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Mahäräja was neither eating very 
much‚ not drinking‚ nor apparently sleeping for this whole 
period. If he did anything, it was very little; these were not 
normal conditions of life. Sometimes he would have one cup of 
water a day, maybe, and sometimes not. Laguòé däsa would give 
him water and he would knock it over. Laguòé däsa said that he 
could see two persons—the outside person looked very strange, 
and the inside person was very happy—in ecstasy!  
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Take Him Out of the Dhama

He was taken to many other doctors; they all said the same 
thing‚ “He is not sick.” Then he was taken on the Mäyäpura 
temple bus to a physician who administered herbs. On the way 
to this doctor, one devotee told everyone on the bus‚ Laguòé däsa 
included, to chant their gäyatré-mantra for ghosts, and they all 
broke their sacred threads. However Laguòé däsa did not chant 
his gäyatré and did not break his sacred brähmaëä thread. Laguòé 
däsa said, “I just chanted Hare Kåñëa. I knew that his maturity 
would be shown and his preaching of Kåñëa consciousness. 
They thought they should chant their gäyatré to scare ghosts off 
because they thought that Gour Govinda Mahäräja was being 
attacked by ghosts.” Gour Govinda Mahäräja did not know 
where they were taking him; he never knew. 

The name of the doctor they were going to see was 
Ratnagarbha Mahäräja. When they arrived at his practice, the 
kaviräja administered herbs to Gour Govinda Mahäräja’s neck 
and on the basis of his diagnosis he said‚ “No he is not sick.” 
But he also said‚ “There is too much spiritual potency here for 
him. Take him out of the dhäma. Get him out of Mäyäpura‚ the 
internal relationship is too strong. Get him out of the dhäma‚ do 
not go to either Våndävana or Mäyäpura; and no big kértanas; do 
not go to the Yamunä or the Ganges.” 

He was then taken back to the Mäyäpura temple and back 
to the room. He was still the same. One of the managers from 
the Mäyäpura temple came to see what was going on and Laguòé 
explained the situation to him and he said‚ “Just keep him 
locked up in the room.” 

Laguòé däsa: So I looked after him, but it was not easy. 
We had him locked in the room and he was trying to break 
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out—kicking, ripping up things. He was kicking the door; he 
wanted to get out. We tied his legs and hands with a dhoöé. He 
was so strong‚ he would stand up and then fall down. It was 
unbelievable; it would scare me. We had two rooms‚ one was 
a bedroom and the other was a bathroom. I would carry him 
to and from the toilet; he had gone from his normal body 
weight to half his normal body weight; he was very easy to 
carry around. His legs had become thin like arms‚ but he was 
so strong. I could not hold him down. Previously, he would 
walk up to twenty miles a day to preach door to door. He 
never took a taxi or rickshaw‚ he walked everywhere. This 
was the first time he had been sick. He had never been sick.

His Body Changed 

Gour Govinda Mahäräja would show all day long great 
humility by paying obeisances flat on  the ground. In the long 
building‚ if some devotee passed by he would immediately offer 
full daëòavats (prostrated obeisances) to anyone and everyone. 
Some would step on his hands accidentally, because they did 
not expect him to do that. They would just walk by, not even 
entering the room‚ just walk by — and he would see them and 
offer full daëòavats whether it was an older devotee or a younger 
devotee.

At one stage, Gour Govinda Mahäräja could not hear, and 
he forgot all the languages that he knew; and he spoke many 
languages, including Oriya, Hindi‚ Sanskrit‚ Bengali and English. 
His whole body transformed; sometimes he was sweating‚ 
sometimes shivering; his body changed colour‚ from white to 
blue, to a red colour, to pink. Laguòé däsa was witnessing the 
whole transformation of Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Mahäräja.
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The Most Amazing Thing Happened 

At one stage of his supposed illness, he thought that there 
was a swing in the room‚ like one used for swinging the deities. 
Laguòé däsa could not understand what he was doing; Laguòé 
däsa would just sit in the room chanting japa and Gour Govinda 
Mahäräja was sometimes laughing and sometimes crying, 
sometimes rolling on the ground.

Then the most amazing thing happened, in Laguòé däsa’s 
own words, “Suddenly, he changed body, and looked like a 
woman, from the top to the bottom, a whole transformation 
— his body looked like a woman’s, with a säré on...” No longer 
was there a sannyäsé (swami) sitting there, but a young female 
wearing a säré. The body had completely changed...!*

The Symptoms of Sattvika-Bhava

Laguòé Prabhu and Gour Govinda Mahäräja were 
godbrothers and friends, however, Laguòé had acted as Gour 
Govinda Mahäräja’s servant for approximately four months 
and had personally witnessed many symptoms on his body. 
*Author’s comment: This may be too much for your mind to deal with however; 
as time went on other devotees experienced this transformation in Çré Çrémad Gour 
Govinda Mahäräja. Also we are three-dimensional beings, we see according to length, 
breadth and height; however sädhu-guru is from the fourth dimension, the spiritual 
dimension! Our three dimensional mind cannot yet deal with the fourth dimension. 
“...We are conditioned souls, we can only conceive such a thing that has three dimen-
sions; length, breadth and height. We cannot conceive a vastu or something that has 
four dimensions. This is very deep philosophy. Not an easy thing. We cannot con-
ceive of such a thing that has four dimensions. How can we conceive? The Supreme 
Lord is in that sphere where there are four dimensions, so how can we conceive with 
our materially conditioned senses? We cannot conceive at all....” (Çré Çrémad Gour 
Govinda Mahäräja excerpt from a lecture on Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi-lélä 5.84-
86, 14 September 1989, Bhubaneswar, India)



48 Just Try to Learn the Truth

Chapter 4

The Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu describes the symptoms of 
transcendental ecstacy, sättvika-bhäva. They are eight in all: 1. 
becoming stunned, 2. perspiring, 3. hair standing on end, 4. 
faltering of voice, 5. trembling, 6. changing of bodily colour, 7. 
tears and 8. devastation.

 Laguòé Prabhu witnessed at different times these eight 
transcendental symptoms in the body of Gour Govinda 
Mahäräja. It should also be understood that symptom number 
6, changing of bodily colour, is a very rare symptom to observe.*

“How Long Have I Been Sleeping?”

 After several months he gradually came to a little external 
awareness; he asked Läguòi däsa‚ “What is this?” pointing to his 
bead bag. Laguòé responded‚ “It is a bead bag.” Then when his 
health was more sound‚ he became even more restless‚ because 
Laguòé had to explain to him that he was the body‚ the hand, 
the foot. He would ask‚ ‘What is it?’ And when Laguòé explained 
it to him‚ “This is a hand—your hand; this is a foot—your foot; 
this is your body”, he thought Laguòé was crazy. Poking at 
Laguòé’s hand he said‚ ‘What is it?’ Then poking at his own body‚ 
‘What is this?’ Lagudi said‚ “This is a material body‚” and with 
that answer, Mahäräja cried out and fell down to the ground. 
Läguòi said, “That was because he realised that he was still in 
a material body. It was painful for me to see how he acted‚ as 
if he was coming from a dream.” Then after some time Laguòé 
began reading to him from the Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, only the 
Bengali verses and the English translations. 

*The Nectar of Devotion has these symptoms described especially about the 
body-changing colour on page 227. It is also described in the Nectar of Devotion that 
the body changing to the colour red is a very rare symptom to see even in the body of 
a mahä-bhägavata. 
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Läguòi felt that it was the greatest boon of Çréla Prabhupäda’s 
mercy for him, to associate with Gour Govinda Mahäräja during 
this time‚ for the period of four months. Though all these things 
were happening to Gour Govinda Mahäräja‚ Laguòé believed 
that Mahäräja did not know anything about it at all, and when 
he came back to external consciousness he asked Laguòé‚ 
“How long have I been sleeping?” Laguòé answered him, “Four 
months—four months lost.” But Gour Govinda Mahäräja 
thought that he had just been asleep for a few minutes!! 

But He Was Not Sick!

Gour Govinda Mahäräja’s outward appearance had changed; 
he looked like a different person. After all that had happened in 
Mäyäpura, when he finally arrived back in Bhubaneswar all the 
new bhaktas (aspiring devotees) came and looked at him, and 
then they all left. In Laguòé Prabhu’s own words, “They were all 
scared of his appearance and they all ran away.” He would not 
speak to anyone; Laguòé would just say, “He is sick‚ he is sick!” 
When guests came to see him, Laguòé would again say, “He is 
sick” and just close the door. But he was not sick! Throughout 
the whole period he gave no lectures and had practically no 
dealings with anyone except Laguòé däsa.

After the initial three months, it took one more month for 
him to come back to external consciousness. Just slowly‚ slowly; 
he did not say anything to anyone, he would just sit and look at 
himself quietly‚ not saying anything. Then when Laguòi was in 
the room with him, when devotees and other people would look 
through the crack in the door‚ he would be laughing‚ laughing 
to himself‚ as if he was hiding something.



50 Just Try to Learn the Truth

Chapter 4

 He Will Go Back To Godhead or ...

Laguòé däsa: I could not forget his forgetfulness of the 
body‚ but later on I studied Çré Caitanya-caritämåta—The 
Pastimes of Lord Caitanya—and I could gain some idea that 
it is possible to forget the body.

When he was better, he changed his attitude to others 
and he began to laugh. Previously he had never spoken En-
glish much, and his classes were different. He would never 
talk to anyone in English‚ very little. No big preaching to 
Westerners, only in Oriya. He did not chastise anyone before 
as he did now in class (1990). Previously he was not worried 
about external things‚ dualities‚ petty things, as we are‚ “This 
is good and this is bad.” His mood was completely different 
after these four months. One kaviräja said‚ “He will go back 
to Godhead or he will stay and deliver others, and in the fu-
ture he will be recognised; wait and see.”

Author’s comment (i): When I did this interview with Laguòé prabhu, in North Syd-
ney Australia, (1990) Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Mahäräja was there, along with His 
Grace Caitanya Chandra däsa and Parameçvara däsa was recording the conversation. 
When the interview was completed and I asked Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Mahäräja 
if he would like to comment on the interview with Laguòé prabhu, he smiled and 
said, “what I’ll say?” The information in this chapter is what Laguòé prabhu had been 
saying from the outset. From the first time he began speaking with the devotees at 
the Colo river äçrama he was actually just preaching the glories of Çré Çrémad Gour 
Govinda Swami. In 2002, at the Vyäsa-püjä ceremony of Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda 
Swami, Laguòé prabhu said to me, in regards to this incidence [early 1979], “there is 
one more thing that I have not told you…!”
Author’s comment (ii): This same information is in Kåñëäliìgita-vigraha, the autho-
rised biography of Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami Mahäräja. Whilst I was writing 
the life story I had the assistance of a professional proofreader. At that time he had 
just been given a copy of The Science of Self Realisation and was reading it. Then he 
began working on the biography of Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami Mahäräja, when 
he had finished working on the life story and read almost half of The Science of Self 
Realisation, he said to me one day, “I thought you Hare Kåñëa’s were just a bunch 
of hippies but after reading The Science of Self Realisation and the life story of your 
spiritual master I can see Kåñëa consciousness is very, very deep.”
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Krsna Can Make an Arrangement 

The Lord in the Heart

I had not yet seen nor heard Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda 
Swami speak; in fact, I still did not know who he was, 
but Laguòé Prabhu had been constantly glorifying him, 

and until 1988 I still did not really know ‘what was what’, all 
I knew was that I needed to find a guru, a real sädhu, a real 
Vaiñëava — someone who was truly Kåñëa’s man. This would 
be a very difficult task. If one wants to find a bona-fide guru, 
what should one do? Pray sincerely from within the core of 
one’s heart, otherwise you will be cheated again and again. The 
Paramätmä [Supersoul] is in the heart He knows what we are 
thinking...! Pray to Him!

éçvaraù sarva-bhütänäà
håd-deçe ‘rjuna tiñöhati

bhrämayan sarva-bhütäni
yanträrüòhäni mäyayä 

“The Supreme Lord is situated in everyone’s heart, O Arjuna, 
and is directing the wanderings of all living entities, who are 
seated as on a machine, made of the material energy.”24 

sarvasya cähaà hådi sanniviñöo
mattaù småtir jïänam apohanaà ca
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vedaiç ca sarvair aham eva vedyo
vedänta-kåd veda-vid eva cäham

“I am seated in everyone’s heart, and from Me come remem-
brance, knowledge and forgetfulness. By all the Vedas am I 
to be known; indeed I am the compiler of Vedänta, and I am 
the knower of the Vedas.”25

çåëvatäà sva-kathäù kåñëaù
puëya-çravaëa-kértanaù

hådy antaù-stho hy abhadräëi
vidhunoti suhåt satäm

“Çré Kåñëa, the Personality of Godhead, who is the Paramät-
mä [Supersoul] in everyone’s heart and the benefactor of the 
truthful devotee, cleanses desire for material enjoyment from 
the heart of the devotee who has developed the urge to hear 
His messages, which are in themselves virtuous when prop-
erly heard and chanted.”26

These three verses explain how the Supreme Lord is in 
everyone’s heart, He will hear your prayers, He will hear the 
whisperings of your mind and heart, and He will witness your 
words, deeds and actions. The Supreme Lord has stated in the 
Bhagavad-gétä: gatir bhartä prabhuù säkñé, “I am the goal, the 
sustainer, the master, the witness...”27

 And if you want to hear the messages of the Supreme Lord 
who do you go to?

yäha, bhägavata paòa vaiñëavera sthäne
ekänta äçraya kara caitanya-caraëe
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“If you want to understand Çrémad-Bhägavatam,” he said*, 
“you must approach a self-realised Vaiñëava and hear from him. 
You can do this when you have completely taken shelter of the 
lotus feet of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.”28

How to Find a Sadhu?
Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami explains how to find a sadhu.

Devotee: How does one recognise a sädhu?
Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami: Cry before Kåñëa. Only 
He can help you to find a sädhu. You can’t recognise a sädhu. 
You have no vision to see the sädhu. If you try by yourself to 
recognise sädhu, then you will be cheated. If you are serious, 
then cry before Him. “ Kåñëa! I am Your servant!”

ayi nanda-tanuja kiìkaraà
patitaà mäà viñame bhavämbudhau

kåpayä tava päda-paìkaja-
sthita-dhülé-sadåçaà vicintaya 29

Mahäprabhu has taught us this. This is crying before Kåñëa. 
“O nanda-tanuja, son of Nanda Mahäräja, I am Your kiìkarä, 
Your servant. Somehow or other I have fallen here in this 
dreadful ocean of material existence and I have been drowning 
from time immemorial, but I want to serve You. How can I 
serve You? How can I become a speck of dust at Your lotus 
feet? Please help me.” Just cry. Without the help of a sädhu you 
cannot approach Kåñëa. You can’t utter Kåñëa’s name. When 

*Author’s comment: “...he said...” refers to Svarüpa Dämodara Gosvämé. Svarüpa 
Dämodara Gosvämé was the incarnation of the gopé Lalitä. He served as the secretary 
and intimate associate of Lord Caitanya at Puré and would assist in the Lord’s feelings 
of separation by reciting appropriate verses and singing devotional songs.
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you cry like that, Kåñëa is there in your heart as Paramätmä. 
He will say, “Oh now he is crying for Me.” Then He makes an 
arrangement. 

This is the proper way. If by your own effort you try to 
recognise a sädhu, you will be cheated. You can’t see a sädhu. 
You have no vision at all. You see only all outward, external 
things. You can’t see the real thing. There are many persons 
who are only outwardly sädhus. You will be enchanted by their 
external activities: “Oh, he is a great sädhu! Yes, he is producing 
gold!” You will be cheated. You can’t get a real sädhu [in this 
way].

A real sädhu is one who is completely absorbed in Kåñëa, 
day and night, twenty-four hours. He has obtained Kåñëa. He is 
with Kåñëa. He can give you Kåñëa. You can’t see him. You have 
no vision. Only you can cry for Kåñëa from the core of your 
heart. This is not an external cry. It is internal. Then Kåñëa, 
who is in your heart, will see that you are crying and He will 
help you. He will make arrangement for you to meet such a 
sädhu. That is the arrangement of Kåñëa. When you meet such a 
person, you will feel some spontaneous attraction from the core 
of your heart. That attraction is the proof. 

Devotee: To meet a sädhu is so rare. How can one get the 
opportunity?
Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami: It’s a fact that it is rare, but if 
you are really crying for it, then Kåñëa can make an arrangement. 
It is impossible for you, but nothing is impossible for Kåñëa...!30
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Erroneous Psychological Irk

In 1988 I was standing outside of a bank in Murwillumbah, 
New South Wales with Laguòé Prabhu, whom I had given a lift 
into the township from the New Govardhana farm, and he was 
talking to me for a long time. To tell you the truth I honestly 
thought that he was speaking to me about money and banking, 
and about the amount of interest you can earn, but what he was 
really talking about again was Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami, 
and I was again not able to understand him. Perhaps this was 
some erroneous psychological irk from my previous life.

I Nearly Missed The Boat

You see, if you do not listen then how can you understand? 
Therefore, because I could not understand Laguòé Prabhu, I 
was, in point of actual fact, missing out! I was actually missing 
out on the association of sädhu-guru-vaiñëava. I nearly missed 
the boat, so to speak. 

It was really Jagat Paté Prabhu and Déna Bandhu Prabhu that 
helped me understand what Laguòé prabhu was saying, about 
who Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami was, otherwise I was a 
lost fellow. So I am very grateful to Jagat Paté Prabhu and Déna 
Bandhu Prabhu who spent a great deal of time with Laguòé 
Prabhu and explained to me what he was saying. 

So finally, after eight years from the day when Laguòé Prabhu 
had first arrived in Australia and I had picked him up and had 
driven him to the Bhaktivedanta Ashram in Colo River, the three 
of us made the decision to go to Bhubaneswar. Consequently we 
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went to India, to the state of Orissa (now Odisha), to a small hut 
in Bhubaneswar, near a village called Nayapalli on the National 
Highway No. 5, in the hope to meet the amazing personality 
whom Laguòé prabhu had incessantly been speaking about. 
Therefore I would like to take the opportunity to offer my 
heartfelt daëòavat präëäàs and many thanks to Laguòé Prabhu, 
Jagat Paté Prabhu and Déna Bandhu Prabhu. 
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Bhubaneshwar
“That Out-of-the-Way Place.”

T here were three of us, Jagat Paté Prabhu, Déëa-bhandu 
Prabhu and myself (Nimäi Paëòita däsa). We actually 
did not have these names yet, as we had not taken 

initiation from Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Mahäräja. The three of 
us came from Australia in search of a bona fide guru, but so far 
we had not met him. Back in 1989 Bhubaneswar was such an 
out of the way place, that practically no one would visit there, 
plus the fact was that it was very austere. At that time, Çré Çrémad 
Gour Govinda Mahäräja had seven or eight Western disciples, 
and of course many Oriya (local Indian) disciples. Most of them 
were very well versed in the scriptures as they had been listening 
to Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Mahäräja for numerous years and 
could present the siddhänta most eloquently, some of the Oriyas 
could even present the siddhänta in English much better than 
the Western aspiring Vaiñëavas.

We arrived in Bhubaneswar at about 4:00 am on the train 
from Calcutta — a nerve racking hectic experience — and at 
about 5:00 am, we arrived at the temple on a couple of rickshaws. 
It was still very much a construction site, not the wonderful 
building that we see in Bhubaneswar today.  
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He Was the One We Had Come to See

When we arrived at the front gate of the temple compound, 
there was no key for the gate, as the Temple Commander had 
misplaced it. So, we threw our bags inside the compound and 
climbed over the gate. Here we were, we had finally arrived 
inside in the Bhubaneswar temple compound. As we picked up 
our bags, we saw to our right that there was a thatched mud-
hut/cottage where a light was burning and we said to each other, 
“He must be in there, I wonder what he is doing?” We had heard 
from Laguòé Prabhu of his greatness, but he was very hidden 
from the ISKCON mainstream. Nonetheless, he was the one we 
had come to see. 

A Bucket Full of Holes

We were given a room in the guesthouse, which was also 
still under construction, so we were living in an unfinished 
room. We were given a bucket with which we were to take bath, 
so I went to the toilet (a tin shed) and then proceeded to fill 
the bucket to take bath outside of the tin shed toilet. Well, the 
bucket was full of holes, and I had to scoop the water out very 
quickly before the water from the bucket emptied out through 
those holes. In retrospect I may say that the bucket full of holes 
was most probably an indication of our spiritual life, it was full 
of holes. We had nothing and we needed help. We were lost 
souls! 

In a lecture many years later Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda 
Mahäräja said:

Have you received prema? No? Mahäprabhu is the giv-
er, and we are the receivers. We should receive kåñëa-prema, 
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but why can’t we receive it? When He gives, how can you 
receive? If I give you something, “All right, take this” then 
how will you take it? You will put out your hands to receive 
it. Mahäprabhu gives prema-rasa, the loving mellow.

änanda-lélämaya-vigrahäya
hemäbha-divya-cchavi-sundaräya

tasmai mahä-prema-rasa-pradäya
caitanya-candräya namo namas te

“O Lord Caitanya-candra, whose form is full of blissful 
pastimes, whose complexion is as splendid as gold, and who 
gives in charity the most glorious mellow of pure love for 
Lord Kåñëa, I offer my respectful obeisances unto You.”31

Mahä-prema-rasa. Rasa means “mellow”, it is liquid. 
When we speak of mellow, rasa, it is not solid but it is liquid. 
Prema-rasa is to be tasted, relished. Mahäprabhu is the giver 
and we are the receivers of this rasa but how can we receive 
it? You may stretch out your hands and say, “Yes, please give 
me!” But this is mellow. If someone gives you some mellow, 
you should approach with a container, a receptacle to accept 
it in. If there are holes in your container, how can you take 
it? Everything will pour out. Therefore, with what type of 
container will we approach Mahäprabhu to receive the pre-
ma-rasa He is giving?

If you go to the Ganges with a pot filled to the brim with 
filthy, nasty things, how can you collect Ganges water? You 
must examine the pot to see whether it is suitable or not. If it 
is filled with filthy things, first remove them and wash it out. 
Empty it, and then you can fill it with Ganges water. Simi-
larly, Mahäprabhu is giving prema-rasa, the loving mellow. 
How can we approach Him, and with what kind of recepta-
cle? Do you know?
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Another question arises. You can put cow’s milk in an 
earthen pot, but can you put a lioness’s milk in the same type 
of pot? No, because a lioness’s milk is very strong. If you 
put it in an earthen pot, which is porous, it will crack and 
everything will pour out. To hold a lioness’s milk you need 
a golden pot. Similarly, Mahäprabhu gives prema-rasa, the 
loving mellow, and you must approach Him with a proper 
non-porous container. 

It is said that Caitanya is like a lion, Caitanya-siàha. 
He roars like a lion. He has the shoulders and waist of a lion 
and He was born on the full moon evening of the month of 
Phälguna, during the zodiac constellation of Leo, the lion. 
Therefore He is siàha, Caitanya-siàha. Consequently when 
He gives prema-rasa, what type of container is required to 
receive it? The proper receptacle is the heart. You cannot 
receive it with your hands or any container other than your 
heart. Only with that container you can receive the prema-ra-
sa given by Mahäprabhu.

You should first examine your heart to check that there 
are no holes in it. Is it a pure heart? If there are holes or nasty 
things in it, how can you receive prema-rasa? Lust, anger, 
greed, pride, arrogance, and envy are the nasty things. These 
are the holes in the container. Though Mahäprabhu gives 
kåñëa-prema indiscriminately to one and all, why is it that 
not everyone is receiving it? How will our hearts be free from 
all these nasty things? How can we take care of the heart, so 
that we may receive Mahäprabhu’s mercy and make a success 
of our human birth?32 

Holes in the Bucket and Holes in the Heart!

In this way we took bath; with holes in the bucket and 
holes in our heart! Then we went to the ground floor of the 
construction site, which was to be the restaurant. It was dark 



61tad viddhi praṇipātena

and still under construction, and this is where there was a 
makeshift temple room. 

At that time there was another sannyäsé there, a westerner, 
who gave class that morning, but I was so tired that I could not 
stay awake and, to tell you the truth, I could not wait until the 
class ended, no offence intended to that sannyäsé.

Do You Want to See Guru Maharaja?

After class, a devotee named Nru Hari däsa came up to us 
and said, “Do you want to see Guru Mahäräja?” We immediately 
responded, “Yes!” This was such a quick invitation to see the 
sädhu we had come for! So, we followed Nru Hari däsa who 
ushered us into Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Mahäräja’s room.* 
Now, we did not know what to expect, and when I entered into 
Mahäräja’s room, I was somewhat taken aback by the effulgence 
emanating from his body and his mood of humility. There he 
was, the personality that Çréla Prabhupäda said was, ‘a devotee 
from his birth’. The personality about whom Çréla Prabhupäda 
had said, ‘Kåñëa has sent him’. That same personality Çréla 
Prabhupäda said would take him to Orissa, to Puré and to 
Jagannätha, was sitting there, on fire, literally. A blazing 
effulgence was emanating from his body. We all witnessed 
this! The room was not very well lit up, it was dark inside, but 
he was glowing, effulgent. His whole appearance, demeanor, 
everything, certainly took me by surprise, and he was humility 
personified! The humility effervesced from him, and he was 
very calm. Then he spoke to us ...

* In fact the more time I spent in Bhubaneswar, and then when I became Sri Çrémad 
Gour Govinda Swami’s secretary I realised that he would personally welcome all the 
travelling devotees and when they left he would see them off again to wish them well 
with their sevä and bhajana, and with their up and coming journey. 
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Effulgent Like the Sun

The greeting that he gave us was a very friendly one indeed, 
which we did not expect as, from our experience over the years, 
this was usually not the case from those that were senior to 
us. He was just so unexpectedly humble; it was such a great 
pleasure to meet him. At that time Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda 
Swami was a very concealed personality. Jagat Paté Prabhu 
and Déëa-bhandu Prabhu desired to take initiation from him 
immediately, but I was still dumbstruck, and I did not know 
what to do. All I knew was that I had not met anyone like this 
before, ever! “We must be in the right place, Kåñëa has led us 
to the right place and to the right person” I thought. We had 
been reading Çréla Prabhupäda’s books and had been fervently 
praying to Kåñëa to send us a spiritual master who was not of 
this world, one who was the real thing, and here he was! We 
had darçana with him, we spoke and then we left the room, 
somewhat bewildered. Outside his room we spoke together, all 
three acknowledging that we had clearly noticed his effulgence 
in that dimly lit room. We easily came to the conclusion that 
this was not a normal devotee; this was a real transcendentalist, 
who was “effulgent like the sun.”

The train trip from Delhi to Calcutta had been nasty and 
the train trip from Calcutta to Bhubaneswar was just as bad; 
we had slept on wooden benches, it was so uncomfortable like 
a carriage you would put horses in, but here we were and the 
austerities had all been so worth it, just for that one meeting we 
just had. What a personality!

Meeting Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami was a life changing 
experience. I sincerely felt that my then supposedly spiritual 
life, was more like play-acting at spiritual life, to say the least. 
It was more like rote, parrot fashion spiritual life, or, if you 
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like, an echo of spiritual life. Like so many, I was engaged in 
vague-introspective-guess-work. I had previously thought that 
I was a devotee, but I came to realise that the terms ‘bhakta-
praya’, a semblance of a devotee, or ‘bhakta-abhasa’, a shadow of 
a devotee, were more appropriate.

Sri Krsna Caitanya Deva...

The next day Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Mahäräja gave class, 
but even before the class started, he began singing so many 
songs and chanting so many verses. When I heard this even 
before he spoke, I was astounded. Then and there I realised that 
I was in the right place; this was the person we had been praying 
to meet. There was no doubt that he was a pure Vaiñëava! Then 
when he began to chant “çré kåñëa caitanya deva räti mati bhave 
bhaje ...”, that was it! I was in a state of shock! I could not 
believe that such a sound vibration existed. Then of course he 
began to speak. While he was speaking I realised that anything 
I had ever learned was; well, I did not know anything. I was at 
the beginning now! Now I was at the starting point of spiritual 
life. I had been in that proverbial boat, rowing all night, but in 
the morning the anchor was still down and I had gone nowhere, 
thinking I was going somewhere. Not until I met Çré Çrémad 
Gour Govinda Mahäräja did I realise that the anchor was down 
and now I had to attempt to lift it up, with his help and guidance 
of course, to achieve the desired result, kåñëa-bhakti. Previously 
I was just fooling myself.

Recommendation for Initiation
 

After class that day, Déëa-bhandu and myself went into 
Bhubaneswar town to attempt to change our return airline 
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tickets. Upon our return to the temple, Jagat-pati explained to 
us that he had asked Mahäräja for initiation. Then he told us that 
he had also asked for us...! “What”, we exclaimed, “you asked 
for us?” We, of course wanted to get Mahäräja’s private darçana 
and ask for ourselves, but we did not get the chance, Jagat Paté 
Prabhu had done it for us. The initiations were in some weeks 
away on Räma-navamé, so we stayed and took initiation.

There was a law in ISKCON that the new initiates had to 
have a recommendation from a senior devotee. Déëa-bhandu, 
Jagat-pati and myself, were staying with Jayadharma on his 
farm, and as he was a disciple of Çréla Prabhupäda, he gave us a 
recommendation for initiation. So that was shown to Mahäräja 
and he accepted it.*

Calcutta

 As we were going to stay for some extra time and because 
we were not able to extend our airline tickets in Bhubaneswar, 
we had to go to Calcutta. Whilst in Calcutta, we visited the 
local ISKCON temple. We stayed there for less than twenty-four 
hours, just for enough time to change our airline tickets. 

Whilst there, we heard one devotee give class. During the 
class, unbeknown to the speaker, his time was running out 
because darçana-äraté was to begin. Just as he was about to 
make a philosophical point, the conch was blown, much to his 
surprise. He was astonished and very disturbed that the blowing 
of the conch had interfered with his speaking. In fact, he was 

*Author’s comment: As a matter of fact, after initiation and on my return to Austra-
lia, I had a recurring dream over many nights for up to two or three weeks. Çré Çrémad 
Gour Govinda Mahäräja would appear to me and take me on book distribution every 
night and would instruct me on what to do and what not to do. It was quite amazing. 
I had not previously, and have not since experienced anything like this.
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still disturbed about it at prasädam time, as he was talking about 
it with other devotees. Then upon our return to Bhubaneswar, 
while Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Mahäräja was giving class the 
same thing happened to him. He was giving class and the conch 
blew just whilst he was speaking. He simply smiled and said, 
“Now we must greet the Deities.” He was not perturbed in the 
slightest way. I could see that he was not affected by this event 
at all.

He stayed Mainly in Orissa

After taking sannyäsa and leaving Våndävana, following Çréla 
Prabhupäda’s desire Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami remained 
mostly in Bhubaneswar, translating the English translations 
of the Vedic scriptures of his spiritual master into Oriya (now 
Odia), the language of the state of Orissa. This was one of the 
services that Çréla Prabhupada had entrusted to him, in addition 
to building a temple there and preach to the devotees.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s 
Prema-Nama Sankirtana

Lord Caitanya, or Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, is understood 
by the Gauòéya Vaiñëavas to be Lord Kåñëa Himself, the Golden 
Avatära of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who descended 
into this world 528 years ago in Çrédhäma Mäyäpur. Çré Caitanya 
Mahäprabhu inaugurated the yuga-dharma (the spiritual practice 
recommended for a particular era) of saìkértana—prema-näma-
saìkértana, to teach pure love of God. Like Bengal, Orissa, 
where Bhubaneswar is situated, is one of the major places of the 
pastimes of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.



66 Just Try to Learn the Truth

Chapter 6

néläcale ei saba bhakta prabhu-saìge
dui sthäne prabhu-sevä kaila nänä-raìge

“I have especially mentioned all these devotees because 
they accompanied Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu in Bengal and 
Orissa and served Him in many ways.”33

“Most of the devotees of Lord Caitanya lived in Bengal 
and Orissa. Thus they are celebrated as Gauòéyas and Ori-
yäs...”34 

“...Most of the devotees of Lord Caitanya at that time 
were Gauòéyas and Oriyäs, inhabitants of Bengal and Orissa. 
There are still many hundreds of thousands of His followers 
in Bengal and Orissa...”35

“...Çréla Gosvämé was extremely pleased to have quite 
unexpectedly found two such worthy disciples. He said, 
“May the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who mercifully 
appeared in Navadvépa to acknowledge the Gauòéyas of Ben-
gal and the Oriyäs of Orissa as His own, Çré Nimäi Paëòita, 
the son of Çacémätä, bless us with spiritual bliss...”36

As can be seen from the quotes above, the devotees from 
Bengal and Orissa played a major part in the pastimes of Çré 
Caitanya Mahäprabhu.
 

Prema-Nama-Sankirtana

Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami would quote these verses 
many, many times whilst speaking on the glories of Çré Caitanya 
Mahäprabhu:
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dui hetu avatari’ laïä bhakta-gaëa
äpane äsväde prema-näma-saìkértana

“Thus, with two intentions, the Lord appeared with His 
devotees and tasted the nectar of prema with the congrega-
tional chanting of the holy name.”37

sei dväre äcaëòäle kértana saïcäre
näma-prema-mälä gäìthi’ paräila saàsäre

“Thus He spread kértana even among the untouchables. 
He wove a wreath of the holy name and prema, with which 
He garlanded the entire material world.”38

punaù ati-utkaëöhä, dainya ha-ila udgama
kåñëa-öhäïi mäge prema-näma-saìkértana

“Natural humility and eagerness then awoke in Lord 
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu. He prayed to Kåñëa to be able to 
chant the mahä-mantra in ecstatic love.”39

Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami was intensively translating 
the Vedic scriptures and Çréla Prabhupada’s books into Oriya; 
devotees that stayed in Bhubaneswar with him in those early 
days would say that, “It did not matter what time of the night 
you would go to bed or wake up, that light was on in the hut 
of Gour Govinda Swami Mahäräja and he was translating the 
books!”

Every day, relentlessly, day-in, day-out, Çré Çrémad Gour 
Govinda Swami was translating, preaching, and going out on 
saìkértana (performing kértana and distributing the books of 
his spiritual master), and publishing articles on the Vaiñëava 



68 Just Try to Learn the Truth

Chapter 6

philosophy in his own words, which Çréla Prabhupäda had 
encouraged him to write. His genuine detachment and natural 
renunciation befitted the observances of a Vaiñëava tridaëòi-
sannyäsé, and he fully dedicated himself in spreading Çré 
Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s mission of prema-näma-saìkértana.

Sannyasa

“…The Vedic çästras practically prohibit the adoption of 
sannyäsa in the age of Kali because less intelligent men may 
accept the sannyäsa order for cheating purposes…”40

 
açvamedhaà gavälambhaà

sannyäsaà pala-paitåkam
devareëa sutotpattià

kalau païca vivarjayet

“In this age of Kali, five acts are forbidden: the offering 
of a horse in sacrifice, the offering of a cow in sacrifice, the 
acceptance of the order of sannyäsa, the offering of oblations 
of flesh to the forefathers, and a man’s begetting children 
with his brother’s wife.”41

Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami would comment on this 
verse and say, “... ‘Sannyäsa’ in this verse means karma-sannyäsa. 
The Mäyävädés taking sannyäsa, that is forbidden, but Vaiñëava 
sannyäsa, tridaëòé-sannyäsa, that is not forbidden...” Çré Çrémad 
Gour Govinda Swami would also explain the term “Vaiñëava” 
and say, “‘Vaiñëava’ is not a cheap term. ‘Vaiñëava’, ‘bhakta’ and 
‘devotee’ are all synonymous terminology and the real devotees, 
the real bhaktas are His Divine Grace Çréla AC Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupäda, His Divine Grace Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta 
Sarasvati Goswami Prabhupäda, His Divine Grace Çréla 
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Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura, etc. These are the real Vaiñëavas...” 
Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami would also say, “... there 

are many so-called Vaiñëavas but actually they are at best 
aspiring Vaiñëavas. This is not a cheap process, bäbä!”

Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami also stated that to fall 
down from sannyäsa was a great offence and was tantamount to 
kicking the guru in the face.

There was one sannyäsé who fell down in ISKCON and 
wished to return to the sannyäsa-äçrama. When Çré Çrémad Gour 
Govinda Swami was asked for his opinion on this, he narrated 
the following story to his fellow godbrother sannyäsés: “In 
the Gauòéya Maöha, during the times of Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta 
Sarasvaté Thäkura Prabhupäda, there was one sannyäsé who 
had fallen down from the sannyäsa-äçrama. He then wanted 
to return to the mission but Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté 
Thäkura informed him that it was not possible for him to return 
as a sannyäsé, but that he could only return and stay in the 
Gauòéya Maöha mission as a brahmacäré. However, initially, for 
a period of six months he would have to remain at the gates 
of the temple and bathe the feet of all the pilgrims that were 
visiting the temple with his tears of repentance.”
 

In the Çrémad-Bhägavatam it is written:

yaù pravrajya gåhät pürvaà
tri-vargävapanät punaù

yadi seveta tän bhikñuù
sa vai väntäçy apatrapaù

“One who accepts the sannyäsa order gives up the three 
principles of materialistic activities in which one indulges 
in the field of household life — namely: religion, economic 
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development and sense gratification. One who first accepts 
sannyäsa but then returns to such materialistic activities is 
to be called a väntäçé, or one who eats his own vomit. He is 
indeed a shameless person.”42

In his purport to this verse Çréla AC Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupäda writes:

...If one accepts sannyäsa at an immature stage, there is 
every possibility of his being attracted by women and lusty 
desires and thus again becoming a so-called gåhastha or a 
victim of women. Such a person is most shameless, and he 
is called väntäçé, or one who eats that which he has already 
vomited. He certainly leads a condemned life. In our Kåñëa 
consciousness movement it is advised, therefore, that the 
sannyäsés and brahmacärés keep strictly aloof from the as-
sociation of women so that there will be no chance of their 
falling down again as victims of lusty desires...43

“One Month Sannyasi”

Çréla Prabhupäda: ...there is a temple, Tarakeçvara, in Hoogli 
district. So Lord Çiva... So people, I mean to say, pray that 
“If my ... this disease is cured or if I get this victory, I shall 
become a sannyäsé for a month.” (Laughs) So that system is 
going on. They become sannyäsés for one month. There are 
hundreds and thousands.
Dr. Patel: They... [break]
Çréla Prabhupäda: This is called “one month sannyäsé.” That 
is not mentioned in the çästra, but it has come into custom. 
[break] ...and if he returns, he is called väntäçé, yes, “eating 
the vomit.”44
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A Devotee From His Birth
 

It should be understood from the outset that Çré Çrémad 
Gour Govinda Swami was a perfect brahmacäré (celibate student 
life) prior to marriage; he was a perfect gåhastha (married life) 
and never once fell down from the principles of Vedic life, even 
whilst in married life; he was a perfect vänaprastha (retired life). 
Then of course, after meeting His Divine Grace Çréla Prabhupäda, 
when he took sannyäsa (the renounced order of life)*, he was a 
perfect sannyäsa to his last breath in this mortal world. 

In the words of his own spiritual master Çréla Prabhupäda; 
“Gour Govinda Swami is a devotee from his birth...” and “... 
Gour Govinda Swami, Kåñëa sent him...”

Krsna Sent Him

On the 5th January 1977, in Bombay. Çréla Prabhupäda had 
this to say about Gour Govinda Swami.

Çréla Prabhupäda: He likes Oriya language.
Gopala Kåñëa: Who? Gour Govinda Swami? He is a very sin-
cere devotee.
Çréla Prabhupäda: Oh, yes, undoubtedly.
Gopala Kåñëa: Very sincere.
Çréla Prabhupäda: Kåñëa sent him. In Våndävana, he said, 
“Please give me shelter.” I thought that, “There are so many 
Indian who come and go.” So when he insisted, “All right, 
you stay.”
Harisauri: Yeah. He took sannyäsa at the opening of the tem-
ple. I remember that.
Çréla Prabhupäda: He’s a good boy.

*For more information on these topics please see Kåñëäliìgita-vigraha, volume one, 
the authorised biography of Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami.
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Harisauri: He has stuck it out for a long time in Orissa. He’s 
been there a long time, by himself a lot of the time too.
Çréla Prabhupäda: Yes. Yes. He’s organizing nicely.
Gopala Kåñëa: He’s very sincere. He follows all the regula-
tions very rigidly. He gets up in the morning, ideal example.
Jagadisa: He understands the philosophy quite well.
Çréla Prabhupäda: Oh, yes. And he is educated…

The most striking point here is that Çréla Prabhupäda said, 
“…Kåñëa sent him…” Gour Govinda Swami was not present at 
this discussion. 

The Saving Grace 

After a few days of associating with Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda 
Mahäräja, I thought that if such a personality came to Australia, 
then all the problems of the Australian ISKCON zone would 
be finished. He was such a powerful preacher! It seemed that 
there was no question to which he did not know the answer. Of 
course, the Hari-bhakti-viläsa gives the following definition of 
a guru:

kåpä-sindhuù su sampürëaù sarva-sattvopakärakaù
nispåaù sarvataù siddhaù sarva-vidyä-viçäradaù
sarva-saàçaya-saïchettä ‘nalaso gurur ähåtaù

“One who is an ocean of mercy, who is fulfilled in all 
respects, who is possessed of all good qualities, who always 
works for the benefit of all souls, who is free from lust, who 
is perfect in all respects, who is well-versed in the scriptures 
and who knows the science of Kåñëa, is to be known as a 
guru.”45
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After only spending a short time in Bhubaneswar with Çré 
Çrémad Gour Govinda Mahäräja we felt that he was the living 
example of the above definition of guru. He was definitely an 
ocean of mercy. He would be the saving grace for Australia if 
we could just arrange for him to travel because there was a 
problem: he could not walk properly.

What the Astrologers Said

As related in the beginning of Kåñëäliìgita-vigraha*, when 
Gour Govinda Swami Mahäräja was a small child, the famous 
astrologer/psychic Nityananda Khadiratna came to Gadäi-Giri 
from Dhenkanal and was consulted about him. The astrologer 
said, “... This boy is full of devotion. Kåñëa (God) Himself 
has sent this child from His own abode, nityä-dhäma, to this 
material world for preaching His message and to deliver the 
fallen conditioned souls.”

As related in the end of Kåñëäliìgita-vigraha, many 
astrologers were consulted about Gour Govinda Mahäräja. 
One of them said he was Båhaspati, the spiritual master of 
the demigods, in his last life; another said that he was Çréla 
Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura who had come again. The astrologers 
said that he would stay on the planet for up to ninety years. 
Another astrologer said that he had free will and that he might 
leave at any time he wanted.† Gour Govinda Mahäräja would 
just laugh when he heard these things. We also have seen at the 
beginning of the same life story, that his great grandfather, his 
grandfather and two uncles Jagannätha Giri and Gopinatha Giri 
had the ability to leave their body at will, and that they did so.

*The authorised life story of Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami.
†The astrologers knew that Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami could leave this world 
at will, and he did!
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Purity Is the Force

As we all know, Çréla Prabhupäda would say that utility is 
the principle, books are the basis, preaching is the essence and 
purity is the force. If there is no purity then all will be lost.

It should also be understood Gour Govinda Mahäräja was 
taught to chant the Hare Kåñëa mantra by his grandfather from 
the age when he was just beginning to speak, and he chanted 
the Hare Kåñëa mahä-mantra throughout his whole life. 

Gour Govinda Mahäräja declared that the first memory of 
his childhood that he could recall were the songs of Narottama-
däsa Thäkura sung by his uncles, the famous kértaniyäs from 
Gadäi-Giri.

At the age of eight he was writing plays on Kåñëa-lélä for the 
local villages to enact. By the time he was 11, his father had read 
to him the whole Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6 times.

When he was studying at high school, his uncles would 
read to him daily from the Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, and in the 
evening, after Gaura-ärati, his uncles would read to him from 
the Çrémad-Bhägavatam. One chapter was read every evening as 
part of their püjä. He commented that he particularly liked the 
story of Mädhavendra Puré and how Kåñëa came to personally 
deliver milk to His dear devotee*.

By the time he had finished High School, he was totally 
proficient in the Sanskrit language, he had studied the 
Mahäbhärata (which includes the Bhagavad-gétä), the Rämäyaëa, 
the Çrémad-Bhägavatam, the Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, and had 
begun a very extensive study program on his own of the four 

* This story is from Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya-lélä 4:1.
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Vedas (Åg Veda, Yajur Veda, Säma Veda, and Atharva Veda)*, the 
Upaniñads and the Puräëas.†

Throughout his whole life, he consumed no meat, poultry, 
eggs or seafood‡; he never took any intoxication, never gambled, 
never had illicit sex, never listened to the radio, never went to 
the movies, never watched television, and never went to a bar or 
a hotel and never read mundane literature. 

He would never read mundane magazines, and he would 
also not read the newspapers, until when Çréla Prabhupäda 
came to Bhubaneswar, and suggested to him that he should read 
the newspapers. He told him that it would help him in writing 
articles for the Oriya ‘Back to Godhead’ magazine, because he 
could see the difficulties that individuals, families, villages, 
towns, cities, and nations were facing and present Kåñëa 
consciousness in such a way that their present suffering could 
be ameliorated. Even though the newspaper was a mundane 
sound vibration, on the suggestion of his spiritual master, Çré 
Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami, began reading the newspaper and 
did so from that time on.

Tattva-Vicara

After our return from Calcutta to Bhubaneswar, Çré Çrémad 
Gour Govinda Swami just preached and preached to us. There 

* Which are all emanations from the breathing of the great Personality of Godhead. 
(Båhad-äraëyaka Upaniñad 4.5.11) 

† Authors note (1): I may add he kept the notes throughout his whole life and this 
study program never stopped, throughout his whole life. 

‡ Author’s note (2): Once he had left family life, he would not eat anything nor 
drink water in a public place. He would wait until he returned to the temple take 
bath, cook and then eat, and that meant eating only prasädam, foodstuffs offered to 
the Supreme Lord.
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was no stopping him. Due to his illness he was not able to walk 
at this time and was carried to class by four disciples in his seat/
vyäsäsana, but this did not stop him from speaking incessantly 
on the Çrémad-Bhägavatam and the Çré Caitanya-caritämåta. 
His preaching was amazing. In the main, the classes were on 
guru-tattva, and if we had imagined that we knew something 
on that subject matter, well, we three Australians were in grand 
illusion. We actually knew nothing! We were commencing our 
spiritual life right then and there. For almost ten years it was as 
if we had been attempting to cultivate the soil, by ploughing it; 
however, we were not planting any seeds, the seed of bhakti was 
not yet sown. So it was all jïäna, knowledge at best. As Çréla A. 
C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda said himself, “…It is not 
possible, however, to train oneself without guidance from the 
spiritual master….”*

The classes were phenomenal. Gour Govinda Swami would 
sing, “jaya rädhä-mädhava”, and then, if it was a class on the 
Çrémad-Bhägavatam, he would chant many verses from all 
different çästras in glorification of the Çrémad-Bhägavatam, and 
then he would begin the class. He would speak for about three 
hours, first in Oriya and then in English, alternating between the 
two languages for approximately fifteen minutes at a time and 
the bhajans in between made us feel as if we were floating. We 
truly felt that we were floating on an ocean of absolute nectar.

He would also sing songs in glorification before speaking 
on Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, and then again alternate between 
speaking for fifteen minutes in Oriya and fifteen minutes in 
English. He would sing the Çré Caitanya-caritämåta verses to a 
unique tune and include verses from the Çré Caitanya-bhägavata. 
These would be sung in his own distinctive style and then he 
would speak on these verses as part of his class. I had honestly 
*Çrémad-Bhägavatam 9.4.18-20 purport.  
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never heard anything like this in my life, and I had travelled all 
over Europe, all over India, seen so many gurus, svämés etc., but 
had come across nothing like this.

I had never heard anything like these classes, fifteen minutes 
Oriya, fifteen minutes English, for about three to four hours, 
and in between very sweet bhajans. This I had never heard, 
singing bhajans in between the class. It was such a wondrous 
mood, Vaikuëöha mood. When Guru Mahäräja spoke, it took 
us to Vaikuëöha, and Guru Mahäräja’s hari-kathä would tide 
over our conditioned selves until the next class the next day. 
The Vaikuëöha mood: go to Bhubaneswar and experience the 
Vaikuëöha mood!

It could be said that he was speaking from another time, 
another place. He was a genuine transcendentalist. He was 
not just trying to repeat something he had read in a book, or 
that someone had told him, rather he was speaking from the 
platform of self-realisation. He was from a different dimension, 
and affected our hearts! 

Here before us was Krsna’s own man, a true Vaiñëava, 
not a madhyama-adhikäré nor a kaniñöha-adhikäré but an 
uttama-adhikäré, a first-class devotee. It is said in çästra that 
a bhägavata-uttama—the best of the devotees, who is expert 
in Vedic literature and has full faith in the Supreme Lord can 
deliver the whole world. I was convinced beyond the shadow of 
a doubt that he was a self-realised soul. He was a truly effulgent 
personality. Indeed, to emit light (effulgence) from your body 
like he did, means that you are very, very pure!

I was so taken by this rare personality, who had turned my 
life up-side-down, that it made me realise that his extraordinary 
life history would be of great benefit to all the conditioned souls 
and should be made readily available for all to read. So, from 
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my first visit to Bhubaneswar and after only spending a few 
days with him, a strong desire to compile his life story and to 
glorify him entered my heart. I also strongly felt that if he would 
visit Australia and preach there it would be of great benefit for 
Australia.  Needless to say, the three of us took initiation from 
him, and he came to Australia. 

When I joined the International Society for Kåñëa 
consciousness back in late 1980, my family members thought 
that I was mad as we shaved our heads, wore saffron robes and 
were always in prayer, and then when I tried to organise the first 
tour of Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami to Australia ten years 
later, the Australian ISKCON managers thought that I was mad. 
Well, all I can say is that I am pleased I joined up and I am even 
more pleased that I met Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami and 
that he came to Australia.

Hearing Is Most Important

Prior to joining, in early to mid 1980, I was listening to 
the Rädhä-Kåñëa Temple cassette tape recording with George 
Harrison. I was also listening to other bhajans, and associating 
with Upananda däsa who was an older brahmacäré from the 
U.S.A. He would learn çlokas, study the Bhagavad-gétä, Çrémad-
Bhägavatam and other different Vedic texts and then preach 
to me about what he had been studying. So when I actually 
moved to New South Wales, to the äçrama, I thought that we 
would be studying the books, learning çlokas and discussing the 
philosophy. To sharpen the sword of knowledge, so to speak. 
However this was not the case, in point of actual fact we were 
trained up to sell things, to somehow or other maintain the 
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temples. Of course all the free prasäda (spiritual meals) and the 
free books that were given away had to be paid for.

It was not until we arrived in Bhubaneswar temple, that 
this all changed. Our learning, or structured learning if you 
like, began by hearing Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami speak 
everyday. Our real spiritual education began, prior to this it was 
learning çlokas whilst you were driving, whilst walking around 
selling things, in between phone calls etc. and reading when 
ever you could. There was no structured system of education. 
However, because Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami spoke 
between 3 – 5 hours everyday, and the amount of information 
that he covered was of such magnitude, we were, so to speak, 
in a spiritual classroom situation. Our spiritual education had 
really taken on a new dimension. The only instruction we were 
given in Bhubaneswar was to hear, hear the Bhägavatam and as 
I will discuss in chapter eight of this book, hearing is the one 
most important function we can perform.

An Amazing Journey

Thus for me, this very conditioned soul, it was an amazing 
journey, and I do hope that I have not wearied you too much 
with the brief encounter of the events leading up to me joining 
the movement. It merely was an honest attempt to draw a 
picture of the real guru in contrast with a non bona fide guru. 
There are no similarities what-so-ever. I had met both; the real 
guru’s association was absolute nectar, and the other was not, 
well, in the words of Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Mahäräja, we 
should “...take it as a dream...”
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Of course there is a lot of rhetoric these days, that ‘no one 
is a guru’ and ‘everyone is a guru’, a great dichotomy is upon 
us, but these are mäyä’s traps to lure us away from the personal 
association of pure devotees. 

As Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura has said, “The real benefit of 
visiting any holy place is to achieve the association of the pure-
hearted devotees (çuddha-bhaktas) of the Lord living there. 
Establishing intimate and friendly relations with such great 
souls, let your heart be captivated by performing the charming 
worship of Lord Kåñëa in their association. Wherever the Lord’s 
devotees are living, that place becomes a place of pilgrimage. 
Therefore you should become fixed by constantly remaining 
in the company of such devotees.” Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura 
also wrote: 

çuddha-bhakata-caraëa-reëu, bhajana-anuküla 

“Unless one associates with a pure devotee, he cannot be 
influenced to understand devotional service.”

Tad Viddhi Pranipatena

In chapter one of this book I quoted this verse: 

tad viddhi praëipätena
paripraçnena sevayä

upadekñyanti te jïänaà
jïäninas tattva-darçinaù

“Just try to learn the truth by approaching a bona fide 
spiritual master. Inquire from him submissively and render 
service unto him. The self-realised soul can impart knowl-
edge unto you because he has seen the truth.”46
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Then I wrote: I thus understood that I would have to meet 
a guru and spend time with him, and be trained in spiritual life, 
as Kåñëa had stated. There were three points: 

(1) Approach a spiritual master. [I would have to meet him 
before I could ask him any questions, that is a given]

(2) Inquire from him submissively. 
(3) Render service unto him.

That was crystal clear! Çréla Prabhupäda said in the purport 
to that verse that mental speculation could not help one to 
progress spiritually. I understood that this was why all my 
previous readings had remained sterile. So I had to find a guru! 
I did not even know what a guru was. And it also said in the 
purport that the guru was supposed to be genuine, “bona fide”, 
and also a self-realised soul. What did that mean? So I thought 
that I would have to go to India and find a guru.

Well we did all that, we went to India, we approached 
(praëipätena), we inquired (paripraçnena) and began rendering 
service (sevayä). It had taken me almost ten years to come to 
that simple understanding and this was the beginning point. I 
had just begun. 

Srotavya  
Listen to Him Explain the Process

Then there was one more point which is described in the Çré 
Caitanya-caritämåta:

sarva-desa-käla-daçäya janera kartavya
guru-päçe sei bhakti prañöavya, çrotavya
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“It is therefore the duty of every man—in every country, 
in every circumstance and at all times—to approach the bona 
fide spiritual master, question him about devotional service 
and listen to him explain the process.”47 

There was one more point, not only is there the need to 
approach a spiritual master, inquire from him submissively and 
render service unto him, but there is also the need to listen to 
him explain the process — çrotavya. So this means the process 
of questions and answers; we must hear the answers to our 
questions from the bona fide guru.

One Must Receive Instructions

As described by Çréla Rüpa Goswämé: 

guru-pädäçrayas tasmät
kåñëa-dékñädi-çikñaëam

viçrambheëa guroù sevä
sädhu-vartmänuvartanam

“The first four limbs of sädhana-bhakti are: [1] to accept 
the shelter of the lotus feet of a bona fide guru, [2] to take 
dékñä and receive instructions on service to Kåñëa from him, 
[3] to serve him with intimacy and affection and [4] to fol-
low the path of the sädhus, under his guidance.”48

Also Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu “the golden avatära” has said:

guru-pädäçraya, dékñä, gurura sevana
sad-dharma-çikñä-påcchä, sädhu-märgänugamana
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“On the path of regulative devotional service, one must 
observe the following items: (1) One must accept a bona fide 
spiritual master. (2) One must accept initiation from him. 
(3) One must serve him. (4) One must receive instructions 
from the spiritual master and make inquiries in order to learn 
devotional service. (5) One must follow in the footsteps of 
the previous äcäryas and follow the directions given by the 
spiritual master.”49 

I was very fortunate to meet such a great personality and 
the words of the Bhagavad-gétä verse came alive when I came 
in contact with such a bona fide guru. I can truly say that it 
made all the difference to my miniscule understandings about 
spiritual life!
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The Brahmana & the Acarya

The Brahmana from Sri Rangam

Badrinäräyaëa Rämänuja däsa, a brähmaëa from Çré 
Raìgam, was born in Orissa, in a family of brähmaëas 
who were expert in astrology, palmistry, the four 

Vedas, the Upaniñads, the Puräëas, and the Sanskrit language. 
They were expert in all areas of Vedic knowledge and science. 
He prided himself on his family lineage and their intellectual 
pursuits. His spiritual master was the previous Äcärya from Çré 
Raìgam, Çréla Äcäryadeva (1930 – 2012) for the Çré-sampradäya, 
which descends from the goddess of fortune Lakñmé. Çréla 
Äcäryadeva is coming in disciplic line from Çré Rämänuja Äcärya 
— rämëujaà çréù své-cakre.

Badrinäräyaëa Rämänuja däsa said that when he walked 
onto the Bhubaneswar land, which was a very out of the way 
place; indeed, on his first sight of Gour Govinda Swami, he 
could see the symptoms of a mahä-bhägavata on his body. He 
could see this because he was trained in that Vedic science. He 
also said that seeing someone with such symptoms was a very 
rare occurrence. He could see that he was no ordinary devotee, 
that he was Kåñëa’s man, not another conditioned soul, here 
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was someone who could deliver all those who came to him.
Although Badrinäräyaëa däsa’s guru was the Äcärya from Çré 

Raìgam, he took Gour Govinda Swami as his çikñä-guru, due to 
seeing the symptoms of a mahä-bhägavata on his body.

The symptoms of a mahä-bhägavata according to the bhäva-
märga, as stated in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam:

sarva-bhüteñu yaù paçyed        
bhagavad-bhävam ätmanaù

bhütäni bhagavaty ätmany         
eña bhägavatottamaù

 “Çré Havir said: ‘The most advanced devotee, or 
mahä-bhägavata, sees within everything the soul of all 
souls, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Çré Kåñëa. 
Consequently he sees everything in relation to the Su-
preme Lord and understands that everything that exists 
is eternally situated within the Lord.’”50

The Acarya From Sri Rangam
Sri Laksman Ramanuj Jeeyer - Srila Acaryadeva

The Äcärya from Çré Raìgam, Sri Laksman Ramanuja 
Jeeyer, Çréla Äcäryadeva, came to visit Gour Govinda Swami in 
Bhubaneswar 1991, on the request of his disciple Badrinäräyaëa 
däsa who had spoken to him in depth about the impeccable 
qualities and great character of Gour Govinda Swami; hence the 
Äcärya decided to meet Gour Govinda Swami. Badrinäräyaëa 
däsa had said that as far as he could see Gour Govinda Swami 
had the symptoms of a mahä-bhägavata decorating his body. He 
requested his spiritual master to travel with him to Bhubaneswar 
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to verify what he had seen, and his guru agreed to the proposal.
On reaching Bhubaneswar and meeting with Gour Govinda 

Swami, he confirmed what his disciple had seen: the symptoms 
of a mahä-bhägavata certainly decorated the body of Gour 
Govinda Swami. The Äcärya from Çré Raìgam explained to the 
disciples of Gour Govinda Swami what the different symptoms 
of a mahä-bhägavata were, and how they appeared on the body 
of their spiritual master. He also said that the birthmarks on 
his body represented the avatäras of the Supreme Lord, Matsya, 
Kürma and Varäha.

As quoted in the Çré Caitanya-caritämåta the symptoms of a 
mahä-bhägavata are: 

païca-dérghaù païca-sükñmaù
sapta-raktaù ñaò-unnataù

tri-hrasva-påthu-gambhéro
dvätriàçal-lakñaëo mahän

“There are thirty-two bodily symptoms of a great personali-
ty: five of his bodily parts are large, five fine, seven reddish, 
six raised, three small, three broad and three grave.”51

In his purport to this verse Çréla Prabhupäda  states:

The five large parts are the nose, arms, chin, eyes and knees. 
The five fine parts are the skin, fingertips, teeth, hair on the 
body and hair on the head. The seven reddish parts are the 
eyes, soles, palms, palate, nails and upper and lower lips. The 
six raised parts are the chest, shoulders, nails, nose, waist 
and mouth. The three small parts are the neck, thighs and 
male organ. The three broad parts are the waist, forehead 
and chest. The three grave parts are the navel, voice and ex-
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istence. Altogether these are the thirty-two symptoms of a 
great personality. This is a quotation from the Sämudrika.52 

Çréla Äcäryadeva was very pleased to meet Gour Govinda 
Swami and Gour Govinda Swami was very pleased to meet the 
Äcärya from Çré Raìgam. He then requested Çréla Äcäryadeva if 
he could supply him with all the information on the sannyäsa-
äçrama written by Çré Rämänuja Äcärya. As there had been many 
sannyäsés falling down in ISKCON, Gour Govinda Swami was 
collecting and compiling information on the sannyäsa-äçrama 
and wanted to present it to his sannyäsé godbrothers and aspiring 
sannyäsés, so that they would have more information on their 
äçrama and understand more thoroughly the seriousness of the 
pursuit of the sannyäsa-äçrama.
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Sadhu-Sanga 
Is the Only Dharma 

Many astrologers could see that Çré Çrémad Gour 
Govinda Swami was a mahä-bhägavata. The Äcärya 
from Çré Raìgam and his disciple Badrinäräyaëa 

däsa (the astrologer) were able to see that, and so was the 
ayurvedic doctor and mystic Näräyaëa Rämänuja Däsa. Those 
who were trained in ancient Vedic arts verified the greatness 
and the exalted qualities of Gour Govinda Swami. 

Sruteksita-Patho

The population in general is not trained in those ancient 
Vedic sciences on how to recognise a mahä-bhagavata, a true 
sädhu, but there are exceptions as has been discussed previously. 
The Vedas recommend for the people in general to adopt the 
path of çrutekñita-patho: seeing through the ears by the process 
of bona fide hearing. We should sincerely pray and cry from the 
core of our heart and beg Kåñëa to send a bona fide spiritual 
master. Where upon the Paramätmä, who is seated as a witness 
in our heart, will appear externally in the form of a bona-fide 
guru.  From then onwards, our only course of action is to obtain 
the association of such advanced Vaiñëavas [çuddha-bhaktas] and 
hear from them attentively. In this way our cleansing process 
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begins by; approaching [praëipätena], enquiring [paripraçnena], 
and rendering service [sevayä] to such true Vaiñëavas. Çréla 
Prabhupäda describes this process in some of his purports, 

“…This is clearly indicated herein by the word çrutekñita. 
The çrutekñita path is to hear from bona fide devotees who 
are conversant with Vedic wisdom, free from mundane sen-
timent. By this bona fide hearing process, the neophyte dev-
otee becomes cleansed of all material rubbish, and thus he 
becomes attached to one of the many transcendental forms 
of the Lord, as described in the Vedas…”53

“...Anupaçyati is the exact Sanskrit word used in this 
connection. Anu means “to follow,” and paçyati means “to 
observe.” Thus the word anupaçyati means that one should 
not see things as he does with the naked eye but should fol-
low the previous äcäryas. Due to material defects, the naked 
eye cannot see anything properly. One cannot see properly 
unless one has heard from a superior source, and the high-
est source is the Vedic wisdom, which is spoken by the Lord 
Himself. Vedic truths are coming in disciplic succession from 
the Lord to Brahmä, from Brahmä to Närada, from Närada 
to Vyäsa, and from Vyäsa to many of his disciples. Formerly 
there was no need to record the messages of the Vedas, be-
cause people in earlier ages were more intelligent and had 
sharper memories. They could follow the instructions sim-
ply by hearing once from the mouth of a bona fide spiritual 
master...”54

The Mercy of a Great Devotee

Thus by the bona fide hearing process we can also understand 
who is a bona fide devotee [sädhu, Vaiñëava mahäjana] and 
who is not. The bona fide sädhu-guru-vaiñëava will touch our 
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hearts by his words, as had previously been stated; he knows us 
better than we know ourselves, he can see right through us, we 
become transparent. Our whole existence is laid bare and the 
bona fide sädhu-guru-vaiñëava sees our past, present and future 
condition! Then he will make a decision on what we should do 
and what we should not do. Also in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam the 
great sädhu Jaòa Bharata in his discussions with King Rahügaëa 
has said,

“…There are many other processes to understand the 
Absolute Truth, but the Absolute Truth is only revealed to 
one who has attained the mercy of a great devotee…”55

Accept a Self-Realised Soul

In the Bhagavad-gétä the Supreme Lord Himself instructs 
Arjuna to accept a self-realised soul to understand the truth:

tad viddhi praëipätena
paripraçnena sevayä

upadekñyanti te jïänaà
jïäninas tattva-darçinaù

“Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual 
master. Inquire from him submissively and render service 
unto him. The self-realised soul can impart knowledge unto 
you because he has seen the truth.”56

Commenting on this verse Çré Srimad Gour Govinda Swami 
has said:

“...This verse describes the process. First comes praëipä-
ta, which means surrender. Çiñyas te ‘haà çädhi mäà tväà 
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prapannam (Bhagavad-gétä 2.7), without surrender and hu-
mility you will not be able to hear and you will not develop 
faith. If you have no humility, and are puffed up, proud, have 
a very great false ego; thinking yourself to be very intelligent 
and all knowing, then you cannot surrender. If such a person 
comes to hear, then this kathä will not enter his ears because 
he has no faith. He has doubts and thinks, ‘I know better. I 
am an all-knowing person’. 

“First surrender then hear with full faith. Then one can 
do paripraçna-sevä, service to that guru, äcärya, Vaiñëava, 
sädhu, and after pleasing him, then inquire humbly. You 
have so many doubts, many misconceptions, so you should 
humbly inquire. A bona fide sädhu-guru-mahäjana, is coming 
in the bona fide disciplic succession, a gaura-priya-jana [a 
very dear devotee of Çrémän Caitanya Mahäprabhu], there-
fore you should accept what he has said and practice that in 
your life. Then you will get the result. Otherwise, without 
first having faith, how can you receive anything? You can-
not surrender because you have no faith, and this kathä will 
never enter into your ears, because you have no foundation. 
Without that foundation it is impossible...”57

Also in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam it is described one should 
approach great sages or saintly persons who know the absolute 
truth:

åñibhis tattva-darçibhiù

“...By great sages or saintly persons who know the Ab-
solute Truth...”58

It is advised in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam by Çréla Çukadeva 
Gosvämé - rñibhis tattva-darçibhiù; always consult self-realised 
souls. They know the truth and they have seen the Absolute 
Truth.
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The Duty of Every Man

In the Çré Caitanya-caritämåta the duty of everyone is 
explained:

sarva-desa-käla-daçäya janera kartavya
guru-päçe sei bhakti prañöavya, çrotavya

“It is therefore the duty of every man—in every country, 
in every circumstance and at all times—to approach the bona 
fide spiritual master, question him about devotional service 
and listen to him explain the process.”59

The Beginning

Çréla Rüpa Goswämé has explained the very first four limbs 
of devotional service:

guru-pädäçrayas tasmät
kåñëa-dékñädi-çikñaëam

viçrambheëa guroù sevä
sädhu-vartmänuvartanam

“The first four limbs of sädhana-bhakti are: to accept the 
shelter of the lotus feet of a bona fide guru, to take dékñä and 
receive instructions on service to Kåñëa from him, to serve 
him with intimacy and affection and to follow the path of the 
sädhus, under his guidance.”60

Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu describes the process of devotional 
service and the first steps are:
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guru-pädäçraya, dékñä, gurura sevana
sad-dharma-çikñä-påcchä, sädhu-märgänugamana

“On the path of regulative devotional service, one must 
observe the following items: (1) One must accept a bona fide 
spiritual master. (2) One must accept initiation from him. 
(3) One must serve him. (4) One must receive instructions 
from the spiritual master and make inquiries in order to learn 
devotional service. (5) One must follow in the footsteps of 
the previous äcäryas and follow the directions given by the 
spiritual master.”61

The Favour of a Pure Devotee

mahat-kåpä vinä kona karme ‘bhakti’ naya
kåñëa-bhakti düre rahu, saàsära nahe kñaya

“Unless one is favoured by a pure devotee, one cannot 
attain the platform of devotional service. To say nothing of 
kåñëa-bhakti, one cannot even be relieved from the bondage 
of material existence.”62

Sadhu Sastra Guru

sadhu çästra guru väkya, cittete kariyä aikya

“We must always keep within our hearts the instructions 
of sädhu, çästra, and guru. This is the process.”63

ädau çraddhä tataù sädhu-
saìgo ‘tha bhajana-kriyä

tato ‘nartha-nivåttiù syät
tato niñöhä rucis tataù
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athäsaktis tato bhävas
tataù premäbhyudaïcati

sädhakänäm ayaà premëaù
prädurbhäve bhavet kramaù

“In the beginning one must have a preliminary desire 
for self-realisation. This will bring one to the stage of try-
ing to associate with persons who are spiritually elevated. In 
the next stage one becomes initiated by an elevated spiritual 
master, and under his instruction the neophyte devotee be-
gins the process of devotional service. By execution of devo-
tional service under the guidance of the spiritual master, one 
becomes free from all material attachment, attains steadiness 
in self-realisation, and acquires a taste for hearing about the 
Absolute Personality of Godhead, Çré Kåñëa. This taste leads 
one further forward to attachment for Kåñëa consciousness, 
which is matured in bhäva, or the preliminary stage of tran-
scendental love of God. Real love for God is called prema, the 
highest perfectional stage of life.”64

 
Association of Pure Devotees  

Suddha-Bhaktas

Çrémad-Bhägavatam describes the need for association of 
pure devotees, çuddha-bhaktas.

satäà prasaìgän mama vérya-saàvido
bhavanti håt-karëa-rasäyanäù kathäù

taj-joñaëäd äçv apavarga-vartmani
çraddhä ratir bhaktir anukramiñyati

“In the association of pure devotees [çuddha-bhaktas], 
discussion of the pastimes and activities of the Supreme Per-
sonality of Godhead is very pleasing and satisfying to the ear 
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and the heart. By cultivating such knowledge one gradually 
becomes advanced on the path of liberation, and thereafter 
he is freed, and his attraction becomes fixed. Then real devo-
tion and devotional service begin.”65

“...if one associates with a sädhu, the result will be that 
the sädhu will teach him how to become a devotee, a wor-
shipper and a sincere servitor of the Lord. These are the gifts 
of a sädhu. If we want to associate with a sädhu, we cannot 
expect him to give us instructions on how to improve our 
material condition, but he will give us instructions on how 
to cut the knot of the contamination of material attraction 
and how to elevate ourselves in devotional service. That is 
the result of associating with a sädhu.”66

The Symptoms of a Sadhu

titikñavaù käruëikäù
suhådaù sarva-dehinäm

ajäta-çatravaù çäntäù
sädhavaù sädhu-bhüñaëäù

“The symptoms of a sädhu are that he is tolerant, merci-
ful and friendly to all living entities. He has no enemies, he 
is peaceful, he abides by the scriptures, and all his character-
istics are sublime.”67

“...because a sädhu engages in the highest philanthrop-
ic activities for the benediction of all living entities. Yet al-
though a sädhu is not inimical towards anyone, the world is 
so ungrateful that even a sädhu has many enemies.”68 
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Accept a Bona Fide Spiritual Master

guru-çuçrüñayä bhaktyä
sarva-labdhärpaëena ca

saìgena sädhu-bhaktänäm
éçvarärädhanena ca

çraddhayä tat-kathäyäà ca
kértanair guëa-karmaëäm

tat-pädämburuha-dhyänät
tal-liìgekñärhaëädibhiù

“One must accept the bona fide spiritual master and ren-
der service unto him with great devotion and faith. Whatever 
one has in one’s possession should be offered to the spiritual 
master, and in the association of saintly persons and dev-
otees one should worship the Lord, hear the glories of the 
Lord with faith, glorify the transcendental qualities and ac-
tivities of the Lord, always meditate on the Lord’s lotus feet, 
and worship the Deity of the Lord strictly according to the 
injunctions of the çästra and guru.”69

tatra bhägavatän dharmän
çikñed gurv-ätma-daivataù

amäyayänuvåttyä yais
tuñyed ätmätma-do hariù

“Accepting the bona fide spiritual master as one’s life 
and soul and worshippable deity, the disciple should learn 
from him the process of pure devotional service. The Su-
preme Personality of Godhead, Hari, the soul of all souls, is 
inclined to give Himself to His pure devotees. Therefore, the 
disciple should learn from the spiritual master to serve the 
Lord without duplicity and in such a faithful and favourable 
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way that the Supreme Lord, being satisfied, will offer Himself 
to the faithful disciple.”70

Association of the Pure-Hearted Devotees

tértha-phala sädhu-saìga, sädhu-saìge antaraìga,
çré-kåñëa-bhajana manohara

yathä sädhu, tathä tértha,  sthira kari’ nija-citta,
sädhu-saìga kara nirantara

“The real benefit of visiting any holy place is to achieve 
the association of the pure-hearted devotees of the Lord liv-
ing there. Establishing intimate and friendly relations with 
such great souls, let your heart be captivated by perform-
ing the charming worship of Lord Kåñëa in their association. 
Wherever the Lord’s devotees are living, that place becomes 
a place of pilgrimage. Therefore you should become fixed 
by constantly remaining in the company of such devotees.”71

tasmän naro ‘saìga-susaìga-jäta-
jïänäsinehaiva vivåkëa-mohaù

harià tad-éhä-kathana-çrutäbhyäà
labdha-småtir yäty atipäram adhvanaù

“Simply by associating with exalted devotees, anyone 
can attain perfection of knowledge and with the sword of 
knowledge can cut to pieces the illusory associations within 
this material world. Through the association of devotees, one 
can engage in the service of the Lord by hearing and chant-
ing [çravaëaà kértanam]. Thus one can revive his dormant 
Kåñëa consciousness and, sticking to the cultivation of Kåñëa 
consciousness, return home, back to Godhead, even in this 
life.”72
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Unlimited Transcendental Bliss

“...the place where such Vaiñëavas are residing is 
Våndävana. If Kåñëa is there, that place is Våndävana. There-
fore, to go to such a place and meet such a sädhu, a dear 
devotee, a premi-bhakta, a pure devotee of Kåñëa, who has 
developed kåñëa-prema, who has bound up Kåñëa with the 
rope of love in his heart, that place is Våndävana. If you stay 
there and associate with such a sädhu, hear kåñëa-kathä from 
his lips and serve that sädhu, if he is pleased with you, then 
you will have mercy. Then you will have unlimited transcen-
dental bliss. That is a fact...”73

The Medium of the Ear

 “Kåñëa’s darçana can only be attained through the me-
dium of the ear as one hears hari-kathä from pure Vaiñëavas, 
there is no other way.”74

tvaà bhakti-yoga-paribhävita-håt-saroja
ässe çrutekñita-patho nanu nätha puàsäm
yad-yad-dhiyä ta urugäya vibhävayanti

tat-tad-vapuù praëayase sad-anugrahäya

“O my Lord, Your devotees can see You through the ears 
by the process of bona fide hearing, and thus their hearts 
become cleansed, and You take Your seat there. You are so 
merciful to Your devotees that You manifest Yourself in the 
particular eternal form of transcendence in which they al-
ways think of You.”75

“A sage is not, therefore, recognised by sight, but by 
hearing. One should approach a sädhu or great sage not to 
see but to hear him. If one is not prepared to hear the words 
of a sädhu, there is no profit. Çukadeva Gosvämé was a sädhu 
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who could speak on the transcendental activities of the Lord. 
He did not satisfy the whims of ordinary citizens.”76

“The scriptures enjoin, therefore, that one should asso-
ciate with sädhus only, rejecting all other kinds of associa-
tion, and by doing so one will have ample opportunity to 
hear the sädhus, who can cut to pieces the bonds of illusory 
affection in the material world.”77 

çrutasya puàsäà sucira-çramasya
nanv aïjasä süribhir éòito ‘rthaù

tat-tad-guëänuçravaëaà mukunda-
pädäravindaà hådayeñu yeñäm

“Persons who hear from a spiritual master with great la-
bour and for a long time must hear from the mouths of pure 
devotees about the character and activities of pure devotees. 
Pure devotees always think within their hearts of the lotus 
feet of the Personality of Godhead, who awards His devotees 
liberation.”78

jïäne prayäsam udapäsya namanta eva
jévanti san-mukharitäà bhavadéya-värtäm

sthäne sthitäù çruti-gatäà tanu-väì-manobhir
ye präyaço ‘jita jito ‘py asi tais tri-lokyäm

“Lord Brahmä said, ‘O my Lord Kåñëa, a devotee who 
abandons the path of empiric philosophical speculation 
aimed at merging in the existence of the Supreme and en-
gages himself in hearing Your glories and activities from a 
bona fide sädhu, or saint, and who lives an honest life in the 
occupational engagement of his social life, can conquer Your 
sympathy and mercy even though You are ajita, or uncon-
querable.’”79
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“...The favour of the spiritual master is not received 
through any other part of the body but the ears...”80

“...This combination, the instruction of the spiritual 
master and the faithful execution of the instruction by the 
disciple, makes the entire process perfect. Çréla Viçvanätha 
Cakravarté Öhäkura describes in his explanation of the verse 
in Bhagavad-gétä, vyavasäyätmikä buddhiù, that one who 
wants to be certain to achieve spiritual success must take the 
instruction from the spiritual master as to what his particular 
function is. He should faithfully try to execute that partic-
ular instruction and should consider that his life and soul. 
The faithful execution of the instruction which he receives 
from the spiritual master is the only duty of a disciple, and 
that will bring him perfection. One should be very careful 
to receive the message from the spiritual master through the 
ears and execute it faithfully. That will make one’s life suc-
cessful...”81

Not Gramophone or Tape Record Speaker

“This is the secret. Unless one is svänubhävam, self-re-
alised, life is bhägavata, he cannot preach Bhägavata. That 
is not... That will not be effective. A gramophone will not 
help. Therefore Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s secretary, Svarüpa 
Dämodara, recommended, bhägavata pora giyä bhägava-
ta-sthäne, that ‘If you want to read Çrémad-Bhägavatam, you 
must approach a person who is life living Bhägavata.’ Bhäga-
vata pora giyä bhägavata-sthäne. Otherwise, there is no ques-
tion of Bhägavata realisation.”82

 
“Then what is required? Namanta eva. Just become sub-

missive. Don’t think yourself as very great philosopher, the-
ologist, scientist. Just be humble. ‘My dear sir, just be hum-
ble.’ Namanta eva. ‘Then what will be my business? All right, 
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I shall become humble. Then how I shall make progress?’ 
Now, namanta eva san-mukharitäà bhavadéya-värtäm. ‘Just 
hear the message of God.’ ‘From whom?’ San-mukharitäm: 
‘through the mouth of the devotees.’ Not professional, not 
gramophone — through the mouth of, through the lips of 
real devotee.”83

 
“…As they have been trained up to rise early in the 

morning, this will give you spiritual strength. If you simply 
becomes a gramophone speaker, then it will not be effective. 
Gramophone or tape record speaker, that will not be. You 
must be live speaker. Your living condition should be spiri-
tually, what is called, surcharged…”84

“…Simply if you hear about Him, then you will under-
stand. Then you will understand. So hearing is not very dif-
ficult job. But you must hear from the realised soul. That 
is... Satäà prasaìgän mama vérya-saàvidaù. If you hear from 
a professional man, that will not be effective. Hearing must 
be from sädhu, from devotee, from the lips of the devo-
tee. Just like Çukadeva Gosvämé was speaking to Mahäräja 
Parékñit…”85

In Çréla Prabhupädera Upadeçämåta, Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta 
Sarasvaté Öhäkura Prabhupäda has said:

Question: By what means can one know Çré Bhagavän?
Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura Prabhupäda: One 
will have to hear with faith the kathä of Bhagavän coming from 
the lotus lips of Çré Gurudeva. There is no way to know Çré 
Bhagavän other than by whole-heartedly surrendering unto the 
lotus feet of Çré Gurudeva. Only a person who does so can know 
Çré Bhagavän.86
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“…The only condition is that one must give up the hab-
it of dry speculation aimed at becoming one with the Lord. 
And after giving up such lofty puffed-up vanities, one may 
very submissively receive the orders of the Lord in the Bhaga-
vad-gétä or Bhägavatam from the lips of a bona fide devotee 
whose qualification is mentioned above. That will make ev-
erything successful, without a doubt…”87

 
“…If one wants to learn the meaning of Çrémad-

Bhägavatam, one must take lessons from a realised soul. 
One should not proudly think that one can understand the 
transcendental loving service of the Lord simply by reading 
books. One must become a servant of a Vaiñëava. As Narotta-
ma däsa Öhäkura has confirmed, chäòiyä vaiñëava-sevä 
nistära päyeche kebä: one cannot be in a transcendental po-
sition unless one very faithfully serves a pure Vaiñëava. One 
must accept a Vaiñëava guru (ädau gurv-äçrayam), and then 
by questions and answers one should gradually learn what 
pure devotional service to Kåñëa is. That is called the param-
parä system...”88

Within & Without

kåñëa yadi kåpä kare kona bhägyaväne
guru-antaryämi-rüpe çikhäya äpane

“Kåñëa is situated in everyone’s heart as the caittya-guru, 
the spiritual master within. When He is kind to some fortu-
nate conditioned soul, He personally gives him lessons so he 
can progress in devotional service, instructing the person as 
the Supersoul within and the spiritual master without.”89
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Your Pure Devotee

tasmäd amüs tanu-bhåtäm aham äçiño ‘jïa
äyuù çriyaà vibhavam aindriyam äviriïcyät

necchämi te vilulitän uruvikrameëa
kälätmanopanaya mäà nija-bhåtya-pärçvam

“My dear Lord, now I have complete experience con-
cerning the worldly opulence, mystic power, longevity and 
other material pleasures enjoyed by all living entities, from 
Lord Brahmä down to the ant. As powerful time, You destroy 
them all. Therefore, because of my experience, I do not wish 
to possess them. My dear Lord, I request You to place me 
in touch with Your pure devotee and let me serve him as a 
sincere servant.”90

The Mercy of a Great Devotee

rahügaëaitat tapasä na yäti
na cejyayä nirvapaëäd gåhäd vä

na cchandasä naiva jalägni-süryair
vinä mahat-päda-rajo-’bhiñekam

“My dear King Rahügaëa, unless one has the opportuni-
ty to smear his entire body with the dust of the lotus feet of 
great devotees, one cannot realise the Absolute Truth. One 
cannot realise the Absolute Truth simply by observing celiba-
cy [brahmacarya], strictly following the rules and regulations 
of householder life, leaving home as a vänaprastha, accepting 
sannyäsa, or undergoing severe penances in winter by keep-
ing oneself submerged in water or surrounding oneself in 
summer by fire and the scorching heat of the sun. There are 
many other processes to understand the Absolute Truth, but 
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the Absolute Truth is only revealed to one who has attained 
the mercy of a great devotee.”91

je jena vaiñëava, ciniyä loiyä,
adara koribo jabe

vaiñëaver kåpä, jähe sarva-siddhi,
avaäya päibo tabe 

“At that time when I learn to properly honour such a 
pure devotee, recognising his real quality, then I will certain-
ly achieve all spiritual perfection by his mercy.”92

Sadhu Sanga 

“We must be in sädhu-saìga at every moment. I am 
weak. Without sädhu-saìga I cannot possibly save myself. 
If I remain far away from sädhu-saìga, then I will fall pray 
to the ill-mentality that ‘I am the master.’ If we do not live 
in accordance with the instructions of the sädhu or the guru, 
then we will be plunged into great calamity. The moment we 
are without shelter, mäyä will capture us. Consequently, we 
will roam here and there in this material world as a servant 
of mäyä.”93

“...One desiring perfection or liberation should associate 
with a person who is already liberated. This is called säd-
hu-saìga, associating with a perfect devotee...”94

“...This love of God is awakened by the association of 
pure devotees of the Lord...”95
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The Birth Place of Krsna-Bhakti 
Is Sadhu-Sanga

(From a lecture by Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami)

“...How can one develop kåñëa-bhakti? Associate with 
such a bhakta sädhu-vaiñëava, who is the embodiment of 
çaraëägati, or full surrender. He is always, twenty-four hours 
a day, engaged in the loving service of Kåñëa. By his associa-
tion and mercy one can develop bhakti. 

bhaktistu bhagavad-bhakta-saìgena parijäyate 
sat-saìga-präpyate pumbhiù sukåtaiù pürva-saïcitaiù

‘Devotional sentiments are evoked by the purifying as-
sociation of advanced devotees. The jéva can come into close 
contact with a pure devotee only by accruing the pious re-
sults of many previous births.’96

kåñëa-bhakti-janma-müla haya ‘sädhu-saìga’
kåñëa-prema janme, teìho punaù mukhya aìga

‘The root cause of devotional service to Lord Kåñëa is 
association with advanced devotees. Even when one’s dor-
mant love for Kåñëa awakens, association with devotees is 
still most essential.’97

“These are Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s words; kåñëa-bhak-
ti-janma-mula haya ‘sädhu-saìga. The birth place of 
kåñëa-bhakti is sädhu-saìga, and it is the chief limb of 
kåñëa-prema. If you associate with a premé-bhakta who has 
bound Kåñëa with the rope of love in his heart, who carries 
Kåñëa in his heart, and if you get his mercy then you will 
develop kåñëa-prema. 
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“Mahäprabhu is a practical teacher. Although He is 
Kåñëa Himself, assuming the mood of a bhakta, he came as 
sädhu-guru to teach bhakti, assuming the mood of a bhak-
ta. What was He doing when He stayed in Jagannätha Puré? 
He was always with His two intimate devotees Rämänanda 
Räya and Svarüpa Dämodara Goswämé. In Vraja-lélä they are 
Lalitä-sakhé and Viçäkha-sakhé. They are Svarüpa Dämoda-
ra and Raya Ramananda in Gaura-lélä. In Jagannätha Puré 
Mahäprabhu was always with them. Thereby He has set the 
example that one should always be in the association of such 
intimate premé-bhaktas. Kåñëa says, mad-bhakta pujyabhy-
adhika sarva-bhutesa man matih. ‘Worship offered to My dear 
devotees is superior than worship offered directly unto Me.’ 
So Mahäprabhu has set that example in His life; He is always 
with His intimate associates, Svarüpa Dämodara Goswämé 
and Rämänanda Räya... ’’98

While travelling in the USA on 31 May 1994, Çré Srimad 
Gour Govinda Swami explained that, 

“...Unless you get the mercy of Çré Guru and Gauräìga 
how can you cross over this dreadful ocean of material ex-
istence, go deeper and reach the shore beyond the material 
world to the abode of the Lord, which is our eternal home? 
Therefore we offer our prayer at the lotus feet of that guru, 
the expert navigator who can ferry us across this dreadful 
ocean, and take us there.

çré-guru-caraëa-padma, kevala-bhakati-sadma,
vando mui sävadhäna mate

jähära prasäde bhai, e bhava toriyä jäi,
kåñëa-präpti hoya jähä ha’te 
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‘The lotus feet of the spiritual master are the abode of 
pure devotional service. I bow down to those lotus feet with 
great care and attention. It is through the grace of the spir-
itual master that we cross over this material existence and 
obtain Kåñëa.’

It is only by the prasäda, the mercy of Çré Guru that one 
will be able to cross over this dreadful ocean of material ex-
istence and develop kåñëa-bhakti and get Kåñëa. This is Çré 
Guru’s kåpä, mercy.

Çré-guru-caraëa-padma, kevala-bhakati-sadma—the lo-
tus feet of Çré Guru is the only abode of bhakti— bhakti-sad-
ma. I offer my prayers. I offer my obeisances there, sävadhäna 
mate, with the utmost care.

One should understand the meaning of çré-guru-caraëa-
padma. The word çré is very significant. Çré has different 
meanings: sobha, beauty; sampada, transcendental wealth 
or asset; and, srestha, the topmost. Çré Guru means the guru 
who is endowed with çré; the guru who is endowed with pre-
ma-bhakti, that is Çré Guru. This word çré can only be used 
to a guru who is present, who is always manifest, that is 
Çré-guru. So guru is eternally manifest, therefore we say Çré-
guru...”

Sri Guru is …

Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami would mention regularly 
Çré Guru is:

1. Kåñëa-kåpä-çré mürti – he is the embodiment of Kåñëa’s 
mercy.

2. Svarüpa-çakti-puñöa-parikära – he is empowered by the 
internal energy of the Lord.
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3. Mukunda-preñöhä – he is very dear to Lord Mukunda, the 
Supreme Lord who gives liberation from the pangs of 
material bondage.

4. Gaura-préya-jana – he is very dear to Lord Caitanya who is 
Prema Puruñottama Çré Gauräìga Mahäprabhu.

5. Rädhä-préya-sakhé – he is a very intimate maidservant of 
Çrématé Rädhäräëé.

Guru Has Two Faces
Nityananda Rama and Radha-Priya-Sakhi 

(From a lecture by Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami)

From the list above we can understand that Çré Guru is not 
cheap, it is an extremely elevated position! Also in a question 
and answer period directly after class Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda 
Swami had the following to say about Çré Guru:

Devotee: Lord Balaräma is the original guru?
Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami: Yes. 

Devotee: There are two statements: Balaräma is the original 
guru, and Rädhäräëé is also guru. Who is the real ädi-guru?
Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami: Guru has two faces: he is the 
manifestation of Nityänanda Räma, and the other face is rädhä-
priya-sakhé. 

nikuïja-yüno rati-keli-siddhyai
yä yälibhir yuktir apekñaëéyä

taträti-däkñyäd ati-vallabhasya
vande guroù çré-caraëäravindam
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“The spiritual master is very dear, because he is expert 
in assisting the gopés, who at different times make different 
tasteful arrangements for the perfection of Rädhä and Kåñëa’s 
conjugal loving affairs within the groves of Våndävana. I of-
fer my most humble obeisances unto the lotus feet of such a 
spiritual master.”99

Baladeva’s Plow Is the First Requirement
(From a lecture by Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami)

“...Guru is a very dear girl-companion of Rädhä, he is 
rädhä-priya-sakhé. The other face of guru is the manifestation 
of Nityänanda Räma. 

Baladeva has a plough in His hand and Kåñëa has a flute. 
Why do Kåñëa and Balaräma have a plow and a flute? A plow 
is used for plowing, deep cultivation of the kñetra, the field, 
to take out the weeds and throw them away. When a barren 
field is fertile, then the bhakti-latä-béja will be sown. Balade-
va’s plow is the first requirement for cultivation. There is 
karçaëa and akarçaëa. Karçaëa means cultivation, and then 
comes akarçaëa, attraction. Then Kåñëa’s flute will attract 
you. Otherwise, if it is not properly cultivated, Kåñëa’s flute 
cannot attract you. Both karçaëa and akarçaëa, Kåñëa and 
Balaräma, plow and flute, are needed...”100

Sri Guru Is Radha-Priya-Sakhi
(From a lecture by Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami)

“...Çré Guru is a very dear associate of Kåñëa, kåñëa-
préya-jana. Rädhä-préya-däsé, he is a dear girl companion of 
Rädhäräëé, rädhä-däsé. If you can understand this rädhä-däsé, 
rädhä-préya-sakhé, maidservant of Rädhäräëé like Rüpa Maï-
järé, that is Çré Guru. Then mula-guru-tattva, the original gu-
ru-tattva is nityänanda-tattva. So, by gradual descending, that 
guru has come to us, that is nityänanda-tattva. So Nitaicand 
is both dékñä and çikñä-guru, and caitya-guru is the manifesta-
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tion of Nitaicand. He is guru-tattva. There is only a difference 
of activity, lélä, nothing else...”101

In The Science of Self Realisation Çréla Prabhupäda states:

“...One may ask whether the guru is absolutely neces-
sary. The Vedas inform us that he is:

tad-vijïänärthaà sa gurum eväbhigacchet
samit-päëiù çrotriyaà brahma-niñöham

[MU 1.2.12]

The Vedas enjoin us to seek out a guru; actually, they 
say to seek out the guru, not just a guru. The guru is one 
because he comes in disciplic succession. What Vyäsadeva 
and Kåñëa taught five thousand years ago is also being taught 
now. There is no difference between the two instructions. 
Although hundreds and thousands of äcäryas have come and 
gone, the message is one. The real guru cannot be two, for 
the real guru does not speak differently from his predeces-
sors. Some spiritual teachers say, ‘In my opinion you should 
do this,’ but this is not a guru. Such so-called gurus are sim-
ply rascals. The genuine guru has only one opinion, and that 
is the opinion expressed by Kåñëa, Vyäsadeva, Närada, Arju-
na, Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, and the Gosvämés. Five thou-
sand years ago Lord Çré Kåñëa spoke the Bhagavad-gétä, and 
Vyäsadeva recorded it. Çréla Vyäsadeva did not say, ‘This is my 
opinion.’ Rather, he wrote, çré-bhagavän uväca, that is, ‘The 
Supreme Personality of Godhead says.’ Whatever Vyäsadeva 
wrote was originally spoken by the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead. Çréla Vyäsadeva did not give his own opinion.

Consequently, Çréla Vyäsadeva is a guru. He does not 
misinterpret the words of Kåñëa, but transmits them exactly 
as they were spoken. If we send a telegram, the person who 
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delivers the telegram does not have to correct it, edit it, or 
add to it. He simply presents it. That is the guru’s business. 
The guru may be this person or that, but the message is the 
same; therefore it is said that guru is one...” *

 

* From The Science of Self Realisation, by Çréla AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda 
Chapter 2 - Choosing a Spiritual Master. Section - What is a Guru? 
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Chapter Nine

A Very Humble Sage 
With Childlike Simplicity 

The Shining Effulgence

T his book has shown to the reader some of the 
wonderful qualities of Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda 
Swami and how we came to be in his association. 

In his Anubhäñya commentary, Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté 
Öhäkura Prabhupäda writes:

“Without being empowered by the direct potency of 
Lord Kåñëa to fulfill His desire and without being specifi-
cally favoured by the Lord, no human being can become the 
spiritual master of the whole world. He certainly cannot suc-
ceed by mental concoction, which is not meant for devotees 
or religious people. Only an empowered personality can dis-
tribute the holy name of the Lord and enjoin all fallen souls 
to worship Kåñëa. By distributing the holy name of the Lord, 
he cleanses the hearts of the most fallen people; therefore he 
extinguishes the blazing fire of the material world. Not only 
that, he broadcasts the shining brightness of Kåñëa’s efful-
gence throughout the world.”102 
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We could see the effulgence coming from the body of Çré 
Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami. We heard him speak on the 
siddhänta, and we personally associated with him. As Arjuna 
asks Kåñëa in the Bhagavad-gétä, “How does he walk, how does 
he talk and how does he sit?”

arjuna uväca
sthita-prajïasya kä bhäñä

samädhi-sthasya keçava
sthita-dhéù kià prabhäñeta

kim äséta vrajeta kim

“Arjuna said: O Kåñëa, what are the symptoms of one 
whose consciousness is thus merged in transcendence? How 
does he speak, and what is his language? How does he sit, 
and how does he walk?”103

We personally witnessed the life of Gour Govinda Swami, 
totally transparent, no profile what so ever, no ‘I am high and 
mighty’, no ‘bow down to me’, no ‘don’t you know who I am’, he 
was just a very humble sage with childlike simplicity, however 
he could see directly into our hearts. As previously stated he 
knew us better than we knew ourselves, he touched our hearts. 
He knew how to administer the correct medicine for one and 
all.

Pure - Simple - Renounced & Fixed 

Çrédhara däsa had this to say about his godbrother Çré Çrémad 
Gour Govinda Swami Mahäräja:
 

“I met His Holiness Gour Govinda Mahäräja on a num-
ber of occasions and I was always struck by his depth of 
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sincerity and devotion to Çréla Prabhupäda and his mission. 
I always thought Gour Govinda Mahäräja to be like some 
Vaiñëava sädhu right out of the pages of Çréla Bhaktivino-
da Öhäkura’s Jaiva Dharma; very humble, pure, simple, re-
nounced and fixed on remembrance of Rädhä-Kåñëa and Çré 
Caitanya Mahäprabhu and all of His pure devotee followers; 
an assembly to which he belonged.” 

Outside the Material World 

Jayadharma däsa had this to say about his godbrother Çré 
Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami Mahäräja:

“A number of times I had the pleasure of meeting Gour 
Govinda Swami in India and during his Australian tours. It 
is quite obvious that his explanations of Kåñëa and Caitanya 
are not only bona fide and in line with Guru, Vaiñëava tradi-
tion and Vedänta but also heart moving and inspirational. It 
is not very often that one obtains the chance to meet a soul 
who is ‘outside’ the material world, and who pulls others into 
the transcendental realm by their words and actions.”

The Diamond Under the Haystack 

Tamohara däsa said this about his godbrother Çré Çrémad 
Gour Govinda Swami Mahäräja:

“I had the greatest respect for Gour Govinda Mahäräja 
right away. One could see his transcendental spirit. He was 
un-assuming, joyful, glowing, self controlled, simple, pure, 
unfettered by illusion...”

“The routine in Bhubaneswar was very simple. We were 
all resting by nine or ten, then up promptly at about 3.00 
am. Gour Govinda Mahäräja was generally up half an hour 
before us all...”
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“Mahäräja was definitely the diamond under the hay-
stack. We who lived with him knew of his advanced status...” 

The Two Bhagavatas
Grantha-Bhagavata & Bhakta-Bhagavata

Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami was like a great beacon 
of light spreading the light of kåñëa-bhakti, the light of the 
instructions of the great sage Çréla Vyäsadeva and our Brahmä-
Mädhva-Gauòéya-sampradäya, all over the planet and it 
emanated from Ekämra-känana-dhäma — Bhubaneswar. He 
was a bhakta-bhägavata. There are two bhägavatas; one is the 
book bhägavata, grantha-bhägavata, and the other is the devotee 
bhägavata, bhakta-bhägavata. He was a living, walking, talking 
scripture, a bhakta-bhägavata. As quoted in the Çré Caitanya-
caritämåta:
 

eka bhägavata baòa—bhägavata-çästra
ära bhägavata—bhakta bhakti-rasa-pätra

“One of the bhägavatas is the great scripture Çrémad-
Bhägavatam, and the other is the pure devotee absorbed in 
the mellows of loving devotion.”104

dui bhägavata dvärä diyä bhakti-rasa
täìhära hådaye täìra preme haya vaça

“Through the actions of these two bhägavatas the Lord 
instills the mellows of transcendental loving service into the 
heart of a living being, and thus the Lord, in the heart of His 
devotee, comes under the control of the devotee’s love.”105
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yäha, bhägavata paòa vaiñëavera sthäne 

“If you want to understand Çrémad-Bhägavatam,” he 
said, “you must approach a self-realised Vaiñëava and hear 
from him…”106

A Personality from the Fourth Dimension

The amount of information that Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda 
Swami could call upon to explain a particular çästric point was 
not by any means normal. It could well be considered to be 
para-normal or supra-mundane. This can be seen by the way he 
presented the siddhänta to one and all, in the many Çré Caitanya-
caritämåta classes, Çrémad-Bhägavatam classes, and the many, 
many darçanas he held privately and publicly. There seemed 
to be no end to the amount of information that he could call 
upon to present the Vaiñëava tattvas. He began his study of the 
Çrémad-Bhägavatam at six years of age and of the Çré Caitanya-
caritämåta at the age of twelve. The huge variety of scriptural 
references he could quote was not normal for a mere mortal, but 
perhaps more so for a resident of the transcendental realm. He 
was a personality from the fourth dimension. 

As quoted by Çréla Kåñëadäs Kaviräja Goswami, Çréla 
Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura Prabhupäda and Çréla 
AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda in their writings and 
teachings the fourth dimension is the spiritual world. 

“...The Supreme Personality of Godhead is by nature 
joyful. His enjoyments, or pastimes, are completely tran-
scendental. He is in the fourth dimension of existence, for 
although the material world is measured by the limitations of 
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length, breadth and height, the Supreme Lord is completely 
unlimited in His body, form and existence...”107 

e sabhära darçanete äche mäyä-gandha
turéya kåñëera nähi mäyära sambandha

“Superficially we see that these puruñas have a relation-
ship with mäyä, but above them, in the fourth dimension, is 
Lord Kåñëa, who has no contact with the material energy.”108 

viräò hiraëya-garbhaç ca
käraëaà cety upädhayaù

éçasya yat tribhir hénaà
turéyaà tat pracakñate

“In the material world the Lord is designated as viräö, 
hiraëyagarbha and käraëa. But beyond these three designa-
tions, the Lord is ultimately in the fourth dimension.”109 

“…The transcendental position surpasses these designa-
tions and is therefore called turiyä, the position of the fourth 
dimension. This is a quotation from Çrédhara Svämé’s com-
mentary on the Eleventh Canto, Fifteenth Chapter, verse 16, 
of Çrémad-Bhägavatam...”110 

“…Since all the forms of the Supreme Personality of 
Godhead are spiritually supreme, They are equally control-
lers of material nature. Standing on the fourth dimension, 
They are predominating figures on the transcendental plat-
form. There is no trace of material contamination in Their 
expansions because material laws cannot influence Them. 
There is no such rule as cause and effect outside of the ma-
terial world. Therefore the understanding of cause and effect 
cannot approach the full, transcendental, complete expan-
sions of the Supreme Personality of Godhead…”111 
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“…But Your Lordship is transcendental to all these dif-
ferent material stages of existence. You exist, therefore, in a 
fourth dimension, and Your appearance and disappearance 
do not depend on anything beyond Yourself…”112 

“…This is the position, transcendentally. How we use 
this word transcendental, that is explained here, what is 
transcendental. Turya. Turya, the fourth dimension. Here, 
in this material world, there are three dimensions: length, 
breadth and height. And spiritual world, beyond that, not 
within the measurement of length, breadth and height, that 
is called turya…”113 

“…The mind is changeable, but the soul is unchange-
able and eternal. The mind’s activities are to enjoy and re-
nounce matter. The soul’s activity is to serve the Supreme 
Lord. The mind is able to understand things up to the third 
dimension, but it has no ability to understand things of the 
fourth dimension (transcendental objects). It is impossible 
to understand the Absolute Truth, the transcendental Per-
sonality of Godhead, through either material experience or 
knowledge…”114 

“…The transcendental Absolute Truth, the Supreme 
Brahman, Kåñëa, is not impersonal, not personal, not pos-
sessing form, and not formless like an idol. He is of the fourth 
dimension — beyond the reach of our senses…”115 

Also Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami has stated:
 

“...We are conditioned souls, we can only understand or 
we can only conceive such a thing that has three dimensions; 
length, breadth and height. We cannot conceive a vastu or 
thing that has four dimensions. This is very deep philosophy. 
Not an easy thing. We cannot conceive of such a thing that 
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has four dimensions. How can we conceive? The Supreme 
Lord is in that sphere where there are four dimensions, so 
how can we conceive with our materially conditioned sens-
es? We cannot conceive at all. A parabolic curve, or we may 
say two parallel lines cannot meet, generally speaking, but in 
that fourth dimension they meet. However, we cannot under-
stand it, we cannot conceive of it because in our condition-
al state our knowledge is defective. There are four defects* 
in the conditioned soul. Our senses are defective therefore 
we cannot understand all these things so we cannot accept 
anyone as mahäjana or äcärya, who is under this condition. 
Those who cannot understand things in the fourth dimen-
sion, they cannot be mahäjanas or gurus, and we should not 
believe in their statements. By accepting a bona fide spiritu-
al master who has this conception of the fourth dimension, 
then you can understand, through his mercy. Otherwise it is 
not possible to understand all these tattvas spoken here...”116 

This book is written for the devotees in general in order 
to highlight a few of the glorious qualities of Çré Çrémad Gour 
Govinda Swami. Even though sometimes facing criticism from 
those who misunderstood him, Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda 
Swami never publically or privately criticized anyone. His main 
objective was to see that the Vaiñëava siddhänta was presented 
to one and all in a clear, systematic, pragmatic, lucid encounter 
with the Absolute Truth, clearly referencing each philosophical 
point from the words of the previous äcäryas. 

He appeared in this world surrounded by Vaiñëavas chanting 
the mahä-mantra and he left this world surrounded by devotees 
* The four defects:
1. Bhrama (the tendency to commit mistakes). 
2. Pramäda (the tendency to be illusioned). 
3. Vipralipsä (the tendency to cheat). 
4. Karaëäpäöava (imperfect senses). 
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chanting the mahä-mantra. This book is only one disciple’s 
presentation of how he met Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami. 

We were beyond doubt blessed to be in the divine association 
of Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami Mahäräja! ‘Sädhu-saìga 
truly is the only dharma’!





123tad viddhi praṇipātena

About 

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami

Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami appeared in this world 
on 2nd September 1929 in the village of Jagannäthapura 
in the Indian state of Orissa (Odisha). Both the 

paternal and maternal sides of his family have been Vaiñëavas 
for hundreds of years, dating back to the time of Çyämänanda 
Prabhu, and prior to that, in Bengal for many, many centuries. 
His divine appearance was not like the birth of an ordinary 
being, he came to this world solely to fulfill the order of Çré 
Caitanya Mahäprabhu.

Tattva-Vicara

Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami dedicated his whole life 
to preaching the absolute consideration of Gauòéya Vaiñëava 
philosophy, tattva-vicära, and spoke uncompromisingly against 
accepting apära-vicära, the apparent consideration. Speaking in 
his own words, Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami said,  “ ... I am 
stressing only tattva. In all my lectures I stress this, tattva-vicära. 
Do you know the real tattva (truth)? You are all following this 
apparent consideration (apära-vicära), not tattva-vicära. That 
mistake is there. You do not know who you are, who Kåñëa 
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is, who is a guru, who is a sädhu, and what the relationship is 
between them, you do not know these tattvas...”

By Krsna’s Arrangement

Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami is a disciple of His Divine 
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda (1896-1977), 
the Founder-Äcärya of The International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness. By Kåñëa’s arrangement they met in the sacred 
land of Çré Våndävana Dhäma in 1974.

This transcendental meeting has been nicely described by 
Gunanarva Däsa, in chapter 3 of this book. Though they had 
not met previously, there was immediate recognition between 
the two great souls; sad-guru and sad-sisya. Çréla Prabhupäda 
commented on his disciple Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami 
saying (at different times), “... Kåñëa has sent him...” and “... 
Gour Govinda Swami is a devotee from birth...”

The Three Sevas

Çréla Prabhupäda entrusted Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami 
with three important seväs (services):

1. To stay in Orissa and build a temple like the famous Temple 
of Jagannätha in Puré, as Orissa is a very important place 
in Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s lélä.

2. To translate Çréla Prabhupäda’s books from English into 
Oriya.

3. To accept disciples and train them in Kåñëa consciousness.

Upon receiving these instructions from his spiritual master, 
Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Mahäräja immediately returned 
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to Orissa and started working earnestly on plans for what 
would become the famous Çré Çré Kåñëa-Balaräma Temple in 
Bhubaneswar, which Çréla Prabhupäda famously predicted, 
“This temple will be one of the best ISKCON temples in the 
world. This place will be the heart of the city.” Gour Govinda 
Swami also embraced the sevä of translating Çréla Prabhupada’s 
books into Oriya as a sacred duty which he continued every day 
without fail for the rest of his life. 

While Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Mahäräja immediately 
began to execute the first two instructions given by his spiritual 
master, the third and final instruction he received from Çréla 
Prabhupäda was to prove more difficult to carry out. After many 
years, he very hesitantly took on the role of being a spiritual 
master himself, as he understood the position of guru was a very 
heavy responsibility.

Lord Jagannatha Is in Bhubaneswar

Çréla Prabhupäda had accepted many Western disciples 
and taught them the glories of Puruñottama-kñetra, Jagannätha 
Puré Dhäma, where Mahäprabhu performed many pastimes 
in the eighteen years He resided there. However, when Çréla 
Prabhupäda’s disciples went to visit Jagannätha Puré they were 
refused entrance to the famous Temple of Lord Jagannätha 
because they were considered foreigners and not Hindus. Çréla 
Prabhupäda said, “I will build a temple in Bhubaneswar like 
the Temple of Jagannätha in Puré, because my western disciples 
are not allowed there. Lord Jagannätha will come and stay in 
Bhubaneswar, so all my disciples can go there and have His 
darçana.” Çréla Prabhupäda, who had been donated land in 
Bhubaneswar, instructed Gour Govinda Swami to stay on the 
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land and build a temple. He entrusted Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda 
Swami with the mission of establishing ISKCON in Orissa, the 
most important place of Mahäprabhu’s pastimes, and told him, 
“Gour Govind, you will take me to Orissa.”

Under Extreme Conditions

Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami returned to Orissa and 
stayed on the ISKCON land (near the Nayapalli village) in 
Bhubaneswar under the most extreme and austere circumstances. 
There were no facilities at all on the land, no shelter, no building, 
no running water, no toilet, no electricity, no telephone, no 
nothing! To take bath one would have to go to a far off paddock 
where there was a pump and take bath from that pump. The 
only light available for reading and writing in the early hours 
of the morning and late in the evening came from a castor oil 
lamp. Wild bears, tigers and elephants would wander the area, 
which was also frequented by dacoits (thieves).

On Ekädaçé Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Mahäräja would fast 
and chant the whole Bhagavad-gétä and on other days he would 
recite one chapter of Bhagavad-gétä. He would often walk up 
to twenty kilometres a day to collect donations to build the 
temple, print literature and to buy foodstuffs to prepare and 
offer to the Lord. 

Seventeen Days

Çréla Prabhupäda visited Bhubaneswar in 1977 and stayed 
for seventeen days on the ISKCON property in the mud hut, 
which had been constructed for him by Gour Govinda Swami. 
On 2nd February 1977, the auspicious appearance day of Lord 
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Nityänanda, Çréla Prabhupäda laid the foundation stone of the 
Çré Çré Kåñëa-Balaräma Mandir. This Temple in Bhubaneswar 
was to be Çréla Prabhupäda’s last founded project.

Instruction Fulfilled 

After sixteen years of determined endeavour, and with 
practically no outside help, (in one of the poorest regions of 
India) Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami fulfilled the instruction 
of his most beloved spiritual master when the magnificent Çré 
Çré Kåñëa-Balaräma Mandir was inaugurated in Bhubaneswar 
in 1991. Lord Jagannätha, Baladeva and Subhadradevé came 
of Their own accord, as Çréla Prabhupäda prophesied, and this 
Temple now attracts thousands of people to Kåñëa consciousness. 

 
Travelling the World

Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami spent many years travelling 
the world preaching Kåñëa consciousness. His travels took him 
to Europe, North America, South America, Canada, Africa, 
Mauritius, Australia, Asia [Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia 
and Bali], the Caribbean — Guyana, Surinama, Trinidad and 
he preached vigorously throughout the Indian subcontinent, 
especially in the state of Orissa, where he most notably 
constructed the glorious Temples of Çré Çré Kåñëa-Balaräma, Çré 
Çré Rädhä-Gopénätha and Çré Çré Rädhä-Gopäl Jéu.

Spellbound

Wherever he went Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami would 
leave his audience spellbound by his dynamic presentation of 
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the philosophy of Kåñëa consciousness. He would often speak 
for up to four hours at a time on topics about Kåñëa, leaving 
his audience enchanted and always eager to hear more. On 
occasions he would speak on a single verse of the Çrémad-
Bhägavatam, both morning and evening for seven days. There 
was no question put to him that he could not answer, and 
hearing from Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami on a regular basis 
would melt even the hardest heart, convincing one to seriously 
take  to the path of bhakti-yoga.

Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami was an expert in his 
understanding of the çästras and from the depth of his conviction 
was able to dispel the doubts [sarva-saàçaya-saàchettä] of 
those who came to him for spiritual guidance by the depth of 
his spiritual conviction. He would place great importance on 
chanting‚ encouraging and inspiring everyone to chant the holy 
names of Kåñëa without offence, to chant the pure name and 
thereby achieve the goal of life; to get Kåñëa and develop kåñëa-
prema in this very life.

Sri Ksetra 
Jagannatha Puri - Bhubaneswar Dhama

One of the most important aspects of Çré Çrémad Gour 
Govinda Swami Mahäräja’s preaching was to reveal the innermost 
secrets of Puré-Bhubaneswar Dhäma, of Lord Jagannätha, and 
the reason why Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu stayed in Jagannätha 
Puré. He gave the most subtle and clear understanding of the 
Lord’s pastimes in Jagannätha Puré and why Bhubaneswar is so 
important for the Gauòéya Vaiñëava community.
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Storehouse of Knowledge

While astrologers predicted that he would live up to the 
age of ninety and deliver many conditioned souls, Çré Çrémad 
Gour Govinda Swami left this world by his own volition while 
speaking kåñëa-kathä on February 9th 1996, in Çré Mäyäpura 
Dhäma on the holy appearance day of Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta 
Sarasvaté Öhäkura Prabhupäda. 

He left behind a veritable storehouse of knowledge 
concerning the truth about the jéva, mäyä, and the Absolute 
Truth Bhagavän Çré Kåñëa. Many of his lectures and talks were 
recorded at the time, on audio and video, and many of these are 
now available on the internet, on CD, DVD and MP3 formats, 
as well as in numerous books published by his disciples and 
followers.

To gain a greater understanding of the life of Çré Çrémad 
Gour Govinda Swami, we suggest reading the authorised 
biography Kåñëa-lingita Vigraha: One Who is Always Embraced 
by Çré Kåñëa. For a brief but in-depth look at the life of Çré 
Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami we recommend the booklet Gour 
Govinda Swami – Who Was He? Both of these titles have been 
published by Tattva-vicära Publications and are available from 
www.tvpbooks.com. Readers interested in the subject matter of 
this book are invited to correspond with the publisher: info @
tvpbooks.com.
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Tattva Vicara Publications

 
Tattva-Vicara Publications 

Address:
P.O. Box 1088 
Murwillumbah 2484 
New South Wales 
Australia 

(Fax: 61 (0) 2 6672 2368)
E-mail: info@tvpbooks.com

Websites:
www.tvpbooks.com
www.gourgovindaswami.com

E- booklets: 
To view please visit www.issuu.com/tvpbooks 
All e-booklets are downloadable in pdf format, for iPad, iPod 
and iPhone.
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Other Titles

Other Titles 
by and for

Sri Srimad Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja
 

Amåtera-Taraìgiëé — “The Flow of Nectar”
Bhakti-Naipuëya — “The Last Limit of Bhakti”
Encountering the Kåñëäliìgita-Vigraha part 1 
Gopäl-Jiu — “The Beloved Deity of Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Mahäräja”
Guru Makes Kåñëa Appear in your Heart 
Kåñëäliìgita-Vigraha Vol. 1 — “The Life of His Divine Grace Çréla Gour 
Govinda Swami”
Kåñëa Prema Bhakti
Mathurä meets Våndävana   
My Revered Spiritual Master
Paripraçnena — “The Process of Inquiry”
Sädhu-saìga the Birth Place of Bhakti
Çré Guru Päda Padma — “The Lotus Feet of our Spiritual Master”
Çré Guru-Vandanä — “The worship of Çré Guru”
Çré Nityänanda Prema-Rasärëava — “The ocean of Loving Mellows of Lord 
Nityänanda”
Çuddha-näma Bhajana — “Chanting the Pure Name”
The Embankment of Separation
Tåëäd Api Sunécena — “Lower than the Straw in the Street”
Vedic Dharma and the Gåhastha-äçrama Vol. 1
Vedic Dharma and the Varëäçrama System Vol. 2 
Nama-Tattva — The Ten Offences

Booklets

Bhagavat-Darçana 
Giriräja Govardhana Hari-Däsa-Varya — “The Chief Devotee of Lord Hari”
Gour Govinda Swami Who Was He
Guru-Tattva 
Kåñëa Kåpa Çré Mürti  — “The Embodiment of Kåñëa’s Mercy”
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Lord Balaräma  — “The Original Bhakta-Avatära” 
Näma-Aparädha - Jéva-Tattva
Nåsiàha-Caturdaçé — “The Appearance Day of Lord Nåsiàhadeva” 
Paramahaàsa-Saìgéta — “Çréla Vyasadeva’s Last Contibution” 
Çré Kåñëa Janmäñöamé 
The Confidential Meaning of Ratha-Yäträ 
The History of Lord Jagannätha’s Snäna-Yäträ  
The Meaning of Vyäsa-Püjä 
The Nature of a Mahatma 
Rädhä-Prema Makes Kåñëa Mad
Çré Guru Caraëa Padma — “The Lotus Feet of Çré Guru”
The Greed of the Lord
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Notes & References

Introduction
(1) Bhagavad-gétä 4.34 purport, page 259.
(2) Bhagavad-gétä 4.34 purport, page 260.
(3) Bhagavad-gétä 13.8 purport, page 630.

Chapter One
(4) Bhagavad-gétä verse 4:34.

Chapter Two 
(5) Çrémad-Bhägavatam verse 11.5.32.
(6) Çrémad-Bhägavatam verse 11.5.36.
(7) Çrémad-Bhägavatam verse 6.3.31.
(8) Çrémad-Bhägavatam verse 12.13.23.
(9) Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s Çikñäñöaka verse one.
(10) Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi-lélä, verse 4.39.
(11) Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi-lélä, verse 4.40.
(12) Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya-lélä, verse 7.95.
(13) Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya-lélä, verse 7.96.
(14) Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya-lélä, verse 7.97.
(15) Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya-lélä, verse 7.98.

(16) Çrémad-Bhägavatam verses 11.5.20-32; describing the yuga-avatäras for 
the different ages and culminating in the prediction and advent of Çré Cait-
anya Mahäprabhu. 

çré-karabhäjana uväca
kåtaà tretä dväparaà ca
kalir ity eñu keçavaù
nänä-varëäbhidhäkäro
nänaiva vidhinejyate

“Çré Karabhäjana replied: In each of the four yugas, or ages—Kåta, Tretä, Dväpara and 
Kali—Lord Keçava appears with various complexions, names and forms and is thus 
worshipped by various processes.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.5.20)
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kåte çuklaç catur-bähur
jaöilo valkalämbaraù
kåñëäjinopavétäkñä
bibhrad daëòa-kamaëòalü

“In Satya-yuga the Lord is white and four-armed, has matted locks and wears a gar-
ment of tree bark. He carries a black deerskin, a sacred thread, prayer beads and the 
rod and waterpot of a brahmacäré.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.5.21)

manuñyäs tu tadä çäntä
nirvairäù suhådaù samäù
yajanti tapasä devaà
çamena ca damena ca

“People in Satya-yuga are peaceful, non-envious, friendly to every creature and steady 
in all situations. They worship the Supreme Personality by austere meditation and by 
internal and external sense control.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.5.22)

haàsaù suparëo vaikuëöho
dharmo yogeçvaro ‘malaù
éçvaraù puruño ‘vyaktaù
paramätmeti géyate

“In Satya-yuga the Lord is glorified by the names Haàsa, Suparëa, Vaikuëöha, Dhar-
ma, Yogeçvara, Amala, Éçvara, Puruña, Avyakta and Paramätmä.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 
11.5.23)

tretäyäà rakta-varëo ‘sau
catur-bähus tri-mekhalaù
hiraëya-keças trayy-ätmä
sruk-sruvädy-upalakñaëaù

“In Tretä-yuga the Lord appears with a red complexion. He has four arms, golden 
hair, and wears a triple belt representing initiation into each of the three Vedas. Em-
bodying the knowledge of worship by sacrificial performance, which is contained in 
the Åg, Säma and Yajur Vedas, His symbols are the ladle, spoon and other implements 
of sacrifice.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.5.24)

taà tadä manujä devaà
sarva-deva-mayaà harim
yajanti vidyayä trayyä
dharmiñöhä brahma-vädinaù
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“In Tretä-yuga, those members of human society who are fixed in religiosity and are 
sincerely interested in achieving the Absolute Truth worship Lord Hari, who contains 
within Himself all the demigods. The Lord is worshipped by the rituals of sacrifice 
taught in the three Vedas.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.5.25)

viñëur yajïaù påçnigarbhaù
sarvadeva urukramaù
våñäkapir jayantaç ca
urugäya itéryate

“In Tretä-yuga the Lord is glorified by the names Viñëu, Yajïa, Påçnigarbha, Sarvade-
va, Urukrama, Våñäkapi, Jayanta and Urugäya.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.5.26)

dväpare bhagaväï çyämaù
péta-väsä nijäyudhaù
çrévatsädibhir aìkaiç ca
lakñaëair upalakñitaù

“In Dväpara-yuga the Supreme Personality of Godhead appears with a dark blue com-
plexion, wearing yellow garments. The Lord’s transcendental body is marked in this 
incarnation with Çrévatsa and other distinctive ornaments, and He manifests His per-
sonal weapons.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.5.27)

taà tadä puruñaà martyä
mahä-räjopalakñaëam
yajanti veda-tanträbhyäà
paraà jijïäsavo nåpa

“My dear King, in Dväpara-yuga men who desire to know the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, who is the supreme enjoyer, worship Him in the mood of honouring 
a great king, following the prescriptions of both the Vedas and tantras.” (Çrémad-
Bhägavatam 11.5.28)

namas te väsudeväya
namaù saìkarñaëäya ca
pradyumnäyäniruddhäya
tubhyaà bhagavate namaù
                                                  
näräyaëäya åñaye
puruñäya mahätmane
viçveçvaräya viçväya
sarva-bhütätmane namaù
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“Obeisances to You, O Supreme Lord Väsudeva, and to Your forms of Saìkarñaëa, 
Pradyumna and Aniruddha. O Supreme Personality of Godhead, all obeisances unto 
You. O Lord Näräyaëa Åñi, O creator of the universe, best of personalities, master of 
this cosmos and original form of the universe, O Supersoul of all created entities, all 
homage unto You.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.5.29-30)                                              

iti dväpara urv-éça
stuvanti jagad-éçvaram
nänä-tantra-vidhänena
kaläv api tathä çåëu

“O King, in this way people in Dväpara-yuga glorified the Lord of the universe. In 
Kali-yuga also people worship the Supreme Personality of Godhead by following 
various regulations of the revealed scriptures. Now kindly hear of this from me.” 
(Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.5.31)

kåñëa-varëaà tviñäkåñëaà
säìgopäìgästra-pärñadam
yajïaiù saìkértana-präyair*
yajanti hi su-medhasaù

“In the age of Kali, intelligent persons perform congregational chanting to worship 
the incarnation of Godhead who constantly sings the names of Kåñëa. Although His 
complexion is not blackish, He is Kåñëa Himself. He is accompanied by His associ-
ates, servants, weapons and confidential companions.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.5.32) 

(17) Çré Caitanya Upaniñad, from the text of the Ätharva Veda
       [excerpted by Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura] Texts 1 – 19
(18) The Çré Caitanya Upaniñad (Sanskrit transliteration and English)from: 
The Glories of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu - Bala Books 1984 by Kuçakratha däsa

Text 1 
atha pippalädaù samvit-päëir bhagavataà brahmäëam upasanno 
bhagavan me çubhaà kim atra cakñasveti

“Carrying firewood in his hands, Pippaläda humbly approached his father, Lord 
Brahmä, and asked, ‘O my Lord, please tell me how I may attain an auspicious life.’”

Text 2  
sa hoväca
bhüya eva tapasä brahmacaryeëa çaçvad ramasva mano vaçeti

“Lord Brahmä replied, ‘Be satisfied by remaining always celibate, and perform aus-

*Saìkértana-präyair: consisting chiefly of congregational chanting. 
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terities. Carefully control the activities of the mind. In this way you will attain an 
auspicious condition of life.’” 

Text 3  
sa tathä bhütvä bhüya enam upasadyaha—bhagavan kalau päpäc channäù prajäù kath-
aà mucyerann iti

“Pippaläda followed these instructions, and after having become pure in his own 
heart and mind, he again approached his father and asked, ‘O my Lord, please tell me 
how the sinful living entities in the Kali-yuga may be delivered.’”

Text 4  
ko vä devatä ko vä mantro brühéti

“Who should be the object of their worship, and what mantra should they chant in 
order to become delivered? Kindly inform me.”

Text 5  
sa hoväca
rahasyaà te vadiñyämi—jähnavé-tére navadvépe golokäkhye
dhämni govindo dvi-bhujo gauraù sarvätmä mahä-puruño mahätmä mahä-yogé
tri-guëätétaù sattva-rupo bhaktim loke kaçyatéti 
tad ete slokä bhavanti

“Lord Brahmä replied, ‘Listen carefully, for I shall give you a confidential description 
of what will happen in the Kali-yuga. The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Govinda, 
the supreme enjoyer, whose form is transcendental, who is beyond the touch of the 
three modes of material nature, and who is the all pervading Supersoul residing in 
the hearts of all living entities, will appear in the Kali age. Appearing as the great-
est devotee, the Supreme Personality of Godhead will assume a two armed form of 
golden complexion in His abode of Goloka Våndävana manifested on the bank of the 
Ganges at Navadvépa. He will disseminate pure devotional service in the world. This 
incarnation of the Lord is described in the following verses.” 

Text 6  
eko devaù sarva-rüpé mahätmä
gauro rakta-çyämala-çveta-rüpaù
caitanyätmä sa vai caitanya-çaktir
bhaktäkäro bhakti-do bhakti-vedyaù

“The one Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the master of all transcendental 
potencies, and who is known only by devotional service, appears in innumerable 
transcendental forms. He has appeared with red, black and white complexions, and 
He shall also appear in the golden form of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu. He shall assume 
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the role of a perfect devotee, and He will teach the conditioned souls the path of pure 
devotional service.”

Text 7  
namo vedänta vedyäya
kåñëäya paramätmane
sarva caitanya rüpäya 
caitanyäya namo namaù

“I offer my obeisances unto Lord Çré Kåñëa, the all prevading Supreme Personality of 
Godhead, who is understood by the study of Vedänta philosophy. He is the master of 
all transcendental potencies, and He appears as Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.” 

Text 8
vedänta vedyaà puruñaà puräëaà
caitanyätmänaà viçva-yonià mahantam
tam eva viditväti måtyum eti
nänyaù panthä vidyate ’yanäya

“One who understands that Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu is the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, who is known by the study of Vedänta philosophy, who is the original 
cause of the universe, and who is the oldest, the original person, crosses beyond this 
world of birth and death. This is the proper understanding of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, and aside from this there is no other way for one to achieve liberation.”
 
Text 9
sva näma müla mantreëa sarvaà hlädayati vibhuù

“Appearing in this golden form, the all powerful Supreme Lord will fill the entire 
universe with transcendental bliss by the chanting of His own holy names.”

Text 10
dve çakté parame tasya hlädiné samvid eva ca iti

“In this way the Supreme Lord manifests two of His transcendental potencies - His 
hlädiné-çakti (the potency of transcendental bliss) and saàvit-çakti (the potency of 
transcendental knowledge).”

Text 11
sa eva müla-mantraà japati harir iti kåñëa iti räma iti

“The Supreme Lord will chant a mantra consisting of the names of Hari, Kåñëa and 
Räma (the mahä-mantra—Hare Kåñëa Hare Kåñëa Kåñëa Kåñëa Hare Hare, Hare Räma 
Hare Räma Räma Räma Hare Hare).” 
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Text 12
harati hådaya-granthià väsana-rüpam iti hariù. kåñiù smaraëe tac ca nas tad-ubha-
ya-melanam iti kåñëah. ramayati sarvam iti räma änanda-rüpaù. atra çloko bhavati

“These three names of the Supreme Lord (Hari, Kåñëa and Räma) may be explained 
in the following way — Hari means: He who unties [harati] the knot of material 
desire in the hearts of the living entities; Kåñëa is divided into the two syllables ‘kåñ’ 
and ‘ëa.’ Kåñ means: He who attracts the minds of all living entities, and ‘ëa’ means 
“the supreme transcendental pleasure.” These two syllables combine to become the 
name “Kåñëa”; and Räma means: He who delights [ramayati] all living entities, and 
it also means: He who is full of transcendental bliss. The mahä-mantra consists of the 
repetition of these names of the Supreme Lord.” 

Text 13
mantro guhyaù paramo bhakti-vedyaù

“The mahä-mantra (Hare Kåñëa Hare Kåñëa Kåñëa Kåñëa Hare Hare, Hare Räma Hare 
Räma Räma Räma Hare Hare) is the best of all mantras. Although it is very difficult 
to understand this mahä-mantra, it may be understood when one engages in pure 
devotional service of the Supreme Lord.” 

Text 14
nämäny añöäv añöa ca çobhanäni, täni nityaà ye japanti dhéräs te vai mäyäm atitaranti 
nänyaù paramaà mantraà parama-rahasyaà nityam ävartayati

“Those who seriously desire to make progress in spiritual life continually chant these 
sixteen splendid names of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and in this way they 
cross beyond the bondage of continued material existence. The chanting of these 
holy names of the Lord is the greatest of all mantras, and it is the most confidential 
of all secrets.” 

Text 15
caitanya eva saìkarñaëo väsudevaù parameñöhé rudraù çakro båhaspatiù sarve deväù 
sarväëi bhütäni sthävaräëi caräëi ca yat kiïcit sad-asat-käraëam sarvam. tad atra 
çlokäù

“Lord Caitanya Mahäprabhu is the Supreme Personality of Godhead who appears as 
Lord Saìkarñaëa and Lord Väsudeva. He is the original father of Brahmä, Çiva, Indra, 
Båhaspati, all the demigods, and all moving and non-moving living entities. He is the 
original cause of all that is temporary and all that is eternal. Nothing exists separately 
from Him, and therefore He is everything. He is described in the following verses.” 
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Texts 16-18
yat kiïcid asad bhuìkte
kñaraà tat käryam ucyate
sat käraëaà paraà jévas
tad akñaram itéritam

kñaräkñaräbhyäà paramaù
ka eva puruñottamaù
caitanyäkhyaà paraà tattvaà
sarva-käraëa-käraëam

“This material world is temporary, where as the individual living entities who try to 
enjoy matter are eternal and superior to it. The Supreme Personality of Godhead is 
superior to both the temporary material energy and the eternal living entities. Lord 
Caitanya Mahäprabhu is the Supreme Person, the Absolute Truth, the original cause 
of all causes.” 

Text 19
ya enaà rasayati bhajati dhyäyati sa päpmänaà tarati sa püto bhavati, sa tattvaà jänäti, 
sa tarati çokaà, gatis tasyäte nänyasyeti
  
“One who worships the Supreme Lord, Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, with devotion and 
always remembers Him becomes free from all sins and completely pure. Easily un-
derstanding the truth about the Personality of Godhead and becoming free from all 
material lamentation, such a devotee attains the supreme goal of life, which is unat-
tainable by those averse to the Supreme Lord, Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.”

(19) Hari-bhakti-viläsa verse 4.144.
(20) Padma Puräëa quoted from Prameya-Ratnävali text 5 by Çréla Baladeva 
Vidhyäbhüñaëa.
(21) Padma Puräëa quoted from Prameya-Ratnävali text 6 by Çréla Baladeva 
Vidhyäbhüñaëa.
(22) Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami quote from ‘Guru Makes Kåñëa Appear 
in your Heart!’
(23) Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.7.17 purport by Çréla AC Bhaktivedantana Swami 
Prabhupäda.

Chapter Five
(24) Bhagavad-gétä verse 18.61.
(25) Bhagavad-gétä verse 15.15. 
(26) Çrémad-Bhägavatam verse 1.2.17.
(27) Bhagavad-gétä verse 9.18.
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(28) Çré Caitanya-caritämåta Antya-lélä verse 5.131.
(29) Çikñäñöaka verse 5.
(30) Home program in Vancouver, Canada, May 1993 Çré Çrémad Gour Gov-
inda Swami.

Chapter Six
(31) Caitanya-candrämåta verse 11.
(32) From a lecture given by Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Mahäräja 20 Janu-
ary 1996 Accra, Ghana, Africa. To read this lecture see the book Tåëäd Api 
Sunécena chapter 11, published by Tattva Vicära Publications. 
(33) Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi-lélä, verse 10.122. 
(34) Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi-lélä, 10.122 purport by Çréla AC Bhaktive-
dantana Swami Prabhupäda.
(35) Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya-lélä, 25.206 purport by Çréla AC Bhak-
tivedantana Swami Prabhupäda.
(36) Jaiva-dharma – Çréla Bhaktivinoda Thakura; Chapter Twenty-six 
Introduction to Rasa-tattva, The Principles of Spiritual Mellow.
(37) Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi-lélä, verse 4.39. 
(38) Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi-lélä, verse 4.40. 
(39) Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Antya-lélä, verse 20.35. 
(40) Çrémad-Bhägavatam 4.19.24-25 purport by Çréla AC Bhaktivedantana 
Swami Prabhupäda. 
(41) Brahma-vaivarta Puräëa, Kåñëa-janma-khaëòa 185.180.

açvamedhaà gavälambhaà
sannyäsaà pala-paitåkam
devareëa sutotpattià
kalau païca vivarjayet
 
“‘In this Age of Kali, five acts are forbidden: the offering of a horse in sacrifice, the of-
fering of a cow in sacrifice, the acceptance of the order of sannyäsa, the offering of ob-
lations of flesh to the forefathers, and a man’s begetting children in his brother’s wife.’
Purport
This is a quotation from the Brahma-vaivarta Puräëa, Kåñëa-janma-khaëòa 185.180.
(Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi-lélä, 17.164) (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 5.7.5 purport and 
Ädi-lélä 17.165) 

(42) Çrémad-Bhägavatam verse 7.15.36.
(43) Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.15.36 purport by Çréla AC Bhaktivedantana Swa-
mi Prabhupäda.
(44) From a Morning Walk—April 14, 1974, Bombay.
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(45) Hari-bhakti-viläsa verses 1.45-46.
(46) Bhagavad-gétä verse 4:34.
(47) Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Madhya-lélä, verse 25.122.
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“In the association of pure devotees, discussion of the pastimes and activities of the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead is very pleasing and satisfying to the ear and the 
heart. By cultivating such knowledge one gradually becomes advanced on the path 
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mi Prabhupäda.
(69) Çrémad-Bhägavatam verse 7.7.31.
(70) Çrémad-Bhägavatam verse 11.3.22.
(71) Çréla Saccidänanda Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura - Çré Kalyäëa-kalpataru song 
14 verse 3.
(72) Çrémad-Bhägavatam verse 5.12.16.
(73) Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami.
(74) Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura Prabhupäda – Upadeçävalé.
(75) Çrémad-Bhägavatam verse 3.9.11.
(76) Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.4.6 purport by Çréla AC Bhaktivedantana Swami 
Prabhupäda. 
(77) Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.13.29 purport by Çréla AC Bhaktivedantana 
Swami Prabhupäda. 
(78) Çrémad-Bhägavatam verse 3.13.4.
(79) Çrémad-Bhägavatam verse 10.14.3.  
(80) Çrémad-Bhägavatam 3.22.7 purport by Çréla AC Bhaktivedantana Swa-
mi Prabhupäda.
(81) Çrémad-Bhägavatam 3.22.7 purport by Çréla AC Bhaktivedantana Swa-
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AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda.
(103) Bhagavad-gétä verse 2.54.
(104) Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi-lélä, verse 1.99.
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A

Äcärya: spiritual preceptor who teaches by example. One who has personal-
ly assimilated the confidential meanings of the scriptures (çästra) and engag-
es others accordingly in sad-äcära, or proper behaviour, and who personally 
follows that äcära or behaviour himself. 
Avatära: literally means “one who descends.”
A partially or fully empowered incarnation of the Lord who descends from the spiri-
tual sky to the material universe with a particular mission described in the scriptures.
Ayurvedic: the section of the Vedas which expounds the Vedic science of 
medicine. 
This science was delivered by Lord Dhanvantari, the incarnation of the Supreme 
Lord as a physician. He was born out of the ocean of milk when it was churned by 
the demons and demigods in the Satya-yuga. He expounded on the three categories 
of medicine.

B

Bäbäjé: a person who dwells alone in one place and leads a life of meditation, 
penance and austerity; renounced order, in which one chants and reads.
Bhagavad-gétä: a seven-hundred verse record of a conversation between Lord 
Kåñëa and Arjuna, from the Bhéñma Parva of the Mahäbhärata of Vedavyäsa.
Bhakta-abhasa: a shadow of a devotee.
Bhakta-praya: an almost devotee.
Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu: A book written by Çréla Rüpa Goswämé in the six-
teenth century, who is a confidential associate of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu. 
This book is one of the principal works on the science of bhakti-yoga, All 
of its conclusions are elaborately supported by reference to the Vedic liter-
atures. 
Bhubaneswar: The capital of Orissa (now Odisha), the main preaching field 
of Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami. Bhubaneswar is also the gateway to the 
Jagannätha-Puré Dhäma. 
Brahmacäré: A celibate monk.
Brähmaëa: A member of the intellectual, priestly class. 
A person wise in Vedic knowledge, fixed in goodness and knowledgeable of Brahman, 
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the Absolute Truth; One of the four orders of occupational life, brähmaëa, kñatriya, 
vaiçya and çüdra. The brähmaëas are the intellectual class and their occupation is 
hearing Vedic literature, teaching Vedic literature, learning deity worship and teach-
ing deity worship, receiving charity and giving charity.

C

Çré Caitanya-candrämåta: by Çréla Prabodhänanda Sarasvaté is a compendi-
um of verses, grouped by the author into 12 chapters, basically divided into 
two parts: the glorification of Lord Caitanya’s devotees and the glorification 
of Lord Caitanya.
Caitanya-siàha: The lion like Lord Caitanya.

D

Daëòavats: Prostrated obeisances. Flat like a rod.
Darçana: The act of seeing, usually to see the Deity in the temple and/or a 
spiritually advanced personality.
Dhäma: Abode, place of residence; usually refers to the Lord’s abodes.
Dharma: Religious principles; one’s natural occupation. The capacity to ren-
der service, which is the essential quality of a living being. The occupational 
eternal duty of the living entity, regarded as inseparable from the soul him-
self.

G

Gauòéya Maöha: The powerful preaching mission founded by Çréla Bhak-
tisiddhänta Sarasvaté Thäkura Prabhupäda. 
Originally with 64 temples in India and elsewhere, for propagating the sacred teach-
ings of Lord Caitanya throughout India and the world. It was first established in 1918 
as the Çré Bhaktivinoda Äsana. In 1919 he re-established it as the Viçva-vaiñëava-rä-
ja-sabhä, an institution originally established by Çréla Jéva Gosvämé and re-instituted 
by Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura. The organisation ultimately came to be known as the 
Gauòéya Maöha. 
Gaura-priya-jana: A very dear devotee of Çrémän Caitanya Mahäprabhu.
Gäyatré Mantra: A sacred mantra that a brähmaëa chants silently three times 
a day at sunrise, noon and sunset to attain the transcendental platform; the 
Vedic mantra that delivers one from material entanglement.
Guëärëava däsa: A disciple of Çréla AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda 
who had a great deal to do with building the Çré Çré Kåñëa Balaräma temple 
in Våndävana. 
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Guru: Spiritual master, he who dispels the darkness.
In the Skanda Puräëa it is said:

‘gu’ çabda ‘sty andhakärasya
‘ru’ çabdas tan nirodhakah

andhakära-nirodhatväd
guru ity abhidhéyate 

“The word ‘gu’ means darkness and the word ‘ru’ means that which dispels the dark-
ness…” Therefore the guru is he who dispels the darkness of the disciple.

H

Hari-kathä: topics of Lord Hari, Kåñëa.

I

International Society for Kåñëa Consciousness (ISKCON), founder His Di-
vine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda (1896-1977).
ISKCON: International Society for Kåñëa Consciousness. The preaching 
mission of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda found-
ed in 1966.

K

Kaniñöha-adhikäré: A third class devotee (lowest) or präkåta-bhakta, a ma-
terialistic devotee.

arcäyäm eva haraye
püjäà yaù çraddhayehate

na tad-bhakteñu cänyeñu
sa bhaktaù präkåtaù småtaù

“A devotee who faithfully engages in the worship of the Deity in the temple but 
does not behave properly toward other devotees or people in general is called a präkå-
ta-bhakta, a materialistic devotee, and is considered to be in the lowest position.” 
(Çréma-Bhägavatam 11.2.47)

Kaviräja: An Äyurvedic doctor.
Karma-sannyäsa (also known as jnana-sannyäsa): Endeavouring for material 
enjoyment or artificial endeavour for renunciation is known as karma-sanny-
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äsa or jïäna-sannyäsa. 
The sannyäsa of the mäyävädé or the impersonalists, which is forbidden in the Ka-
li-yuga. As confirmed in this verse below: 

açvamedhaà gavälambhaà sannyäsaà pala-paitåkam
devareëa sutotpattià kalau païca vivarjayet

“In this Age of Kali, five acts are forbidden: the offering of a horse in sacrifice, 
the offering of a cow in sacrifice, the acceptance of the order of sannyäsa [this refers 
to käma-sannyäsa and jïäna-sannyäsa not Vaiñëava-tridaëòi-sannyäsé], the offering of 
oblations of flesh to the forefathers, and a man’s begetting children in his brother’s 
wife.” (Brahma-vaivarta Puräëa, Kåñëa-janma-khaëòa 185.180)

Kértanas: glorification of the Supreme Lord. Narrating or singing the glories 
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and His Holy Names (Hare Kåñëa 
Hare Kåñëa Kåñëa Kåñëa Hare Hare, Hare Räma Hare Räma Räma Räma Hare 
Hare); the devotional process of chanting the names and glories of the Su-
preme Lord.
Kértaniyäs: performers of kértana.
Kåñëa däsa: the servant (däsa) of God (Kåñëa).
Kåñëäliìgita-vigraha: A personality who is always embraced by the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead, Kåñëa. 
Such a person is above the considerations of the varëäçrama institution. He is the 
guru, or spiritual master, for the entire world, a devotee on the topmost platform, 
the mahä-bhägavata stage, and a paramahaàsa-öhäkura, a spiritual form only fit to be 
addressed as paramahaàsa or öhäkura.”
Kåñëa-prema: Divine love of God (Kåñëa). 
Kürma: The Supreme Lord’s incarnation as a tortoise.
Kumäras, (or the four Kumäras): The four celibate sons of Lord Brahmä.

L

Lakñmé-devé: The goddess of fortune.
Lord Brahmä: The first created being in this universe.
Lord Caitanya: see Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.
Lord Çiva: The guëa-avatära who is the superintendent of the mode of ig-
norance (tamo-guëa) and who takes charge of destroying the universe at the 
time of annihilation. 
He is also considered the greatest Vaiñëava, or devotee, of Lord Kåñëa.
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M

Madhyama-adhikäré: The intermediate devotee.
ésvare tad-adhéneñu

bäliçeñu dviñatsu ca
prema-maitré-kåpopekñä

yaù karoti sa madhyamaù

“An intermediate or second-class devotee, called madhyama-adhikäré, offers his 
love to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is a sincere friend to all the devotees of 
the Lord, shows mercy to ignorant people who are innocent and disregards those who 
are envious of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.2.46)
Madhväcärya: The sampradäya äcärya of the Brahmä-Mädva-Gauòéya-sam-
pradäya.
Mahä-bhägavata: A topmost devotee.
Mahäjana: A great personality.
Twelve such mahäjanas are described in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6.3.20.

svayambhür näradaù çambhuù
kumäraù kapilo manuù

prahlädo janako bhéñmo
balir vaiyäsakir vayam

“Lord Brahmä, Bhagavän Närada, Lord Çiva, the four Kumäras, Lord Kapila [the son 
of Devahüti], Sväyambhuva Manu, Prahläda Mahäräja, Janaka Mahäräja, Grandfather 
Bhéñma, Bali Mahäräja, Çukadeva Gosvämé and I [Yamaräja] myself know the real 
religious principle.”
Matsya: the fish incarnation of the Supreme Lord
Mäyä Däsa: the servant (däsa) of illusion (mäyä).
Mäyäpura: The birthplace of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu that is situated in the 
Indian state of Bengal.
Mäyävädé: one who propounds the philosophy of Çaìkaräcärya, which ba-
sically holds that God is featureless and impersonal, that devotion to a per-
sonal Godhead is false, the material creation of the Lord is also false, and the 
ultimate goal of life is to become existentially one with the all-pervading, 
impersonal Absolute.
This philosophy is adamantly rejected by Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu and the Vaiñëavas.
Mendicant: A monk that begs alms for his existence.
Mleccha: A meat eater.
Mathurä: Lord Kåñëa’s abode, and birth place, surrounding Våndävana. 
At the end of Lord Kåñëa’s manifest lélä, Vajra, His grandson, was put in charge of this 
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sacred city. Lord Krsëa displayed His pastimes here after leaving Våndävana. It is also 
the name of the district where Vraja (Våndävana) is located.
Maìgala-ärati: the daily predawn worship ceremony honoring the Supreme 
Lord.

N

Naistika-brahmacäré: A life long celibate.
Nimbärka Svämé: The sampradäya äcärya of the Kumära-sampradäya.

P

Paramahaàsa: a topmost, God-realised, swanlike devotee of the Supreme 
Lord.
Parivräjakäcärya: The third stage of sannyäsa, wherein the devotee constant-
ly travels and preaches.
Prasäda: “The mercy of Lord Kåñëa.” Food prepared for the pleasure of 
Kåñëa and offered to Him with love and devotion. 
Because Kåñëa tastes the offering, the food becomes spiritualised and purifies anyone 
who eats it. Literally, mercy. When sattvic foods (milk, grains, fruits, vegetables, sug-
ar and legumes) prepared by a devotee are offered to the Deity of Kåñëa as prescribed 
in the system of bhakti-yoga, the offering is transformed into prasädam, the mercy 
of the Lord. Prasädam is delicious, nourishing but most important, transcendental. 
Ordinary food, unoffered to Kåñëa, breeds karmic reactions for every mouthful that is 
eaten, because so many living entities gave up their lives during the preparation. But 
food offered to Kåñëa is freed of sin and invokes an attraction to Kåñëa in whomever 
accepts it. 
Prasädam: see prasäda.
Prema-bhakti: pure love of Lord Kåñëa (God).
Prema-näma-saìkértana: love of God and congregational chanting of the 
holy name.
Prema Puruñottama Çré Gauräìga Mahäprabhu: see Çré Caitanya Mahäpra-
bhu.
Prema-rasa: Transcendental mellow or rasa.

R

Rämaë Reti: The area where Kåñëa, Balaräma and the cowherd boys would 
play. It is also now the site of the ISKCON Çré Çré Kåñëa Balaräma temple.
Rämänujäcärya: The sampradäya äcärya of the Çré-sampradäya.
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Räma-navamé: The appearance of Lord Rämacandra.
Rasa: The relationship between the Lord and the living entities. 
There are five rasas: çänta (passive awe and reverence); däsya (servitude); sakhya 
(friendship); vätsalya (parenthood); and mädhurya (conjugal love). According to his 
specific kind of rasa, the soul displays a spiritual form as Kåñëa’s eternal servant, 
friend, parent or conjugal lover. 

S

Sädhu: A saint.
Sädhu-saìga: Association of liberated souls. 
“...One desiring perfection or liberation should associate with a person who is already 
liberated. This is called sädhu-saìga, associating with a perfect devotee...” (Çrémad-
Bhägavatam 4.31.2 purport Çréla AC Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda)
Sage: One who has or exhibits great wisdom and calm judgment.
Sämudrika or Sämudrika çästra: part of the Vedic tradition is the study of 
face reading, aura reading, and whole body analysis, which includes palmist-
ry prediction. Sämudrika-çästra is a Sanskrit term that translates roughly as 
“knowledge of body features.” 
Saìkértana: The sacrifice prescribed for the Age of Kali, namely, congrega-
tional chanting of the name, fame and pastimes of the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead. 
Sannyäsa: The renounced order, and fourth stage of Vedic spiritual life in the 
Vedic system of varëäsrama-dharma, which is free from family relationships 
and in which all activities are completely dedicated to Kåñëa. 
Sättvika-bhäva: The symptoms of transcendental ecstacy.
Self-realised soul: One who has realised who he is and who the Supreme 
Lord, Çré Kåñëa, is.
Siddhänta: conclusive truth; demonstrated philosophical precept; authorita-
tive principle of çästra.
Siàha: Lion.
Çré Caitanya-caritämåta: translated as “the character of the living force in 
immortality,” it is the title of the authorised biography of Lord Caitanya 
Mahäprabhu written in the late sixteenth century and compiled by Çréla 
Kåñëadäsa Kaviräja Gosvämé, presenting the Lord’s pastimes and teachings. 
Çré Caitanya-bhägavata: is one of the earliest biographies of Lord Çré Cai-
tanya Mahaprabhbu, in which the author especially describes Caitanya 
Mahäprabhu’s early pastimes. This biography is written by Çréla Våndävana 
däsa Öhäkura the incarnation of Vedavyäsa in Lord Caitanya’s pastimes.
Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu: (1486-1534)—Lord Kåñëa in the aspect of His 
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own devotee. 
He appeared in Navadvépa, West Bengal, and inaugurated the congregational chant-
ing of the holy names of the Lord to teach pure love of God by means of saìkértana. 
Lord Caitanya is understood by Gauòéya Vaiñëavas to be Lord Kåñëa Himself; The 
Golden Avatära of the Supreme Personality of Godhead who descended into the ma-
terial world some 500 years ago at Çrédhäma Mäyäpur. Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu 
inaugurated the yuga-dharma of saìkértana. 
Çré Hari-bhakti-viläsa: A book written by Çréla Sanatana Goswami.
Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Thäkura Prabhupäda (1874-1937): The 
founder äcärya of the Gauòéya Maöha. 
An extraordinary powerful preacher, he founded sixty-four missions in India. The 
transcendentally empowered son of Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura, Çréla Bhaktisiddhän-
ta Sarasvaté Öhäkura Prabhupäda appeared in this world on February 6, 1874. He is 
the spiritual master of His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda.
Çréla Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura (1838-1915): A great äcärya in the Brah-
mä-Mädhva-Gauòéya-sampradäya, the father of Çrila Bhaktisiddhänta Saras-
vaté Thäkura Prabhupäda. 
He single handedly resurrected the Vaiñëava community that had fallen into disrepair 
due to so many incongruence’s. He wrote over 100 books and was called the Seventh 
Goswami, a very great title for a very great personality. 
Çréla Prabhupäda: His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda 
(1896-1977), founder of the International Society for Kåñëa Consciousness 
(ISKCON).
The personality who spread Kåñëa consciousness throughout the whole of the West-
ern world. He travelled the world 14 times in 12 years, wrote more than 80 books and 
opened 108 temples. His last founded project was the Çré Çré Kåñëa Balaräma temple 
in Bhubaneswar, Orissa, India. 
The spiritual master of Çré Çrémad Gour Govinda Swami Mahäräja.
Çré Raìgam: The beautiful and majestic tértha Çré Raìgam is situated in 
South India in the state of Tamil Nadu. 
This is where the Deity of Çré Raìganätha, the Lord of Lakñmédevé, resides. Çréla Yä-
munäcärya (918-1038) and Çréla Rämänujäcärya (1017-1137) resided in this temple 
and led the Çré Sampradäya in their preaching mission.

T

The Golden Avatära: Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu.

U

Uttama-adhikäré: The topmost devotee or Vaiñëava.
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çré-havir uväca
sarva-bhüteñu yaù paçyed

bhagavad-bhävam ätmanaù
bhütäni bhagavaty ätmany

eña bhägavatottamaù

“Çré Havir said: The most advanced devotee sees within everything the soul of all 
souls, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Çré Kåñëa. Consequently he sees system-
atically everything in relation to the Supreme Lord and understands that everything 
that exists is eternally situated within the Lord.” (Çrémad-Bhägavatam 11.2.45)

V

Vaikuëöha: literally a place without anxieties. The spiritual world where 
Lord Narayana resides.
Vaiñëava: One who has the Supreme Lord Kåñëa or Viñëu in his heart and 
mind always.
Varäha: The gigantic boar incarnation (avatära) of Lord Kåñëa.
Viñëu Svämé: The sampradäya äcärya of the Rudra-sampradäya.
Våndävana: Kåñëa’s eternal abode. 
This is where He fully manifests His quality of sweetness; the village on this earth in 
which He enacted His childhood pastimes five thousand years ago; the topmost tran-
scendental abode of the Supreme Lord. It is His personal spiritual abode descended 
to the earthly plane. It is situated on the Western bank of the river Yamunä. Çré Kåñëa 
was present on earth about 5,000 years ago.                                  
Vyäsadeva (Vyäsa): The empowered incarnation of God, and the greatest 
philosopher of ancient times. 
The son of Paräçara, and the compiler of the original Vedic scriptures, including the 
eighteen Puräëas, Vedänta-sütra, the Mahäbhärata, and the Upaniñads. The son of 
Paräçara Muni and Satyavaté-devé, Vyäsa is the empowered çaktyäveça-avatära of God 
who has written the Vedas some 5,000 years ago. He is also known as Vedavyäsa, 
Bädaräyaëa and Dvaipäyana. 
Vyäsäsana: The seat of Vyäsa, on which the bona fide representative of 
Vyäsadeva sits.
Vyäsa-püjä: Worship of the compiler of the Vedas, Vyäsadeva. 
Also worship of the bona fide spiritual master as the representative of Vyäsadeva on 
his appearance day.

Y

Yamunä: The sacred river where Kåñëa performed many pastimes. 
One of the holy rivers of India, flowing through Våndävana. It was here that Lord Çré 
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Glossary

Kåñëa sported when He was a young child. The personification of the Yamunä River, 
known as Kälindé, is the daughter of the sun god and the sister of Yamaräja.
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tad viddhi praṇipātena paripraśnena sevayā
upadekṣyanti te jñānaṁ jñāninas tattva-darśinaḥ

“Just try to learn the truth by approaching a
bona fide spiritual master. Inquire from him submissively 
and render service unto him. The self-realised soul can

impart knowledge unto you because he has seen the truth.”

Bhagavad-gītā 4.34


